TOWN OF
NORTH WILKESBORO
Agenda

Work Session
Thursday, March 25, 2021
5:30 p.m.
Wilkes County Board of Education Board Room
613 Cherry St. North Wilkesboro, NC
“Any individual with a disability who needs an interpreter or other auxiliary aids, please contact Debbie
Pearson at 336-667-7129 ext. 3001 or email at townclerk@north-wilkesboro.com. Please make this
request 48 hours in advance of the scheduled meeting.”

Agenda
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.
VI.

Call to Order
Invocation
Pledge of Allegiance
Additions/Deletions
Approval of Agenda (action)
Action Items

A.) Budget Workshop Schedule – Wilson Hooper
B.) Rezoning Request – 341 Fairplains Rd. – Meredith Detsch
C.) Proposed Text Amendments – Meredith Detsch
VII. Possible Consent Items
D.) Donation of Surplus Generator – Dale Shumate
E.) Budget Amendments – Connie Bauguess
F.) Accept Elevated Storage Tank Funding Offer – Wilson Hooper
VIII. Work Items
G.) Tourism/Marketing FY21-22 Needs Presentation – Crystal Keener
H.) Splash Pad Update – Wilson Hooper, Danny Johnson
I.) Zoning Ordinance and Town Code Update for 160D Project – Meredith Detsch

A. BUDGET WORKSHOP SCHEDULE (ACTION)
Consider a date for FY21-22 Budget Workshop

STAFF RESOURCES: Debbie Pearson, Town Clerk
FUNDING SOURCE: N/A
BACKGROUND:
•
•
•

The Board of Commissioners is asked to consider dates for a budget workshop/workshops to
discuss the details of the coming fiscal year’s budget.
Staff recommends holding the workshop prior to the week of April 19, 2021.
The results of this workshop will inform staff as they craft the recommended budget. That budget
will be presented to the Board at the May 4 Regular Meeting OR May 27 Work Session.

ACTION:
•

Commissioners are asked to approve dates for Budget Retreats so that staff may advertise the
amended calendar.

ATTACHMENT:
1.) Current meeting calendar

Board of Commissioner Public Board Meeting Dates
of the
Town of North Wilkesboro 2021
January 5 - Regular Session
January 28 - Work Session

February 2 - Regular Session
February 25- Work Session

March 2-Regular Session
March 5 - Board Retreat 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
March 25 - Work Session

April 6 - Regular Session

April ** – Budget Work Session 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
April ** – Budget Work Session 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

May 4 - Regular Session
May 27 - Work Session

June 8 - Regular Session
June 24 - Work Session

July 6 - Regular Session
July 22 – Work Session

August 3 Regular Session
August 26 Work Session

September 7 Regular Session
September 23 Work Session

October 5 Regular Session
October 28 Work Session

November 9* - Regular Session
November 18* - Work Session

December 7 - Regular Session
December 16* -Work Session

*November 3rd Regular session moved to November 10th due to Election Day
*November 25th Work Session moved to November 18th due to Thanksgiving Holiday
*December 23rd Work Session moved to December 16th due to Christmas Holiday

B. REZONING REQUEST – 341 FAIRPLAINS RD. (ACTION)
Consider a rezoning request for 341 Fairplains Rd. from R-10 (Low Density Residential) to OI,
(Office and Institutional); and
Call for a public hearing for April 22, 2021 Work Session OR May 4, 2021 Regular Meeting
STAFF RESOURCES: Meredith Detsch, Planning
FUNDING SOURCE: N/A
BACKGROUND:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The owners of the property at 341 Fairplains Rd., in the town’s Extra-territorial jurisdiction, have
applied for a rezoning.
The property was once a barber shop but closed many years ago, it is currently zoned R-10 (Low
Density Residential).
The property may have been grandfathered (non-conforming use) as a barber shop when the Town
extended its ETJ. Once the use is stopped for more than 180 days, the non-conforming use is lost.
The applicants were looking to sell the property and have an office go into the building, hence the
Office and Institutional District (OI) request.
The Planning Board held a public hearing March 11 -12 and denied the rezoning request.
Notices were mailed via first class mail to all adjacent property owners on February 26, 2021
Newspaper ad for the Planning Board meeting ran on Wednesday March 3, 2021
Many of the adjacent property owners are opposed to the rezoning.
Spot zoning must be considered with this rezoning request, see staff report for more details.
Per NCGS 160D-602, rezoning requests require notifying adjacent property owners, public
advertisements, and a public hearing.

ACTION:
•

The Board is asked to call for the public hearing at their chosen date to satisfy a statutory
requirement.

ATTACHMENTS:
1.) Staff Report, Zoning map, and application package
2.) Planning Board recommendation

TOWN OF NORTH WILKESBORO
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS STAFF REPORT- REZONING REQUEST
March 25th 2021
DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING: TBD
APPLICANT: Janet Cooke & Elaine Clark
PROPERTY LOCATION: 341 Fairplains Road
PIN(s): 3869-57-9665
Parcel ID #: 1403748
ACREAGE: 0.50 Acres.
REQUESTED ACTION: Re-zone 0.50 acres, from R-10 Low Density Residential to OI, Office and
Institutional
DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL: The applicant has notated that this property was once a barbershop
and would like it to be utilized as a commercial property. Specifically an office use such as an insurance
office or other small scaled office use.
SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING: Surrounding land uses are primarily residential.
Sparta Road has commercially zoned properties (HB, Highway Business). 228 Fairplains School Road is
the closest zoned property for OI, Office and Institutional.
ACCESS: There is currently a gravel driveway off of Fairplains Road and Hilltop Acres serving the
property.
SEWER AND WATER: The Town does not service this property for water or sewer.
REVIEW CRITERIA: In reviewing and making recommendations on proposed zoning map
amendments, the Board of Commissioners shall consider the following factors:
1. Consistency of the proposed zoning with the Town of North Wilkesboro Comprehensive Plan:
the future land use plan sees this property and surrounding area as medium density residential.
Future Land Use Map excerpt from North Wilkesboro’s Comprehensive Plan below.

1

2. Existing land uses within the general vicinity of the subject property: All of the surrounding
properties in the near vicinity are residential in nature and zoned residential. Venturing south on
Fairplains Road the nature of the area is residential. Heading north on Fairplains Road the area is also
residential until you get to Gentry Street. Along Gentry Street there are a few properties zoned R-6,
High Density Residential and they consist of a neighborhood, apartments and a church.
3. The zoning classification of property within the general vicinity of the subject property:
R-10 (Low Density Residential), R-6 (High Density Residential) OI (Office and Institutional) and HB
(Highway Business). See below map excerpt from the North Wilkesboro Zoning Map- GIS Online
source, teal highlighted property proposed rezoning.

4. The suitability of the subject property for the uses permitted under the existing and proposed
zoning classification: The property has been a barbershop for many years and may have been
established before zoning (the Town’s ETJ) was extended into the area. The barbershop has been
vacated for a few years and has lost its non-conforming use status. Re-establishing a business on the
property requires it to be rezoned since it is currently zoned residential. Based on discussions with the
applicant staff recommended the Office and Institutional District as it is limited in allowing commercial

2

uses and would permit an office use. The Office and Institutional District is the lowest commercial use
permitted in our Zoning Ordinance.
5. The extent to which zoning will detrimentally affect properties within the general vicinity of the
subject property: Staff feels there will be an impact to the surrounding properties if this property was
rezoned since it would be a business use. Office and Institutional is one of the most restricted
commercially zoned districts but it still would be an impact to the adjacent properties and promote
additional traffic in the area. Buffers and screening measures can be utilized but it stills allows for a
commercial property in the middle of a residential area.
6. Spot zoning:
FOR DISCUSSION ON SPOT ZONING:
1. Size and nature of the tract- this tract proposed to be rezoned in the Town’s ETJ from R-10,
Low Density Residential to Office and Institutional is not ample in size considering the
surrounding property sizes. The property is 0.50 acres. Most lots in the near vicinity are
similar in size.
2. Compatibility with existing plans and zoning ordinance- The Town of North Wilkesboro’s
Comprehensive Plan and Future Land Use Map notates this area to be medium density
residential. Current zoning is low density residential. Low Residential (R-10) intent is for
moderate-density neighborhood consisting of single-family residences along with limited
private and public community uses.
3. Impact of zoning decision- The impact is potentially severe with this rezoning request. This
change would allow a residential area to have a commercial use in the center of it.
4. Relationship between previous and future zoning- The degree in uses with these two land
uses is a noteworthy change. The intent of Office and Institutional Districts is as a relatively
high-density area intended primarily for offices, institutions and commercial activities not
involving the sale of merchandise at retail and public and private community uses. This
zoning district does not allow having tangible sales of items which would reduce the amount
of foot traffic.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the property be not to be rezoned to Office and
Institutional (OI). Based on the four criteria of spot zoning, this is considered spot zoning and is not
legal spot zoning.
MOTION: The proposed rezoning is or is not consistent with the North Wilkesboro 25 Year
Comprehensive Plan and all other applicable plans, because it results in the potential development of a
residentially zoned site to change to a commercially zoned property. The Board of Commissioners
considers the vote to be reasonable or not reasonable in the public’s interest. Based on the four criteria
of spot zoning the property: size and nature of the tract, compatibility with existing plans and zoning
ordinance, impact of zoning decision, and the relationship between previous and future zoning this spot
zoning is considered illegal spot zoning or legal spot zoning.
The Board of Commissioners recommends to approve or to deny the proposed rezoning at 341
Fairplains Road, PIN: 3869-57-9665/Parcel ID #: 1403748 from R-10 Low Density Residential to OI,
Office and Institutional.
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Town Of North Wilkesboro
Post Office Box 218
North Wilkesboro, North Carolina 28659
Bus. (336) 667-7129
Fax (336) 838-1779

February 26, 2021
To whom it may concern:
Notice is hereby given that the Planning Board of the Town of North Wilkesboro will, at their regular
meeting hold a public hearing on Thursday, March 11th at 5:30 p.m. to consider action upon a petition
filed with the Town of North Wilkesboro by Janet Cooke and Elaine Clark that 0.50 acres be rezoned from
R-10, Low Density Residential District to OI, Office and Institutional District. The property for which this
zoning amendment is requested is described as: 341 Fairplains Road, North Wilkesboro, NC, PIN # 386957-9665 Parcel ID 1403748. The application will be available to view on our website one week before the
meeting here: https://www.north-wilkesboro.com/AgendaCenter Choose Planning Board, Thursday March
11th Agenda. The meeting will take place on Zoom. Public comments will be accepted at the hearing and
also by mail or email from the date of this notice through Friday, March 12th at 5:30 p.m. Emails may be
sent to planning@north-wilkesboro.com The Zoom call link to join is
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82421411219?pwd=cGlFL21pMFQ2SnFrM3pDWm91QVZsdz09
Meeting ID: 824 2141 1219 Passcode: 515195
Please contact me with any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,

Meredith H. Detsch
Planning Director
Town of North Wilkesboro
P.O. Box 218
832 Main Street
North Wilkesboro, NC 28659
(o) 336-667-7129 ext. 3011
(f) 336-838-1779
www.north-wilkesboro.com

PARCEL_ID
1403776
1400403
1401804
1403748
1403815
1404639
1402380
1401128

OWNER1
ELLIS, ROBERT GARY & JUANITA SUE
DILLARD, NANCY FOSTER
VOTOR, ELIZABETH
CLARK, BOBBY RAY & MARY ELAINE
SWEET, RAY G & DONNA M
ELLIS, RANDY CHARLES
YOUNG, JAMES L JR & LEANNA G
CRAVEN, ANN ELIZABETH

MAILADD1
348 FAIRPLAINS ROAD
373 FAIRPLAINS RD
119 MISTY PINE DRIVE
197 EDWARDS CH ST
309 FAIRPLAINS RD
114 N FOXTHROUGH DR EXT
312 FAIRPLAINS RD
376 FAIRPLAINS RD

CITY
NORTH WILKESBORO
NORTH WILKESBORO
SURFSIDE BEACH
STATE ROAD
NORTH WILKESBORO
WILKESBORO
NORTH WILKESBORO
NORTH WILKESBORO

STATE
NC
NC
SC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC

ZIP
28659
28659
29575
28676
28659
28697
28659
28659

PROPLOCAT
348 FAIRPLAINS RD
373 FAIRPLAINS RD
135 CRESCENT DR
341 FAIRPLAINS RD
309 FAIRPLAINS RD
HILLTOP ACRES ST
312 FAIRPLAINS RD
376 FAIRPLAINS RD

PIN
3869-57-8545
3869-67-0574
3869-67-1661
3869-57-9665
3869-57-8768
3869-67-1749
3869-57-7644
3869-57-9452

Signs posted 2/26/21

C. PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENTS (ACTION)
Hear presentations on two proposed text amendments submitted by individuals; “Cluster
Development, Small” and “Reception Hall/Events Venue”
Call for a public hearing for April 22, 2021 Work Session OR May 4, 2021 Regular Meeting
STAFF RESOURCES: Meredith Detsch, Planning
FUNDING SOURCE: N/A
BACKGROUND:
Cluster Development, Small:
•
•
•

•
•

The first proposed text amendment is for a new use in the Zoning Ordinance: Cluster
Development, Small
The applicant has created a new development proposal for maximizing land for residential
development.
Several Articles of the Zoning Ordinance would need to be amended for this proposed change
including: Article V Rules of Construction, Interpretation, and Definitions, Article VI Zoning
Districts, Article VII General Regulations, Article VIII Design Standards, Article XI Landscaping,
Fences, and Walls, Article XI Additional Conditions for Certain Uses
Staff has worked with the applicant and the Planning Board on his proposal over the past few
months and the public hearing with the Planning Board was held on March 11-12, 2021.
The Planning Board recommended denial of this proposed text amendment. See attached
recommendation for more information.

Reception Hall/Events Venue:
•
•

•
•
•

The second proposed text amendment is for a change in uses and reorganization of the Zoning
Ordinance to add Reception Hall/Events Venue
Staff worked with the applicant to create the proposed text amendment which splits the use
“Recreational Hall” from the current use and add Events Venue to it. This would give Recreational
Hall/Events Venue a distinct place in the table of uses, since it’s currently grouped with uses that
are much larger in scale such as assembly halls, coliseums, armories, ballrooms, reception halls and
exhibition buildings.
The areas of the zoning ordinance that would need to be amended to allow this proposed use
include: Article V Rules of Construction, Interpretation, and Definitions and Article VI Zoning
Districts
The public hearing with the Planning Board was held on March 11-12, 2021.
The Planning Board recommended approval of this proposed text amendment. See attached
recommendation for more information.

ATTACHMENTS:
1.)
2.)
3.)
4.)

Cluster development, small text amendment info package
Planning Board recommendation on Cluster development, small
Reception Hall/Events Venue text amendment info package
Planning Board recommendation on Reception Hall/Events Venue

Board of Commissioners Meeting March 25th, 2021
Proposed Text Amendment Discussion
POTENTIAL DATE OF HEARING: Proposed public hearing on April 22nd, 2021 or May 4th
2021
APPLICANT: Charles Vaughn
PROPERTY LOCATION: Town limits and ETJ
PIN(s): N/A
ACREAGE: N/A
REQUESTED ACTION: Discussion/call for the public hearing
DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL: Residential
ZONING DISTRICTS: R-20, Rural Residential, R-10 Low Density Residential, R-6, High
Density Residential, MF-CD, Multi-Family Conditional District and all underlying districts
apply
Text amendment information:
 The applicant would like to petition to add the use, definition, and conditions for Cluster
Development, Small.
 This item was originally heard at the December 11th 2020 meeting and the Planning
board tabled the item for three months to consider the recent housing study by the EDC.
 Staff has worked with the applicant to revise the proposed text amendments aligning it
with current review and practices of our Zoning Ordinance, but additional work is
needed.
 The areas of the zoning ordinance that would need to be amended to allow this proposed
use:
o Article V Rules of Construction, Interpretation, and Definitions*
o Article VI Zoning Districts*
o Article VII General Regulations*
o Article VIII Design Standards*
o Article XI Landscaping, Fences, and Walls*
o Article XI Additional Conditions for Certain Uses*
*Please see proposed text to see exact changes.
 The applicant will present site studies as examples and go through them with the board at
the meeting.
Things to consider:
 Consistency with the Town of North Wilkesboro’s Comprehensive Plan
o Goals and Policies the proposed text amendments align with:
 Goal B.1- Develop and Utilize Flexible Land Use Controls
 Policy 14- Promote infill development on vacant land
 Goal B.2 Maximize Redevelopment Potential for Vacant Structures and
Parcels
1|Page



Goal B.4 Encourage Quality, Affordable Residential Development
 Policy 43- Encourage a mix of housing opportunities in the zoning
and subdivision regulations

Proposed Text:
See attached document.
Planning Board Recommendations:
The Planning Board recommends this language to be denied, see attached recommendation.
Motion (choose accordingly):
The Town of North Wilkesboro’s Board of Commissioners deems the proposed amendments to
the zoning ordinance, in regards to Cluster Development, small is or is not consistent with the
Town’s comprehensive plan, any small area plans or elements thereof and, does or does not
support the Comprehensive’s Plan goals and policies. Further the proposed amendments
regarding Cluster Development, Small is or is not reasonable in the public’s interest. The Board
recommends to approve or to deny the amendments to the Zoning Ordinance.
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Application No.:

TOWN OF NORTH WILKESBORO
TEXT AMENDMENT APPLICATION FORM
GENERAL INFORMATION

^

Date of Application:
cXc>br ,r *?. .2^
Previously Submitted (Circle One): Yes' (JSfoy
INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENT REQUEST

A. Will the proposed amendment(s):
1 . Change one or more existing sections of the Zoning Ordinance? / Yes
2 . Add one or more new sections to the Zoning Ordinance? v Yes
No
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I certify that the information shown above is true and accurate and is in conformance with the Town of North
Wilkesboro Zoning Ordinance.

Print Applicant (Or Agent)
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Signature Applicant (Or Agent)

Date

Fee: $

Town Use Only
Method:

Paid:

Planning Board Decision:

Received by:

Planning Board Meeting Date:

£

October 9, 2020

Meredith,

Please introduce this Into the Zoning Text Amendment process to the Town Manager, Town
Commissioners, and Planning Board. As occasion arises I will defend the contents as a reasonable
approach to development. The Overview presents the premise of the need to do something like this

.

If you want me to go over this with you ahead of time, let me know.

Thanks,

Charles Vaughn
336 818-1648

An overview : Why the need for a Small Cluster Development provision in the North
Wilkesboro Zoning Ordinance ?

This proposed zoning amendment Introduces a development opportunity related to enhancing
residential housing stock with new construction. The amendment is reflective of several conditions in
town and the extra -territorial jurisdiction (ETJ ) area:
1. An overabundance of commercial zoning, especially in the Sparta Road area is not reflective
of demand for commercial use plus tract sizes suggest shopping centers which are very
unlikely to ever be economically viable here. National or regional commercial
companies will not find Sparta Road a prime location for a site. The non-street frontage
beyond a depth of 120 feet from the right of way should be rezoned by the Town for
residential purposes.

.

2 No new housing developments have been submitted to the Town of North Wilkesboro in
more than twelve years

.

.

3 North Wilkesboro government has focused on encouraging downtown residential growth
without using incentives to attract new residential housing elsewhere in town and ETJ

.

.

4 The Town's housing improvement program for existing housing has not resulted in the
expected interest from homeowners

.

.

5 North Wilkesboro has a lower average house sale price in all price categories than

.

Wilkesboro

6. All new multi-family projects constructed in North Wilkesboro in the past 20 years with the
exception of Key City Condos have been federally subsidized rental projects.
7. In order to attract new industry and businesses to this county, there needs to be available
housing choices, some of which need to be new construction.

.

8 Additional builders may need to come in from out of the county to provide new housing
construction Most Wilkes County builders are only building custom homes for specific

.

buyers outside of town limits, or adding additions or remodeling homes of existing

owners.

.

Small cluster development will not cure all or any of the above conditions The text offered is an
attempt to get In one place within the Zoning Ordinance the requirements and process for approval for

.

housing projects of twelve or fewer units when using cluster provisions The text reflects the
unexpected need and demand for large housing projects here using overly detailed zoning

.

requirements It eliminates the need for the one house on one lot concept which is a most inefficient
use of public services and limited land for development. Flexibility and incentives are keys to attract
investment in varieties of needed housing, both rental and for sale units. Charles Vaughn 10/9/2020

PROPOSAL TO THE TOWN OF NORH WILKESBORO FOR AN

AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE
CREATION OF A NEW SECTION: A CLUSTER DEVELOPMENT ALTERNATIVE

Section 6.4 ( M) SMALL CLUSTER DEVELOPMENT

The purpose of this amendment/section is to provide an alternative to
development of small residential projects of twelve residential units or fewer and
offering the applicant design flexibility in creation of the housing project.
A. This development alternative is for residential uses only, permitted by right

.

in the R -20, R -10, R-6, and MF-CD zone categories

.

B The project shall be a maximum of twelve (12) residential units built upon
one lot or tract of contiguous lots. There is no minimum lot size; density

determines minimum project size. Single family homes, small homes, tiny
homes, duplexes, triplexes, quadraplexes, townhomes, apartments, and
condo development are all permitted by this section subject to plan
approval. Unit types may be mixed.
C. Where contiguous lots make up the total area, a subdivision plat creating
one lot, initially under one ownership, may or may not be later subdivided
to accommodate individual home sales, with or without common area.

Maintenance by an individual owner/ manager, or homeowners association
will be required for the total project area once development is complete as
a condition of final approval.

.

D The project may target the general public as an end user or be built as an
over 55, retirement, or seniors only property The property is to be for
market rate housing; the project will not be a government subsidized

.

.

property

.

E Density calculation is determined by dividing the minimum lot area

requirement of the zone classification into the square footage of the total
project area.
F. Setbacks are determined by plan proposal accepted in the plan approval

process in order to provide flexibility in design and recognize any particular

natural conditions of the site or applicant preference in building location(s).
G. Height limit of buildings: 35 feet

.

.

H Minimum public street frontage: 40 feet Interior driveways shall be a
minimum of 12 feet and may or may not be of concrete or asphalt.

.

I. Parking spaces shall be a minimum of 10 feet by 20 feet

J. The project must be serviced by connection to public water and sewer
systems.

K. One accessory building, or portion of a residential building, is permitted

provided said area is less than 1000 square feet and used for purposes of a
project workshop, equipment storage, supplies, and/or general storage.

.

.

.

L Sections 11.7.3; 11.7 9; 11.7.10; and 11.7 11 of the Zoning Ordinance do
not apply to this Small Cluster Development alternative.

.

M The Watershed Overlay District applies to the development if the property
lies within the map depicted protected watershed area adopted by the
Town

.

N. Plan submission shall be prepared by a licensed civil engineer to show

typical detail customary for plan approval by governmental agencies.
Included in plan submission will be topography and elevations, drainage
locations, public streets and utilities, private driveways and parking areas,

.

building locations, proposed structures, etc , along with a statistical site
summary of ownership, parcel number, acreage, units, parking spaces, etc

.

0. Landscape plans are not required for projects developed in a forest

.

environment Ground cover, such as grass and mulch, a variety of plant
material, walkways, fencing, buffer areas, and hardscape areas may be
represented on a separate plan sheet or on the base site plan. Landscaping

will be provided on all properties. Quantities and sizes of plant materials
are left to the discretion of the applicant, recognizing that owners of
successful developments pay attention to such items in order to create a
project that will attract and keep tenants, encourage potential unit owners
to purchase, and retain residents for the long term.

.

P Design of decks, patios, and porches may be placed on any side of a

residential structure. Porches, patios, and low walled courtyards are
permitted to extend up to eight feet into any front yard.
Q. An architectural rendering, line drawing, photo of representative
architecture, or planned fagade of the proposed residential structure will
be provided to the Planning Commission as an information item only.

.

R Approval process: initial consultation and review with and by Town

Planner. Applicant then submits a detailed site plan for approval by
Planning Commission followed by a revised final plan approval
incorporating changes made in receiving final approval of the Planning
Commission acknowledged on the plan with Town Planner's signature.

Proposal submitted by Charles Vaughn, resident, October 2020.

Add Definition to Article V. Rules of Construction, Interpretation, and Definitions
Cluster Development, Small – An option for innovation in the design of a development project
in a development pattern where the dwelling units are grouped or "clustered" on a density basis
for the total land area of the development, rather than spread evenly throughout the site on a lotby-lot basis. Projects are small scale and limited to a maximum of twelve residential units built
upon one lot or tract of contiguous lots.
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Article VII General Regulations
Add 7.19 Cluster Development, Small.
Any small cluster development will not be subject to these regulations. See 11.7-3 for additional
supplement standards.

11.7-1112
11.7-1011

11.7-1212

Article VIII. Design Standards.
8.1 Purpose and Applicability.
In order to insure that new development, renovations, and reconstructions are designed,
sized, and sited to complement the area in which they are located and the character of the
town in general; and to minimize traffic hazards and situations which endanger public
safety; and to protect existing development and property values through the promotion of
high standards of design and compatibility; and to provide for a high quality of life for
our citizens by promoting a variety of housing styles, transportation choices, and well
planned parks and open spaces; the following standards shall apply to all development in
all zoning districts unless otherwise noted and with the exception to Cluster
Development, Small.
Article IX.
Landscaping, Fences, and Walls
9.1 Applicability.
(A) The provisions of sections 9.2 through 9.8 shall apply to all new development.
(B) The provisions of sections 9.2 through 9.8 shall not apply to the CBD district and the Cluster
Development, Small.
Article XI.
Additional Conditions for Certain Uses.
11.7-3 Cluster Development, Small.
a) Permitted by right with supplement standards in the R-20, R-10, R-6, and MF-CD zone
categories
b) The project shall be a maximum of twelve (12) residential units built upon one lot or
tract of contiguous lots. There is no minimum lot size; density determines minimum
project size. Single family homes, small homes, tiny homes, duplexes, triplexes,
quadraplexes, townhomes, apartments, and condo development are all permitted by this
section subject to plan approval. Unit types may be mixed.
c) Where contiguous lots make up the total area, a subdivision plat creating
one lot, may or may not be later subdivided to accommodate individual home sales, with
or without common area.
Maintenance by an individual owner/manager, or homeowners association
will be required for the total project area once development is complete as
a condition of final approval.
d) Density calculation is determined by dividing the minimum lot area
requirement of the zone classification into the square footage of the total
project area.
e) Setbacks are determined in the plan approval process in order to provide flexibility in
design and recognize any particular
natural conditions of the site or applicant preference in building location(s).
f) Height limit of buildings: 35 feet.

g) Minimum public street frontage: 40 feet. Interior driveways shall be a
minimum of 12 feet and may or may not be of concrete or asphalt. Interior driveways
shall be private.
h) Parking spaces shall be a minimum of 10 feet by 20 feet.
i) The project must be serviced by connection to public water and/or sewer
systems.
j) One accessory building, or portion of a residential building, is permitted
provided said area is less than 1000 square feet and used for purposes of a
project workshop, equipment storage, supplies, and/or general storage.
k) Plan submission shall be prepared by a licensed civil engineer to show typical detail
customary for plan approval by governmental agencies. Included in plan submission
will be topography and elevations, drainage locations, public streets and utilities, private
driveways and parking areas, building locations, proposed structures, etc., along with
parcel number, acreage, units, parking spaces, etc.
l) Landscape plans are not required for projects developed. Ground cover, such as grass
and mulch, a variety of plant material, walkways, fencing, buffer areas, and hardscape
areas may be represented on a separate plan sheet, the base site plan or on a foundation
plan of a typical building unit. Quantities and species of plant materials are left to the
applicant and Planning Director’s discretion through the initial site review.
m) Design of decks, patios, and porches may be placed on any side of a residential
structure. Porches, patios, and low walled courtyards are permitted to extend up to eight
feet into any front yard.
n) An architectural rendering, line drawing, photo of representative architecture, or planned
facade of the proposed residential structure will be provided to the Planning Director as
an information item only.
o) Approval process: initial consultation and review with and by Town Planning Director.
Applicant then submits a detailed site plan for approval by the Technical Review
Committee followed by applicant review incorporating changes made and receiving
final approval by the Town Planning Director.

EXAMPLES USING SMALL CLUSTER DEVELOPMENT PROVISIONS
U SING EXISTING ZONE CATEGORIES IN N. WILKESBORO’S ZONING ORDINANCE

ZONE

ZONE DENSITY
Minimum lot size

PERMITTED
UNITS/AC

EXAMPLE

R-20

20000 sf

2.2/acre

#1
#2
#3
#4

R-10
R-6

10000sf
6000 sf

4.4/acre
7.2/acre

Prepared by
Charles Vaughn
3/1/2021

SAMPLE
PROPERTY
LOT ACRES
0.98
1.98
2.31
7.5

USABLE
ACRES
say
0.3
0.15
0.62
1.1

MAXIMUM
UNITS
R-20
2
4
5
16

MAXIMUM
UNITS
R-10
4
8
10
33

MAXIMUM
UNITS
R-6
7
14
17
54

Board of Commissioner Meeting March 25th, 2021
Proposed Text Amendment Discussion
POTENTIAL DATE OF HEARING: Proposed public hearing on April 22nd, 2021 or May 4th,
2021
APPLICANT: Valery Guevara
PROPERTY LOCATION: 209 10th Street
PARECEL ID/PIN(s): 1402686/ 3868-53-7673
ACREAGE: N/A
REQUESTED ACTION: Discussion/call for the public hearing
DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL: Commercial
ZONING DISTRICTS: CBD, Central Business District, GB, General Business District, HB,
Highway Business District and all underlying districts apply
Text amendment information:
 The applicant would like to petition to edit and add the use and definition Reception
Hall/Events Venue
 Staff has worked with the applicant to create the proposed text amendments and to split
up the use Recreational Hall from the current use and add Events Venue to it as it would
be a much smaller scale use than the current use: Assembly halls, coliseums, armories,
ballrooms, reception halls and exhibition buildings.
 The areas of the zoning ordinance that would need to be amended to allow this proposed
use:
o Article V Rules of Construction, Interpretation, and Definitions*
o Article VI Zoning Districts*
*Please see proposed text to see exact changes.
Things to consider:
 Consistency with the Town of North Wilkesboro’s Comprehensive Plan
o Goals and Policies the proposed text amendments align with:
 Goal B.1- Develop and Utilize Flexible Land Use Controls
 Policy 11- Allow for more mixing of uses
 Goal B.2 Maximize Redevelopment Potential for Vacant Structures and
Parcels
 Policy 20- Encourage building reuse by district
 Policy 21- Encourage the use of existing buildings and sites within
current town limits.
Proposed Text:
See attached document.
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Planning Board Recommendations:
The Planning Board recommends this language as presented for adoption, see recommendation.
Motion (choose accordingly):
The Town of North Wilkesboro’s Board of Commissioners deems the proposed amendments to
the Zoning Ordinance, in regards to Reception Hall/Events Venue is or is not consistent with the
Town’s comprehensive plan, any small area plans or elements thereof and, does or does not
support the Comprehensive’s Plan goals and policies. Further the proposed amendments
regarding Reception Hall/Events Venue is or is not reasonable in the public’s interest. The
Board recommends to approve or to deny the amendments to the Zoning Ordinance.
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Article V
Rules of Construction, Interpretation, and Definitions.
5.3 Definitions
REAR LOT LINE. See “Lot Line, Rear”.
REAR YARD. See “Yard, Rear”.
RECEPTION HALL/EVENT VENUE. A place to allow for various private gatherings such as
weddings, arts and craft shows, corporate meetings, and receptions.
RECREATIONAL FACILITY, PUBLIC. An area or facility designed to meet the demand
for active recreation, including play fields, ball diamonds, parks with picnic and playground
equipment, golf courses, tennis courts, swimming pools, tot lots and similar uses, available to
the public and under the management or control of a public agency.

Article VI. Zoning Districts

Recreational Uses
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D. DONATION OF SURPLUS GENERATOR
Consider donation of surplus generator to “His Light Ministries”

STAFF RESOURCES: Dale Shumate, Public Works
FUNDING SOURCE: N/A
BACKGROUND:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Town water/wastewater facilities are equipped with diesel generators to power pumps and other
critical equipment in the event of a power outage.
Town crews test these generators at least weekly, and more frequently if inclement weather is
forecast.
The generator at the Town’s Wastewater Treatment Plan recently failed. This generator is estimated
to have had 1,084 hours of run time.
The generator has already been replaced with a surplus Federal Government generator with only 43
hours of run time.
Mr. Michael Briniger of “His Light Ministries” has inquired about the Town donating the generator
to his organization. He is aware of its state of repair.
The NC General Statutes permit this type of donation as long as certain procedural steps are
followed.

ACTION:
•

If the Board wishes to proceed, staff will take the appropriate procedural steps and bring back the
appropriate resolution for action at an upcoming Regular Meeting.

ATTACHMENTS:
1.) Draft notice of intent to donate
2.) Draft resolution approving donation

PUBLIC NOTICE
At its April 6, 2021 Regular Meeting, the North Wilkesboro Board of Commissioners will
consider the following resolution donating surplus Town property to the non-profit:
“His Light Ministries” 1301 Curtis Bridge Rd. Wilkesboro, NC 28697

Resolution #2021-06
RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS AND AUTHORIZING IT BE DISPOSED
OF BY THE TOWN MANAGER BY DONATING TO “HIS LIGHT MINISTRIES”
WHEREAS, The Board of Commissioners of the Town of North Wilkesboro hereby
declares the following property surplus and desires to dispose of certain surplus property of the
Town;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners that:
The following described property is hereby declared surplus to the needs of the Town of North
Wilkesboro:
• Generator (MORE)
The Town Manager is authorized to dispose of the described property by donating the ice
maker to “His Light Ministries” of Wilkesboro, NC.
The Town Clerk has published notice summarizing this Resolution in accordance with G.S. 160A280.
Duly adopted this ________ day of April, 2021.

________________________________________
Robert L. Johnson, MAYOR
ATTEST:________________________________
Debra W. Pearson, TOWN CLERK

RESOLUTION #2021-06
RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS AND AUTHORIZING IT BE DISPOSED
OF BY THE TOWN MANAGER BY DONATING TO “HIS LIGHT MINISTRIES”
WHEREAS, The Board of Commissioners of the Town of North Wilkesboro hereby declares the
following property surplus and desires to dispose of certain surplus property of the Town;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners that:
The following described property is hereby declared surplus to the needs of the Town of North
Wilkesboro:
• Generator 1975 Model #MEP006A Serial #FZ-01809
The Town Manager is authorized to dispose of the described property by donating the ice
maker to “His Light Ministries” of Wilkesboro, NC.
The Town Clerk has published notice summarizing this Resolution in accordance with G.S. 160A280.
Duly adopted this ________ day of April, 2021.
________________________________________
Robert L. Johnson, MAYOR
ATTEST:________________________________
Debra W. Pearson, TOWN CLERK

E. BUDGET AMENDMENTS
Consider two budget amendments reallocating funds to cover unexpected expenses.
STAFF RESOURCES: Connie Bauguess, Finance
FUNDING SOURCES: Various
BACKGROUND:
•
•

•
•

The Board is required to approve any amendments to the previously-approved Town budget.
Town operating departments have experienced a number of unanticipated, and therefore
unbudgeted expenses, over the last few months:
o Update Town Hall payment window (General Fund)
o Repairs to roof at North Wilkesboro Police Department roof (General Fund)
o Several repairs to North Wilkesboro Fire Department trucks (General Fund)
o Failure of equipment at a water/sewer pump station (Water/Sewer Fund)
These moves will reallocate dollars from healthier funds within the budget to the specific lines
these expenses need to be recorded in.
The Town Hall payment window shall be covered by reimbursement dollars from CARES Act
funding.

ACTION
•

For information and discussion only. Commissioners will be asked to approve these amendments at
the upcoming Regular Meeting.

ATTACHMENTS
1.) Amendment 9
2.) Amendment 10

TOWN OF NORTH WILKESBORO
AMENDMENT TO BUDGET ORDINANCE
FISCAL YEAR ENDING 6/30/2021 BUDGET
AMENDMENT #9

BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board for the Town of North Wilkesboro, North Carolina, that the
following amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for the fiscal year endingJune 30, 2021:
SECTION 1. To amend the General Fund budget as follows:
DEPARTMENT
10-5000-1500
Public Buildings
M&R Buildings & Grounds

BUDGET

AMENDMENT

FINAL BUDGET

$45,000

-$34,000

$11,000

-0-

$14,000

$14,000

$9,900

$20,000

$29,900

10-5600-0210
Streets - Overtime

$20,500

-$10,000

$10,500

10-5600-1300
Streets - Utilities

$160,900

-20,000

$140,900

$32,166

-$2,000

$30,166

$18,425

$32,000

$50,425

10-5000-7300
Public Buildings
Capital Outlay Other Improvements
10-5100-1500
Police
M&R Buildings and Grounds

10-5300-3300
Fire Dept Departmental
Supplies
10-5300-1700
Fire Dept.
M&R Autos

To Replace and update Town Hall payment drawer – walk up window, repair Police Department roof and
fund needed repairs to fire trucks.
SECTION 2. Copies of this budget amendment shall be furnished to the Clerk to theGoverning Board
and the Finance Officer for their direction.
Adopted this

day of April, 2021.

ATTEST:
Debra W. Pearson, Town Clerk

Robert Johnson, MAYOR

TOWN OF NORTH WILKESBORO
AMENDMENT TO BUDGET ORDINANCE
FISCAL YEAR ENDING 6/30/2021
BUDGET AMENDMENT 10

BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board for the Town of North Wilkesboro, North Carolina,
that the following amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2021:
SECTION 1. To amend the Water Fund budget as follows:
DEPARTMENT

BUDGET

30-8110-7300
$40,000
Water Maintenance
Capital Outlay-Other Improvements
30-8160-7400
Waste Water Maintenance
Capital Outlay Equipment

$50,000

AMENDMENT

FINAL BUDGET

-$21,000

$19,000

$21,000

$71,000

To budget the expenses to replace main pump at the Highway 268 Sewer Pump Station.
SECTION 2. Copies of this budget amendment shall be furnished to the Clerk to the
Governing Board and the Finance Officer for their direction.
Adopted this ___________day of April, 2021.
____________________________
Robert Johnson, MAYOR
ATTEST:
_________________________
Debra W. Pearson, Town Clerk

F. ACCEPT ELEVATED STORAGE TANK FUNDING OFFER
Resolution by Board of Commissioners to Accept Funding Offer for the Elevated Water Tank

STAFF RESOURCES: Wilson Hooper, Town Manager
FUNDING SOURCE: North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
BACKGROUND:
•

NCDEQ has offered a State Revolving Loan in the amount of $1,973,196.00 for the construction
of a Water Tank hereafter referred to as the “Project”.

ACTION:
•

For information and discussion only. Commissioners will be asked to approve this Resolution at
the upcoming Regular Meeting.

ATTACHMENT:
1.) Resolution to accept funding offer for the Elevated Water Tank (Project)

RESOLUTION #2021-05
RESOLUTION BY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS
TOWN OF NORTH WILKESBORO, NORTH CAROLINA
TO ACCEPT FUNDING OFFER FOR THE ELEVATED WATER TANK

WHEREAS,, the Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments of 1996 and the North Carolina Water
Infrastructure Fund have authorized the making of loans and/or grants, as applicable, to
aid eligible, drinking- water system owners in financing the cost of construction for
eligible, drinking-water infrastructure; and
WHEREAS,

the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality has offered a State Revolving
Loan in the amount of $1,973,196.00 for the construction of a Water Tank hereafter
referred to as the “Project”; and

WHEREAS,

the Town of North Wilkesboro intends to construct said Project in accordance with
engineering plans and specifications that have been or will have been approved by the
North Carolina Public Water Supply Section.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE
TOWN OF NORTH WILKESBORO THAT:
The Town of North Wilkesboro does hereby accept the State Revolving Loan offer in the amount of
$1,973,196; and
That the Town of North Wilkesboro does hereby give assurance to the North Carolina Department of
Environmental Quality that they will adhere to all applicable items specified in the standard
“Conditions” and “Assurances” of the Department’s funding offer, awarded in the form of State
Revolving Loan; and
The Town Manager, Wilson Hooper, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and directed to
furnish such information, as the appropriate State agency may request, in connection with such
application or the Project; to make the Assurances as contained above; and to execute such other
documents as may be required in connection with the application; and
That the Town of North Wilkesboro has complied substantially or will comply substantially with all
Federal, State and local laws, rules, regulations, and ordinances applicable to the Project, and to Federal
and State grants and loans pertaining thereto.

Adopted this the April 7, 2021 at North Wilkesboro, North Carolina.

Robert L. Johnson, Mayor
_____________________________________

Debra W. Pearson, Town Clerk
C:\

G. TOURISM/MARKETING FY21-22 NEEDS PRESENTATION
Hear a presentation on the needs of the Tourism/Marketing department for FY21-22

STAFF RESOURCES: Crystal Keener, Tourism/Marketing
FUNDING SOURCE: Tourism/Marketing budget
BACKGROUND:
•
•
•

Crystal Keener had a long-scheduled vacation day on March 5 and missed the Board of
Commissioners retreat.
At the retreat, department heads shared their needs for the coming fiscal year.
Crystal will make a brief presentation on the needs of her department, and take questions from the
Board.

ACTION:
•

No action needed. For information and discussion only.

H. SPLASH PAD UPDATE
Hear a presentation on completion of the Smoot Park Splash Pad.

STAFF RESOURCES: Wilson Hooper, Town Manager
Danny Johnson, Town Attorney
FUNDING SOURCE: Contingency fund and Recreation department operating budget
BACKGROUND:
•

•
•

•
•
•

•

At a closed session on February 2, 2021 the Board of Commissioners agreed to break ties with
Mastin Aquatics, the contractor responsible for constructing the Smoot Park Splash Pad, on breach
of contract grounds.
The Town has since sent a demand letter via certified mail to Mastin Aquatics sharing our
intentions, though the letter was returned after several attempts by USPS to deliver it.
The legal path outlined in the letter requires that the Town finish the project with another contractor
and seek reimbursement from Mastin Aquatics before it can seek a legal judgement against the
company.
Town staff have received three quotes from reputable aquatics companies, and all were in the same
range of about $150,000.
Some other incidental costs will bump the total figure we’ll need to reappropriate up to about
$160,000.
Staff recommend amending the Recreation Department budget with $100,000 from the contingency
fund. That amount, plus savings in the Recreation budget, should cover the cost of the construction.
If it doesn’t, staff recommends waiting until the end of the fiscal year to make that department
whole again from other sources.
If the Town receives payment from Mastin, or wins judgement in court, those funds will be placed
in the General Fund Capital Reserve Fund for use on a future project.

ACTION:
•
•

No action needed. For information only.
If Commissioners wish to proceed, staff will prepare necessary budget amendments and other
documents for approval at the next Regular Meeting. Staff will also carefully review the proposals
from the third-party vendors to ensure that they meet procurement requirements, etc.

ATTACHMENT:
1.) Copy of letter to Mastin Aquatics
2.) Copy of returned, unopened envelope

I. ZONING ORDINANCE AND TOWN CODE UPDATES FOR
160D PROJECT
Review recommended changes to the following chapters of the Town’s Zoning Ordinance to align
with the recently amended NCGS 160D:
•
•
•
•

Chapter 1: General Provisions
Chapter 2: Administrative
Chapter 5: Buildings
Chapter 19: Zoning Ordinance

STAFF RESOURCES: Meredith Detsch, Planning
FUNDING SOURCE: N/A
BACKGROUND:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

At previous meetings, the Board has heard updates on staff’s work to complete a required update of
the Town’s zoning code and supporting town codes.
Before this year, the rules that granted authority to counties and municipalities to regulate land use
were scattered through the NC General Statutes.
In 2019 the General Assembly passed, and the Governor approved, an updated NCGS 160D,
consolidating all these rules into a single chapter.
The updated statute also included some technical and procedural clarifications, and consensus
reforms.
Municipalities must update their own zoning ordinances and town codes to incorporate these
changes by July 1, 2021.
The Planning Board has methodically reviewed the Zoning Ordinance and made sure that its
language aligns with the language of NCGS 160D.
During this process they discovered a number of areas where the Zoning Ordinance needed to be
substantively updated to comply. At a previous meeting, the Board agreed to a schedule to review
these changes chapter by chapter.
At the February 25, 2021 meeting, the Board reviewed changes to the first six articles of the Zoning
Ordinance.
This evening, staff will give a presentation on the changes to Chapters 1, 2, and 5, go through the
remaining articles VII-XI of the Zoning Ordinance, and answer the Board’s questions on updates.
Additionally, there are minor edits to Articles III, V, and XI discovered recently that staff will go
over.
The Planning Board to date has reviewed and held public hearings on all chapters listed for
discussion tonight.
The Board is asked to review the red-lined copy of the proposed ordinance that was distributed by
staff several months ago and the additional town codes within this agenda packet.
Staff requests that any grammatical changes noted by Commissioners be sent directly to Meredith
Detsch to preserve time during this meeting for policy discussion.
The remaining articles will be reviewed on the dates indicated in the attached project schedule.

ACTION:
•
•

No official action required tonight.
At the April 6, 2021 meeting, the Board of Commissioners will be asked to call for a public hearing
to be held May 4, 2021 on the changes reviewed tonight.

ATTACHMENTS:
1.)
2.)
3.)
4.)
5.)
6.)
7.)

Planning Board recommendations for Chapter 1,2,3,5,19.
Redlined Chapter 1: General Provisions
Redlined Chapter 2: Administrative
Redlined Chapter 5: Building
Major changes to the Zoning Ordinance Articles VII-XI
Redlined draft of updated Zoning Ordinance (electronic versions of agenda only)
160D project remaining schedule/deadlines

Chapter 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS
Sections:

1-1. - How Code designated and cited.
The ordinances embraced in this and the following chapters and sections shall constitute and be
designated "The Code of the Town of North Wilkesboro, North Carolina," and may be so cited. Such
Code may also be cited as "North Wilkesboro Town Code."

1-2. - Definitions and rules of construction.
In the construction of this Code and of all ordinances, the following definitions and rules of
construction shall be observed, unless inconsistent with the manifest intent of the board of commissioners
or the context clearly requires otherwise:
Board of Commissioners. The phrase "board of commissioners" shall mean the governing body of
the Town of North Wilkesboro, North Carolina.
Computation of Time. The time within which an act is to be done shall be computed by excluding the
first and including the last day; and if the last day is Saturday, Sunday or a legal holiday, that shall be
excluded.
County. The word "county" shall mean the County of Wilkes in the State of North Carolina, except as
otherwise provided.
Gender. Words importing the masculine gender shall include the feminine and neuter.
Joint Authority. All words giving a joint authority to three or more persons or officers shall be
construed as giving such authority to a majority of such persons or officers.
Month. The word "month" shall mean a calendar month.
Number. Words used in the singular include the plural and the plural includes the singular number.
Oath. The word "oath" shall be construed to include an affirmation in all cases in which, by law, an
affirmation may be substituted for an oath, and in such cases the words "swear" and "sworn" shall be
equivalent to the words "affirm" and "affirmed."
Official Time Standard. Whenever certain hours are named in this Code, they shall mean standard
time or daylight saving time, as may be in current use in this town.
Owner. The word "owner," applied to any property, shall include any part owner, joint owner, tenant
in common, joint tenant or tenant by the entirety, of the whole or a part of such property.
Person. The word "person" shall include a corporation, firm, partnership, association, organization
and any other group acting as a unit, as well as an individual.
"Personal property" includes every species of property except real property, as herein defined.
Preceding, Following. The words "preceding" and "following" shall mean next before and next after,
respectively.
Property. The word "property" shall include real and personal property.
"Real property" shall include lands, tenements and hereditaments.
Shall; May. The word "shall" is mandatory, and the word "may" is permissive.
Sidewalk. The word "sidewalk" shall mean any portion of a street, between the curb line and the
adjacent property line intended for the use of pedestrians.
"Signature" or "subscription" includes a mark when the person cannot write.

State. The word "state" shall be construed to mean the State of North Carolina, except as otherwise
provided.
Street. The word "street" shall mean and include any public way, road, highway, street, avenue,
boulevard, parkway, alley, lane, viaduct, bridge and the approaches thereto within the town and shall
mean the entire width of the right-of-way between abutting property lines.
Tenant. The words "tenant" or "occupant" applied to a building or land shall include any person who
occupies the whole or a part of such building or land, whether alone or with others.
Time. Words used in the past or present tense include the future as well as the past and present.
Town. The words "the town" shall mean the Town of North Wilkesboro, in the County of Wilkes and
the State of North Carolina, except as otherwise provided.
Writing. The words "writing" and "written" shall include printing and any other mode of representing
words and letters.
Year. The word "year" shall mean a calendar year.

1-3. - Provisions considered as continuations of existing ordinances.
The provisions appearing in this Code, so far as they are the same as those of ordinances adopted
prior to the adoption of this Code and included herein, shall be considered as continuations thereof and
not as new enactments.

1-4. - Catchlines of sections.
The catchlines of the several sections of this Code are intended as mere catchwords to indicate the
contents of the section and shall not be deemed or taken to be Titles of such sections nor as any part
thereof, nor, unless expressly so provided, shall they be so deemed when any of such sections, including
the catchlines, are amended or reenacted.

1-5. - Severability of parts of Code.
It is hereby declared to be the intention of the board of commissioners that the sections, paragraphs,
sentences, clauses and phrases of this Code are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence,
paragraph or section of this Code shall be declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by the valid
judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not
affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this Code, since
they would have been enacted by the board of commissioners without the incorporation in this Code of
any such unconstitutional or invalid phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section.

1-6. - General penalty—Continuing violations.
Wherever in this Code or in any ordinance of the town or in any rule, regulation, order or notice of
any officer or agency of the town, under authority duly vested in him or it, any act is prohibited or is made
or declared to be unlawful or an offense or a misdemeanor, or wherever in such Code, ordinance, rule,
regulation, order or notice the doing of any act is required or the failure to do any act is declared to be
unlawful or an offense or misdemeanor, where no specific penalty is provided therefor, the violation of
any such provision of this Code or any such ordinance, rule, regulation, order or notice shall be punished
as provided in Section 14-4 of the General Statutes of North Carolina as amended by Chapter 446 of the
1991 Session Laws, with violators of an ordinance regarding the operation or parking of vehicles
responsible for a penalty not to exceed fifty dollars for each separate violation and violators of all other
ordinances subject to a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars or imprisonment for not more than thirty
days for each separate violation; provided, that, notwithstanding the foregoing, the violation of any
provision contained in Divisions 1 or 3 of Article V of Chapter 11 of this Code is, by virtue of the provisions
of Section 160A-175 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, not subject to the penalty provisions of
Section 144 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, and the violation of any such provision shall give
rise to a civil penalty only, as provided in Section 160A-175 (c) of the General Statutes of North Carolina,

and shall be enforced in the nature of a civil claim for relief against the offending party. Each day any
violation of this Code or of any ordinance, rule, regulation, order or notice shall continue shall constitute a
separate offense, except as may otherwise be specifically provided.

1-7. - Extraterritorial jurisdiction.
In accordance with the authority conferred by Article 19, Zoning Ordinance
For extension of extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ), the Town must provide mailed notice thirty days
prior to ETJ hearing; the Town may hold one hearing (with single mailed notice) regarding ETJ and initial
zoning amendment. (G.S. 160D-202(d).) The Town may hold hearings in anticipation of change in
jurisdiction. (G.S. 160D-204.) Statutes, having published notice of an intention to adopt an ordinance
declaring the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the town and after holding public hearing on the same, it is
hereby declared that the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the town from and after the effective date of this
section is and shall be the area hereinafter described. The Subdivision Regulations, Zoning Ordinance,
Historic Zoning Ordinance and Planning Board Ordinance of the town, as in effect from time to time from
and after the effective date of this section, shall apply to the area within the corporate limits of the town
and to the extraterritorial area hereinafter described. The extraterritorial area specified in this section is
shown on the "Official Zoning Map, North Wilkesboro, North Carolina," dated July, 1971, which map is on
file in the office of the town clerk the map is maintained by the Planning Director and kept on file via paper
and digital format in the Town Hall. Such extraterritorial area is generally described as being the area
lying between the corporate limits of the town and the following described extra territorial line:
"BEGINNING at the Yadkin River Bridge on Wilkesboro Blvd. between the Towns of North
Wilkesboro and Wilkesboro, following the extraterritorial jurisdictional (ETJ) line of the Town of Wilkesboro
going easterly along the center of the Yadkin River; thence following said ETJ line southerly to a point in
the center line of SR 2446 (Camp Joe Harris Rd), said point being 1.9 miles south of the intersection of
SR 2446 (Camp Joe Harris Rd) and SR 2510 (Old 421); thence along the center line of SR 2446 (Camp
Joe Harris Rd) to the intersection of SR 2446 (Camp Joe Harris Rd) and SR 2443 (Hunter Rd); thence
north along the center line of SR 2443 (Hunter Rd) to the intersection of SR 2443 (Hunter Rd) and NC
115; thence along the center line of NC 115 in a northerly direction to the intersection of SR 2318 (Mathis
Mill Rd); thence along the center line of SR 2318 (Mathis Mill Rd) to the intersection of SR 2358
(Lakeview Dr); thence along the center line of SR 2358 (Lakeview Dr) to the end of said road; thence
leaving SR 2358 and following an unnamed creek approximately .9 miles north to the point where said
creek empties into the Yadkin River; thence east with the meanders of the Yadkin River for approximately
.8 miles to the point where an unnamed creek intersects said river; thence traveling north to the terminus
of said creek and thence along the south and west property lines of John William Caudill to the
intersection of SR 2090 (Vista Ln) and NC Hwy 268; thence along the center line of SR 2090 (Vista Ln)
north and leaving SR 2090 (Vista Ln) thence along the western property line of Phillip and Donna
Osborne; thence north along the western property line of Phillip and Nancy Southern and along the
eastern property line of Roger and Vivian Pilkington until the intersection of SR 2086 (Beaumont-Poplar
St) and SR 2102 (Beaumont-Elm St); thence following the center line of SR 2102 (Beaumont-Elm St)
north for 156 feet to the point where the north property line of Ray and JoAnn Porter intersects said road;
thence heading in a westerly direction along the northern property lines of Dennis and Deborah Adams,
James and Tommie Burchette, Dean and Carolyn Vannoy, Frank and Elizabeth Aversa; thence along the
eastern and northern property lines of John and Virginia Bauguess; thence along the northern property
line of Guy Hutchinson to a point in the center of Mulberry Creek; thence north with the center of Mulberry
Creek 1750 feet to a bend in the Creek; thence from the western-most corner of James William Brown
etal (Beaumont Acres lot #10) due west crossing Mulberry Creek to the eastern-most corner of Walter
Clay and Nancy Richardson; thence following the Richardson's north property line and then along the
southern property line of Franklin and Lois Lewis to a point where said property line intersects the end of
SR 1701 (Cartpath Rd); thence traveling with the center line of SR 1701 (Cartpath Rd) crossing SR 1002
(Mtn. View Rd.) to the intersection of SR 1701 (Cartpath Rd) and NC Hwy 18N; thence south with the
center line of NC Hwy 18 to the intersection of NC Hwy 18 and SR 1532 (Byrd Ridge Rd); thence along
the center line of SR 1532 (Byrd Ridge Rd) to the intersection of SR 1532 (Byrd Ridge Rd) and SR 1533
(Robin Ln); thence along SR 1533 (Robin Ln) to the end of the road; thence leaving said road and
following the northern and western property lines of Minnie Wagoner and the western property line of

John Ferguson until intersecting the Reddies River at a bend in said river; thence along the center of the
Reddies River approximately 3900 feet in a southerly direction to a point in the river where the northern
property line of Bobby and Patsy Caudill intersects said river; thence along the Caudill's northern property
line to the end of SR 1520 (Suncrest Orchard Rd); thence along the center line of SR 1520 (Suncrest
Orchard Rd) to the intersection of SR 1520 (Suncrest Orchard Rd) and SR 1517 (Sauncrest-Sunset
Connector Rd); thence following the center line of SR 1517 (Suncrest-Sunset Connector Rd) south 2250
feet to a point in the road; thence following the western property line of Max and Betsy Ferree, and along
Mrs. S.V. Forester's eastern-most property line; thence along the eastern property line of Richard Meade;
thence along the south and western property lines of Ralph and Marcia Faw until it intersects the end of
state maintenance for SR 1586 (Beashears-Owings Ln); thence along the center line of SR 1586
(Beashears-Owings Ln) to the intersection of SR 1586 (Beashears-Owings Ln) and SR 1514 (Welcome
Home Church Rd); thence along the center line of SR 1514 (Welcome Home Church Rd) to the end of
state maintenance of SR 1514 (Welcome Home Church Rd); thence leaving SR 1514 (Welcome Home
Church Rd) and heading 400 feet southwest to an unnamed creek; thence south with said unnamed
creek to the junction of another creek, both being on S & S Farm property; thence following said creek
west to the northernmost point of the Town of Wilkesboro's ETJ; thence following the Town of
Wilkesboro's ETJ back to the BEGINNING point."

Town Code Chapter 2 Administrative –Proposed text amendments per 160D requirements
2-16.1. - Governing board conflict of interest in zoning.
A town board member shall not vote on any zoning map or text amendment where the outcome
of the matter being considered is reasonably likely to have a direct, substantial, and readily
identifiable financial impact on the member. A town board member shall not vote on any zoning
amendment if the landowner of the property subject to a rezoning petition or the applicant for a
text amendment is a person with whom the member has a close familial, business, or other
associational relationship.
2-16.2 Zoning Hearings
The board of commissioners shall not hold its required hearing or take action until it has
received a recommendation regarding the regulation from the planning board. Following its
required hearing, the board of commissioners may refer the regulation back to the planning
board for any further recommendations that the board may wish to make prior to final action by
the board of commissioners regarding adopting, modifying and adopting, or rejecting the
regulation. Following the initial adoption of a zoning regulation, all proposed amendments to the
zoning regulation or zoning map shall be submitted to the planning board for review and
comment. If no written report is received from the planning board within 30 days of referral of
the amendment to that board, the board of commissioners may act on the amendment without
the planning board report. The board of commissioners is not bound by the recommendations of
the planning board. Any development regulation other than a zoning regulation that is proposed
to be adopted pursuant to the Town Code may be referred to the planning board for review and
comment. Any development regulation other than a zoning regulation may provide that future
proposed amendments of that ordinance be submitted to the planning board for review and
comment. Any other action proposed to be taken pursuant to the Town Code may be referred to
the planning board for review and comment.
2-16.3 Governing board statement of reasonableness in zoning regulations
a) Plan Consistency. - When adopting or rejecting any zoning text or map amendment, the
board of commissioners shall approve a brief statement describing whether its action is
consistent or inconsistent with an adopted comprehensive plan. The requirement for a plan
consistency statement may also be met by a clear indication in the minutes by the board of
commissioners that at the time of action on the amendment the members were aware of and
considered the planning board's recommendations and any relevant portions of an adopted
comprehensive plan. If a zoning map amendment is adopted and the action was deemed
inconsistent with the adopted plan, the zoning amendment shall have the effect of also
amending any future land-use map in the approved plan, and no additional request or
application for a plan amendment shall be required. A plan amendment and a zoning
amendment may be considered concurrently. The plan consistency statement is not subject to
judicial review. If a zoning map amendment qualifies as a "large-scale rezoning" under
G.S. 160D-602(b), the board of commissioners’ statement describing plan consistency may
address the overall rezoning and describe how the analysis and policies in the relevant adopted
plans were considered in the action taken.
(b) Additional Reasonableness Statement for Rezonings. - When adopting or rejecting any
petition for a zoning map amendment, a statement analyzing the reasonableness of the
proposed rezoning shall be approved by the board of commissioners. This statement of

reasonableness may consider, among other factors, (i) the size, physical conditions, and other
attributes of the area proposed to be rezoned, (ii) the benefits and detriments to the landowners,
the neighbors, and the surrounding community, (iii) the relationship between the current actual
and permissible development on the tract and adjoining areas and the development that would
be permissible under the proposed amendment; (iv) why the action taken is in the public
interest; and (v) any changed conditions warranting the amendment. If a zoning map
amendment qualifies as a "large-scale rezoning" under G.S. 160D-602(b), the board of
commissioners’ statement on reasonableness may address the overall rezoning.
(c) Single Statement Permissible. - The statement of reasonableness and the plan consistency
statement required by this section may be approved as a single statement.
Skip to Planning Board sections:

2-41. - General rules.
The Planning Board of the Town of North Wilkesboro, North Carolina, hereinafter referred
to as the "board," shall be governed by Chapters §160A-361, §160A-362 and §160A-363
§160D-301, 160D-307, and 160D-102; 103; 1o6; 502 of the General Statutes of North Carolina
and other general and special acts pertaining to planning and related activities in North
Wilkesboro as well as policies established by the planning board in concurrence with the board
of commissioners. The planning board shall prepare or shall review and comment upon a
proposed zoning regulation, including the full text of such regulation and maps showing
proposed town and extraterritorial jurisdiction boundaries. The planning board may hold public
meetings and legislative hearings in the course of preparing the regulation. Upon completion,
the planning board shall make a written recommendation regarding adoption of the regulation to
the board of commissioners. Pursuant to the General Statutes of North Carolina the planning
board has no legislative power, judicial or quasi-judicial power. Its recommendations do not
restrict or otherwise affect the legislative power of the board of commissioners.
2-42. - Purpose and duties of the planning board.
The planning board, in concurrence with the Town of North Wilkesboro Board of
Commissioners, hereinafter referred to as the "board of commissioners", is charged with
protecting the public health, safety and welfare as it pertains to the orderly growth and
development of North Wilkesboro. For this purpose, the planning board is designated to perform
the following duties:
(1) Prepare, review, maintain, monitor, and periodically update and recommend to the
board of commissioners a comprehensive plan, and such other plans as deemed
appropriate, and conduct ongoing related research, data collection, mapping, and
analysis.
(2) Facilitate and coordinate citizen engagement and participation in the planning
process.
(3) Develop and recommend policies, ordinances, development regulations,
administrative procedures, and other means for carrying out plans in a coordinated
and efficient manner.
(4) Advise the board of commissioners concerning the implementation of plans,
including, but not limited to, review and comment on all zoning text and map
amendments as required by G.S. 160D-604.

(5) Exercise any functions in the administration and enforcement of various means for
carrying out plans that the board of commissioners may direct.
(6) Review and make recommendations on any permit application to be heard by the
board of commissioners.
(7) Perform any other related duties that the board of commissioners may direct to them.
(1) Consider subdivision or development plans as they relate to the town's ordinances and
land use plan in order to determine the consistency of applications with all applicable
local, state and federal ordinances, restrictions and regulations; any plan found to be
inconsistent and denied approval shall be documented as such with the corresponding
findings of fact establishing an inconsistency and be made part of the permanent record
of the proceeding of the planning board;
(2)

Reserved.

(3) Develop and recommend policies, ordinances (zoning, land use, etc.), administrative
procedures, and other means for carrying out plans in a coordinated and efficient
manner, make studies of the town to include making and maintaining a suggested
comprehensive plan for the physical development of the town or modified parts of such
plan as the planning board or board of commissioners may deem best;
(4)
(5)

Advise the board of commissioners concerning the use and amendment for means of
carrying out plans;
Perform any other related duties that the board of commissioners may direct.

2-43. - Membership.
(a)

The planning board shall consist of seven voting members who shall serve staggered
terms. Each member shall be appointed for five year terms. Four of the seven members will
be in-town members and three will be ETJ members.
The Planning Board of the Town of North Wilkesboro shall consist of
six members appointed by the Board of Commissioners. Three of the members
shall be from the town’s extraterritorial jurisdiction. Every decennial census the calculation
of the board must be verified to ensure proper representation is established with the board
members. Proportional representation shall be provided by appointing member
representation of residences of the extraterritorial jurisdiction and of the town limits.

(b)

All in-town members and successors shall may be recommended by the planning board
and appointed by the board of commissioners and all ETJ members and successors shall
may be recommended by the planning board and appointed by the Wilkes County Board of
Commissioners.

(c)

Vacancies of in-town members occurring for reasons other than expiration of terms shall
may be recommended by the planning board and shall be filled by the board of
commissioners; as such vacancies occur, for the period of the unexpired term. The board of
commissioners may establish reasonable procedures to solicit, review, and make
appointments. Vacancies of ETJ members occurring for reasons other than expiration of
terms shall may be recommended by the planning board and shall be filled by the Wilkes
County Board of Commissioners, as such vacancies occur, for the period of the unexpired
term. The county shall make the appointments within 90 days following the receipt of a
request from the Town that the appointments be made. A vacancy shall exist on the
planning board if a member is absent (unexcused) from three consecutive regular meetings

or thirty-three percent or more of the planning board's regular meetings within a one-year
period.
(d)

The board of commissioners may appoint alternate members to the planning board as
needed.

(e)

Members shall be limited to two consecutive full five year terms. When a member is
appointed to fill an unexpired seat, the member will serve the balance of that term and up to
one additional five-year term.

(f) Each board member take an oath of office before starting his or her duties.
2-44. - Officers and duties.
(a)

Chair. The Chair shall be elected by the Planning Board from among its members for a
one-year term of office and may not serve as chairman for more than two consecutive oneyear terms, beginning in the month of June. The chair shall decide all matters of order and
procedure, subject to these rules, unless directed otherwise by a majority of the board in
session at the time. The chair shall appoint any committees found necessary to investigate
any matters before the planning board or to perform any of its duties.

(b)

Vice-chair. A vice-chair shall be elected by the planning board from among its members
for a one-year term of office and may not serve as vice-chairman for more than two
consecutive one-year terms, beginning in the month of June, and he/she shall be eligible for
reelection. The vice-chair shall serve as acting chair in the absence of the chair and at such
times the vice-chair shall have the same powers and duties as the chair.

(c)

Method of election. Annually, at the first regular meeting in the month of June, the board
shall elect a chair and vice-chair. If such a regular meeting is canceled or a quorum lacking,
then the election shall be held within thirty-six days thereafter at a regular or special
meeting. The chair shall call for nominations for chair which shall be verbal and seconded
by board members. Any number of members may be nominated. The chair shall close
nominations and call for a show of hands on each nominated member. A quorum shall be
present for election. The newly elected member shall immediately assume the chair. The
same procedure shall be followed for the election of the vice-chair. Whenever the office of
chair or vice-chair becomes vacant during the twelve-month term of office, the same
procedure shall be used to fill the vacancy, provided at least two-thirds of the entire
membership of the board is present.

(d)

Executive secretary. The town planner Planning Director shall serve as executive
secretary of the board. The secretary, subject to the direction of the chair and the board,
shall keep all records as well as supervise the correspondence and other clerical work of
the board. The secretary shall insure that minutes of each board meeting are recorded of all
proceedings. These shall include all important facts pertaining to every meeting and
hearing, every resolution acted upon by the board, and all votes of members of the board
upon any resolution or other matter, indicating the names of members absent or abstaining
from voting.
(e) The board may have detailed rules of procedures and if adopted they must be
maintained by the executive secretary and they must be posted on the Town’s website and
readily available.

2-45. - Meetings.
(a)

General. Meetings shall be conducted in accordance with Article 33C of Chapter 143 of
the General Statutes of North Carolina.

(b) Regular meetings. Regular meetings of the board shall be held on the second Thursday of
the month as needed. Regular meetings may be established at some other time at the
discretion of the board. The meetings shall be held in the municipal building or any other
location within the town or the area of its extraterritorial jurisdiction. All members shall serve
with pay according to the adopted rates on file with the town clerk for all regularly scheduled
meetings. Members may also be reimbursed for any reasonable expenses incurred while
representing the board.
(c)

Special meetings. Special meetings of the Board may be called at any time by the chair.
Notice of the time and place of special meetings shall be given by the executive secretary
to each member of the board at least forty-eight hours in advance of any such meeting.
When the need for a special meeting arises members shall be reimbursed only if the
meeting is called specifically at the request of an applicant.

(d)

Cancellation of meetings. Whenever there is no business for the planning board, the chair
and/or executive secretary may cancel a regular meeting.

(e)

Conduct of meetings. Meetings shall be conducted in accordance with Robert's Rules of
Order Newly Revised. The order of business at meetings shall be:
(1)

Call to order and determination of quorum.

(2)

Approval of minutes of previous meetings(s).

(3)

Discussion and recommendation of matters which public hearings were held, or
previously held and continued, in a working session.

(4)

Public hearings pertaining to zoning map amendments, text amendments or other
matters requiring such hearings.

(5)

Reports of committees.

(6)

Other unfinished business.

(7)

Other new business.

(8)

Planning Director's report.

(9)

Adjournment.

(f)

Duty to vote. Every member must vote unless excused by the remaining members. A
member who wishes to be excused from voting shall so inform the chair, who shall entertain
a motion by the remaining members present on the request. No member shall be excused
from voting except on matters involving his own financial interest or official conduct. In all
other cases, a failure to vote by a member who is physically present or has withdrawn
without being excused by a majority vote of the remaining members present shall be
recorded as an affirmative vote.

(g)

Contacts outside public hearings. The public hearing is the primary place where
petitioners, opponents, and others interested in matters considered by the board should
present information concerning such matters. Contact between interested parties and board
members outside of public hearings is discouraged. When such contact occurs, members
should disclose the content of the contact at the next regular meeting.

(h)

Quorum determination. A majority of the board membership, excluding vacancies, shall
constitute a quorum. A quorum shall be present for the board to take any official action.

(i)

Conflict of interest. Members of the board shall not vote on any advisory or legislative
decision regarding a development regulation adopted pursuant to this Chapter where the

outcome of the matter being considered is reasonably likely to have a direct, substantial,
and readily identifiable financial impact on the member. A board member shall not vote on
any zoning amendment if the landowner of the property subject to a rezoning petition or the
applicant for a text amendment is a person with whom the member has a close familial,
business, or other associational relationship. If any board member has a financial or close
familial, business, or other associational relationship interest in a matter before the board,
that member shall ask the chair to be recused from participating in the hearing, discussion,
and voting on the matter. Recused members shall vacate their seats while the matter is
being considered. No board member should accept any gift, meal, or any other thing of
value from any party involved in a matter before the board. Board members should not
indicate their positions regarding matters before the body prior to receiving all the evidence
presented at the public hearing.
(j)

Absence and attendance. It shall be the duty of all planning board members to inform the
planning and inspections department executive secretary of any anticipated absence and
notification shall be immediately after receipt of the agenda. A regular member who misses
three consecutive regular meetings or thirty-three percent or more of the regular meetings
in a calendar year loses his status as a voting member of the board until reinstated or
replaced by the board of commissioners, or the Wilkes County Board of Commissioners if
an extraterritorial member. Absences due to sickness, death or other emergencies of like
nature shall be regarded as approved absences and shall not affect the member's status on
the board; except that in the event of a long illness or other such case for prolonged
absence the member may be replaced.

(k)

Resignation. If a member of the board moves outside the town limits zoning jurisdiction, or
the extraterritorial jurisdiction member moves outside the extraterritorial jurisdiction area, it
shall constitute a resignation from the board effective upon the date a replacement is
appointed.

(l)

Planning board statement of reasonableness. When conducting a review of proposed
zoning text or map amendments, the planning board shall advise and comment on whether
the proposed action is consistent with any comprehensive plan that has been adopted and
any other officially adopted plan that is applicable. The planning board shall advise and
comment on whether the proposed amendment is consistent with any comprehensive plan
that has been adopted and any other officially adopted plan that is applicable. The planning
board shall provide a written recommendation to the board of commissioners that
addresses plan consistency and other matters as deemed appropriate by the planning
board, but a comment by the planning board that a proposed amendment is inconsistent
with the comprehensive plan shall not preclude consideration or approval of the proposed
amendment by the board of commissioners. If a zoning map amendment qualifies as a
"large-scale rezoning" under G.S. 160D-602(b), the planning board statement describing
plan consistency may address the overall rezoning and describe how the analysis and
policies in the relevant adopted plans were considered in the recommendation made.

Chapter 5 - BUILDINGS
Sections:

Article I. - In General
5-1. - Fire limits—Fire district.
It shall be unlawful for any person to erect any wooden building, wooden shed, or building of any
kind with a wooden roof, or repair any wooden building within the fire limits (fire district) of the town, which
is set out by the following boundary, to-wit:
Beginning at a point in an alley at the northeast intersection of such alley and Eleventh Street
between D and E Streets; thence running in a southerly direction with the east margin of Eleventh
Street to a point in the east margin of Eleventh Street twenty-five feet south of D Street; thence in an
easterly direction parallel with D Street fifteen feet more or less to a point; thence in a southerly
direction following the center of the Southern Railway spur line to a point where the Southern
Railway tracts intersect with the western margin of North Wilkesboro Boulevard; thence in a
southerly direction with the western margin of North Wilkesboro Boulevard to the southwest
intersection of North Wilkesboro Boulevard and Cherry Street; thence in an easterly direction with
the southern margin of Cherry Street to the southeast intersection of Cherry Street and Sixth Street;
thence in a northerly direction with the eastern margin of Sixth Street to the center line of the
Southern Railway tracks; thence in an easterly direction with the Southern Railway tracks to the east
margin of Fifth Street; thence in a northerly direction with the east margin of Fifth Street to the
northeast intersection of Fifth Street and B Street; thence in a westerly direction with the northern
margin of B Street to the northeastern intersection of Sixth and B Streets; thence in a northerly
direction with the eastern margin of Sixth Street to the northeast intersection of an alley and Sixth
Street between B and C Streets; thence in a westerly direction with the northern margin of the alley
to the eastern margin of Water Alley; thence in a southerly direction with the eastern margin of Water
Alley to the northern margin of B Street; thence in a westerly direction with the northern margin of B
Street to a property line located one hundred twenty-five feet east of the northeastern intersection of
Eighth Street and B Street; thence in a northerly direction with such property line one hundred ten
feet to the southern margin of Kensington Drive; thence in a westerly direction with the southern
margin of Kensington Drive to the southeast intersection of Kensington Drive and Eighth Street;
thence in a northerly direction with the eastern margin of Eighth Street to the northeast intersection
of Eighth and D Streets; thence in an easterly direction with the northern margin of D Street one
hundred seventy-five feet to a point in a property line; thence in a northerly direction with such
property line one hundred sixty feet to the northern margin of an alley between D and E Streets,
thence in a westerly direction with the northern margin of said alley to Eleventh Street being the point
of beginning.

5-2. - Permits—General provisions.
A.

1.

No person shall commence or proceed with the construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair,
removal or demolition of any building or other structure, or any part thereof, without a written
permit therefor from the building inspector; provided, that no building permit shall be required for
work the total cost of which does not exceed two thousand five hundred dollars and which does
not involve any change of the structural parts or the stairways, elevators, fire escapes or other
means of egress from the building or the structure in question.

2.

In all cases of removal or demolition of a building or structure, a good and sufficient bond in the
sum of five hundred dollars shall be posted by the property owner or by his or her contractor at
the time of application for a permit, to insure complete removal or demolition, including all rubble
and debris. Failure on the part of the property owner or his or her contractor to completely
demolish, remove and clear the premises, after thirty days’ notice by the building inspector,
shall be cause for forfeiture of the bond.

B.

No person shall commence or proceed with the installation, extension or general repair of any
plumbing system without a written permit therefor from the plumbing inspector; provided, that no
permit shall be required for minor repairs or replacements on the house side of a trap to an installed
system of plumbing if repairs or replacements do not disrupt the original water supply or the waste or
ventilating systems.

C.

No person shall commence or proceed with the installation, extension, alteration or general repair of
any heating or cooling equipment system without a written permit from the heating-air conditioning
inspector; provided, that no permit shall be required for minor repairs or minor burner services or
filter replacements of warm air furnaces or cooling system.

D.

No person shall commence or proceed with the installation, extension, alteration or general repair of
any electrical wiring, device, appliance or equipment without a written permit therefor from the
electrical inspector; provided, that no permit shall be required for minor repair work, such as the
replacement of lamps or the connection of portable devices to suitable receptacles which have been
permanently installed; provided, further, that no permit shall be required for the installation, alteration
or repair of the electrical wiring, devices, appliances and equipment installed by or for an electrical
public utility corporation for the use of a corporation in the generation, transmission, distribution or
metering of electrical energy, or for the use of a corporation in the operation of signals or the
transmission of intelligence.

5-3. - Application for permits.
A.

B.

Written application shall be made for all permits required by this chapter, and shall be made on
forms provided by the inspection department. An application shall be made by the owner of the
building or structure affected or by his or her authorized agent or representative, and in addition to
other information as may be required by the appropriate inspector to enable him or her to determine
whether the permit applied for should be issued, shall show the following:
1.

Name, residence and business address of owner;

2.

Name, residence and business address of authorized representative or agent, if any; and

3.

Name and address of the contractor, if any, together with evidence that he or she has obtained
a certificate from the appropriate state licensing board for contractors, if it be required for the
work involved in the permit for which application is made.

Detailed plans and specifications shall accompany each application for permit when the estimated
total cost of the building or structure is in excess of twenty thousand dollars, and for any other
building or structure where plans and specifications are deemed necessary by the appropriate
inspector in order for him or her to determine whether the proposed work complies with the
appropriate regulatory codes. Plans shall be drawn to scale with sufficient clarity to indicate the
nature and extent of the work proposed, and the plans and specifications together shall contain
information sufficient to indicate that the work proposed will conform to the provisions of this chapter
and the appropriate regulatory codes. Where plans and specifications are required, a copy thereof
shall be kept at the work until all authorized operations have been completed and approved by the
appropriate inspector.

5-4. - Limitations regarding issuance of permit.
A.

1.

No building permit shall be issued for any building or structure the estimated total cost of which
is more than thirty thousand dollars unless the work is to be performed by a licensed general
contractor.

2.

No building permit shall be issued for any building or structure, other than a one or two family
dwelling, the estimated total cost of which is more than ninety thousand dollars or more than
two thousand five hundred square feet, unless the plans bear the North Carolina seal of a
registered architect or a registered engineer.

3.

Where any provision of the general statutes of North Carolina, this Code or any other ordinance
requires that work be done by a licensed specialty contractor of any kind, no permit for work
shall be issued unless it is to be performed by a licensed specialty contractor.

4.

Where detailed plans and specifications are required under this chapter, no building permit shall
be issued unless the plans and specifications have been provided.

5.

No permit for alteration, repair or construction of any building or structure shall be issued unless
the plans and specifications show that the building or structure, and its proposed use, will be in
compliance with applicable provisions of the zoning ordinance.

B.

The town of North Wilkesboro's Building Code is hereby amended to require notice to be given to all
persons constructing a new building that they shall be advised by the building inspector at the time
they obtain a building permit that they are required to provide on the site of the building a temporary
sanitary toilet for the use of the persons engaged to the construction of the building and any person,
firm or corporation failing to make arrangements for a sanitary toilet during the construction shall be
in violation of the Building Code. Any person, firm or corporation in violation of this Code shall pay a
penalty of ten dollars and the cost for each day that he or she fails to provide a facility for the use of
the employees.

C.

The building inspector is given the authority to enforce this chapter and shall so advise the person,
firm or corporation making an application for a permit of this requirement at the time of the issuance
of the building permit.

5-5. - Issuance and revocation of permit.
A.

When proper application for a permit has been made, and the appropriate inspector is satisfied that
the application and the proposed work comply with the provisions of this chapter and the appropriate
regulatory codes, he or she shall issue a permit upon payment of the proper fee or fees as
hereinafter provided in Section 5-7.

B.

The appropriate inspector may revoke and require the return of any permit by notifying the permit
holder in writing stating the reason for revocation. Permits shall be revoked for any material
departure from the approved application, plans or specifications; for refusal or failure to comply with
proper orders of the inspector; for refusal or failure to comply with requirements of this chapter and
the appropriate regulatory codes; or for false statements or misrepresentations made in securing the
permit.

5-6. - Permits and period of validity.
All permits issued under this chapter shall expire by limitation six months after the date of issuance if
the work authorized by the permit has not been commenced. If, after commencement, the work is
discontinued for a period of twelve months, the permit therefor shall immediately expire. No work
authorized by any permit which has expired shall thereafter be performed until a new permit therefor has
been secured.

5-7. - Fees regarding permits.
Fees associated with the provisions of this chapter shall be in accordance with the most recently
adopted fee schedule of the town of North Wilkesboro.

5-8. - Changes in work after issuance of permit.
After a permit has been issued, changes or deviations from the terms of the application and permit,
or changes or deviations from the plans or specifications involving any work under the jurisdiction of this
chapter or of any regulatory code adopted therein, shall not be made until specific written approval of the
changes or deviations has been obtained from the appropriate inspector.

5-9. Reserved. Privilege licenses repealed in 2015.

Contractors—Requirements regarding inspection department.
Every person carrying on the business of building contractor, plumbing contractor, heating-air
conditioning contractor or electrical contractor within the town shall register and obtain a privilege license
at the office of town clerk, giving name, place of business and type of work and business in which he or
she is engaged.

5-10. - Registered contractors required to give bond or proof of liability insurance.
Every person required to register at the office of the town clerk under the preceding section shall also
give a good and sufficient bond in the sum of one thousand dollars or provide to the building inspector, a
liability insurance policy conditioned upon faithful performance of duty in doing any work which he or she
may have contracted to do, and to indemnify the town against loss in any manner whatsoever for any
unskillful or negligent work or conduct in the performance of the duties imposed by the provisions of this
chapter or any regulatory code therein adopted, or any damage to any utility lines, streets or sidewalks in
the town, or for the use of defective or improper material in the work, or for any damage which may
accrue to any person by reason of any default of the contract, or for the payment of any inspection or
other fees required by this chapter.

Article II. - Inspection Department
5-11. - Composition of department.
The inspection department shall consist of a building inspector, a plumbing inspector, a heating-air
conditioning inspector, an electrical inspector and other inspectors or deputy or assistant inspectors as
may be authorized by the town manager. The town manager may, in his discretion, designate one person
to fill any one or more or all of these positions. If more than one person is employed as an inspector, the
town manager may designate a member of the department as the department head.

5-12. - Conflicts of interest.
No officer or employee of the inspection department shall be financially interested in the furnishing of
labor, material or appliances for the construction, alteration or maintenance of a building or any part
thereof, or in the making of plans or specifications thereof unless he or she is the owner of the building.
No officer or employee of the inspection department shall engage in any work which is inconsistent with
his or her duties or with the interests of the town.

5-13. - Department and inspectors—General powers and duties.
A.

Except as may be provided otherwise in this chapter, it shall be the duty of the inspection
department to enforce all of the provisions of this chapter and of the regulatory codes adopted
therein, and to make all inspections necessary to determine whether or not the provisions of this
chapter and the codes are being met, and for those purposes the department and the inspectors
thereof shall have all powers and authority provided by state law, including the North Carolina State
Building Code, the Town Charter, this Code and other ordinances.

B.

The North Carolina State Building Code General Construction and the North Carolina Uniform
Residential Building Code shall be enforced by the building inspector. The North Carolina Plumbing
Code shall be enforced by the plumbing inspector. The North Carolina Heating Code shall be
enforced by the heating-air conditioning inspector. The North Carolina State Electrical Code shall be
enforced by the electrical inspector.

5-14. - Right of entry—Stop orders.

A.

Inspectors shall have the right of entry on any premises within the jurisdiction of the regulatory codes
adopted in this chapter, at reasonable hours, for the purpose of inspection or enforcement of the
requirements of this chapter and the regulatory codes, upon presentation of proper credentials.

B.

Whenever any building or structure or part thereof is being demolished, constructed, reconstructed,
altered or repaired in a hazardous manner, or in violation of any provision of this chapter or any other
town ordinance, or in violation of any provision of any regulatory code herein adopted, or in violation
of the terms of the permit or permits issued therefor, or in a manner as to endanger life or property,
the appropriate inspector may order work to be immediately stopped. The order shall be in writing to
the owner of the property or to his or her agent, or to the person doing the work, and shall state the
reasons therefor and the conditions under which the work may be resumed.

5-15. - Records and reports.
The inspection department, and each inspector, shall keep complete, permanent and accurate
records in convenient form of all applications received, permits issued, inspections and re-inspections
made, and all other work and activities of the inspections department. Periodic reports shall be submitted
to the mayor and board of commissioners and to other agencies, as required.

5-16. - Inspection procedure—Certificates of occupancy.
A.

The inspection department shall inspect all buildings and structures and work therein for which a
permit of any kind has been issued, as often as necessary in order to determine whether the work
complies with this chapter and the appropriate codes.

B.

When deemed necessary by the appropriate inspector, materials and assemblies may be inspected
at the point of manufacture or fabrication, or inspections may be made by approved and recognized
inspection organizations; provided, that no approval shall be based upon reports of organizations
unless reports are in writing and certified by a responsible officer of an organization.

C.

All holders of permits, or their agents, shall notify the inspection department and the appropriate
inspector at each of the following stages of construction so that approval may be given before work
is continued:
1.

Foundation Inspection. To be made after trenches are excavated and the necessary
reinforcement and forms are in place, and before concrete is placed. Drilled footings, piles and
similar types of foundations shall be inspected as installed.

2.

Framing Inspection. To be made after all structural framing is in place and all roughing-in of
plumbing and electrical and heating has been installed, after all fire blocking, chimneys, bracing
and vents are installed but before any of the structure is enclosed or covered. Poured in place
concrete structural elements shall be inspected before each pour of any structural member.

3.

Fireproofing Inspection. To be made after all areas required to be protected by fireproofing are
lathed, but before the plastering or other fireproofing is applied.

4.

Final Inspection. To be made after building or structure has all doors hung, fixtures set, and
ready for occupancy, but before the building is occupied.

D.

Requests for inspections may be made to the department of planning and inspections or to the
appropriate inspector. The inspections department shall make inspections as soon as practicable
after request is made therefor, provided the work is ready for inspection at the time the request is
made.

E.

Re-inspections may be made at the convenience of the inspector. No work shall be inspected until it
is in proper and completed condition ready for inspection. All work which has been concealed before
the inspection and approval shall be uncovered at the request of the inspector and placed in
condition for proper inspection. Approval or rejection of the work shall be furnished by the
appropriate inspector in the form of a notice posted on the building or given to the permit holder or
his or her agent. Failure to call for inspections or proceeding without approval at each stage of
construction shall be deemed a violation of this chapter.

F.

Where the applicant for a permit proposes to erect any building or structure on the line of any street
or other public place, he or she shall secure a survey of the line of the street or other public place,
adjacent to the property upon which building or structure is to be erected, before proceeding with
construction of the building or structure. It shall be the duty of the building inspector to see that the
building does not encroach upon the street or other public place.

G.

No new building or part thereof shall be occupied, and no addition or enlargement of any existing
building shall be occupied, and no existing building after being altered or moved shall be occupied,
and no change of occupancy shall be made in any existing building or part thereof, until the
inspection department has issued a certificate of occupancy therefor. A temporary certificate of
occupancy may be issued for a portion or portions of a building which may safely be occupied prior
to final completion and occupancy of the entire building. Application for a certificate of occupancy
may be made by the building owner or his or her agent after all final inspections have been made for
new buildings, or, in the case of existing buildings, after supplying the information and data
necessary to determine compliance with this chapter, the appropriate regulatory codes and the
zoning ordinance for the occupancy intended. The inspection department shall issue a certificate of
occupancy when, after examination and inspection, it is found that the building in all respects
conforms to the provisions of this chapter, the regulatory codes and the zoning ordinance for the
occupancy intended.

5-17. - Oversight, neglect by inspector.
No oversight or dereliction of duty on the part of any inspector or other official or employee of the
inspection department shall be deemed to legalize the violation of any provision of this chapter or any
provision of any regulatory code therein adopted.

Article III. - Regulatory Codes
5-18. - Applicability of chapter and regulatory codes herein adopted.
A.

B.

The provisions of this chapter and of the regulatory codes herein adopted shall apply to the
following:
1.

The location, design, materials, equipment, construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair,
maintenance, moving, demolition, removal, use and occupancy of every building or structure or
any appurtenances connected or attached to a building or structure;

2.

The installation, erection, alteration, repair, use and maintenance of plumbing systems
consisting of house sewers, building drains, waste and vent systems, hot and cold water supply
systems and all fixtures and appurtenances thereof;

3.

The installation, erection, alteration, repair, use and maintenance of mechanical systems and
appurtenances thereof; and

4.

The installation, erection, alteration, repair, use and maintenance of electrical systems and
appurtenances thereof.

The adoption of this chapter and the codes herein adopted by reference shall constitute a resolution
within the meaning of G.S. Section 143-138(b), as to making the regulatory codes herein adopted
applicable to dwellings and outbuildings used in connection therewith and to apartment buildings
used exclusively as the residence of not more than two families.

5-19. - Building Code adopted.
The North Carolina Building Code: Building Code, 2006 edition and Existing Building Code 2018,
and all relevant appendices and all future appendices and amendments, as adopted by the North
Carolina Building Code Council and as amended, is hereby adopted by reference as fully as though set
forth herein as the Building Code of the town, to the extent that the code is applicable for safe and stable

design, methods of construction, minimum standards and use of materials in building of structures
hereafter erected, enlarged, altered, repaired or otherwise constructed or reconstructed.

5-20. - Plumbing Code adopted.
The Plumbing Code, 2006 2018 edition, and all relevant appendices, (North Carolina State Building
Code, Plumbing Code, 2002 2018 edition), as adopted and published by the North Carolina Building
Code Council and as amended, is hereby adopted by reference as fully as though set forth herein as the
Plumbing Code for the town.

5-21. - Energy Code adopted.
The Energy Code, 2006 2018 edition, and all relevant appendices, (North Carolina State Building
Code, Energy Code, 2006 2018 edition) as adopted and published by the North Carolina Building Code
Council and as amended, is hereby adopted by reference as fully as though set forth herein as the
Energy Code for the town.

5-22. - Electrical Code adopted.
The Electrical Code, 2005 2017 edition, and all relevant appendices, (North Carolina State Building
Code, Electrical Code, 2005 NFPA 70, National Electrical Code, 2017 edition), as adopted by the North
Carolina Building Code Council and as amended, is hereby adopted by reference as fully as though set
forth herein as the Electrical Code for the town.

5-23. - Residential Code adopted.
The North Carolina State Building Code: Residential Code, 2002 2018 edition, and all relevant
appendices, as adopted and as published by the North Carolina Building Code Council and as amended,
is hereby adopted by reference as fully as though set forth herein as the Residential Code in the town.

5-24. - Mechanical Code adopted.
The Mechanical Code, 2006 2018 edition, and all relevant appendices, as adopted and published by
the North Carolina Building Code Council and as amended, is hereby adopted by reference as fully as
though set forth herein as the Mechanical Code for the town.

5-25. - Accessibility Code adopted.
The Accessibility Code, 2002 2018 edition, North Carolina State Building Code; (ex. Chapter 11) and
all relevant appendices, as adopted and published by the North Carolina Building Code Council and as
amended and the 2009 ANSI ICC A117.1 Standard, is hereby adopted by reference as fully as though set
forth herein as the Accessibility Code for the town.

5-26. - Fuel Gas Code adopted.
The Fuel Gas Code, 2006 2018 edition, and all relevant appendices, as adopted and published by
the North Carolina Building Code Council and as amended, is hereby adopted by reference as fully as
though set forth herein as the Fuel Gas Code for the town.

5-27. - Fire Prevention Code adopted.
The Fire Prevention Code, 2006 2018 edition, and all relevant appendices, as adopted and
published by the North Carolina Building Code Council and as amended, is hereby adopted by reference
as fully as though set forth herein as the Fire Prevention Code for the town.

5-28. - Regulations for manufactured homes adopted.

The state of North Carolina Regulations for Manufactured Homes, 2004 edition, and all relevant
appendices, as adopted and published by the North Carolina Code Council and as amended, is hereby
adopted by reference as fully as though set forth herein as the regulations for manufactured homes for
the town.

5-29. - Administration and Enforcement Requirements Code adopted.
The Administration and Enforcement Requirements Code, 2002 2018 edition, and all relevant
appendices, as adopted published by the North Carolina Code Council and as amended, is hereby
adopted by reference as fully as though set forth herein as the Administration and Enforcement
Requirements Code for the town.

5-30. - Amendments to codes herein adopted.
Amendments to the regulatory codes adopted by reference herein, which are from time to time
adopted and published by the agencies or organizations referred to herein, shall be effective in the town
at the time the amendments are adopted by the board of commissioners and filed with the building
inspector as provided in Section 5-32.

5-31. - Required compliance with codes.
A.

All buildings or structures which are hereafter constructed, reconstructed, erected, altered, extended,
enlarged, repaired, demolished or moved shall conform to the requirements, minimum standards and
other provisions of either the North Carolina State Building Code: Building Code, or the North
Carolina Uniform Residential State Building Code: Residential Code , whichever is applicable, or of
both, if both are applicable.

B.

Every building or structure intended for human habitation, occupancy or use shall have plumbing,
plumbing systems or plumbing fixtures installed, constructed, altered, extended, repaired or
reconstructed in accordance with the minimum standards, requirements and other provisions of the
North Carolina Plumbing Code.

C.

All mechanical systems consisting of heating, ventilating, air conditioning and refrigeration systems,
fuel burning equipment and appurtenances shall be installed, erected, altered, repaired, used and
maintained in accordance with the minimum standards, requirements and other provisions of the
North Carolina Mechanical Code.

D.

All electrical wiring, installations and appurtenances shall be erected, altered, repaired, used and
maintained in accordance with the minimum standards, requirements and other provisions of the
North Carolina Electrical Code.

5-32. - Copies of codes to be on file in department of planning and inspections.
An official copy of each regulatory code adopted herein, and official copies of all amendments
thereto, shall be kept on file in the office of planning and inspections. The copies shall be the official
copies of the codes and the amendments.

Article IV. - Unsafe Buildings
5-33. - Construction of chapter.
This chapter is in addition to, and not in substitution for, any other provision of this Code or other
ordinance affecting the same subject matter.

5-34. - Building inspector—Order of condemnation.
A.

Any building or structure or part thereof, partially destroyed or otherwise, which is found by the
building inspector to be in a dilapidated state of disrepair or other substandard condition as to be

dangerous to life, health or other property, or to constitute a fire or safety hazard or a public nuisance
shall be declared by the building inspector to be unsafe.
B.

The declaration by the building inspector shall constitute an order of condemnation for the purposes
of this chapter.

C.

Unsafe condition may be caused by defective construction, overloaded structural parts, decay,
susceptibility to fire or any other hazardous conditions or circumstances.

D.

The building inspector shall have authority, and it shall be his or her duty, to declare all those
buildings or structures unsafe and to take appropriate action to have the conditions corrected or
removed.

5-35. - Duty of owner to comply with order—Procedure—Recourse.
Whenever any building or structure has been condemned by the building inspector, and the
existence of the building or structure in a dilapidated state of disrepair or other substandard condition is
found and determined by the building inspector or, upon appeal from or report by the building inspector as
hereafter provided, by the mayor and board of commissioners to be dangerous to life, health or other
property, or is in a condition as to constitute a fire or safety hazard or a public nuisance, the owner of the
building or structure shall be required to demolish and remove the same and remedy conditions under the
regulations and procedures herein provided; and in the event the owner fails or refuses so to do within the
time directed by the building inspector or by the mayor and board of commissioners, as hereinafter
provided, the mayor and board of commissioners, may, in their judgment, cause the same to be
demolished and removed or other steps taken as they may find to be necessary to suppress and abate
the nuisance and remove the fire or safety hazard and the danger to life, health or other property found to
exist, and specially assess the cost and expense of doing work against the lot or parcel of land on which
the building or structure is located.

5-36. - Notice to owner—Hearing.
Before any building or structure may be ordered to be demolished and removed as provided in
Section 5-35, the building inspector shall notify the owner thereof, in writing, by certified or registered mail
to the last known address of the owner, or by personal service of notice by the building inspector or his or
her assistant or by posting notice as hereinafter provided, that the building or structure is in a condition as
appears to constitute a fire or safety hazard or dangerous to life, health or other property, or to be a public
nuisance, and that a hearing will be held before the building inspector at a designated place at a time not
less than ten days after the date of the written notice, at which time and place the owner shall be entitled
to be heard in person or by counsel upon all legal or factual questions relating to the matter, and shall be
entitled to offer that as he or she may desire which is relevant or material to the questions sought to be
determined or the remedies sought to be effected. If the name or whereabouts of the owner cannot, after
due diligence, be discovered, the notice herein referred to shall be considered properly and adequately
served if a copy thereof is posted on the outside of the building or structure in question at least ten days
prior to the date fixed for the hearing and a notice of the hearing is published one time in a newspaper
having general circulation in the town at least one week prior to the date fixed for the hearing. The notice
shall state the address or location of the building or structure and the time, place and purpose of the
hearing.

5-37. - Order after hearing—Remedy or demolish building.
If, upon hearing, the building inspector shall find that the building or structure in question is in a
dilapidated or substandard state of disrepair as to constitute a fire or safety hazard or to be dangerous to
life, health or other property, or is a public nuisance, he or she shall make an order in writing, directed to
the owner of the building or structure, requiring the owner to remedy the conditions so found to exist by
demolishing and removing the building or structure or taking other steps as may be necessary to abate
the nuisance and remove the hazards, within a period, not less than sixty days, as the building inspector
prescribed.

5-38. - Right to appeal—Procedure and effect.
The owner of any building or structure ordered by the building inspector to be demolished and
removed, or who is directed by the building inspector to take any other steps to abate a nuisance or
remove hazards found by the building inspector to exist, shall have the right of appeal from orders to the
mayor and board of commissioners; provided, that the owner gives notice of appeal to the building
inspector at the time of the hearing at which the order is made, or within ten days after the order is made,
files with the building inspector a written notice of appeal. Notice of appeal shall state the grounds
therefor. Unless an appeal is taken within the time and the manner herein prescribed, the action of the
building inspector shall be deemed final, subject only to action as the mayor and board of commissioners
may take as herein elsewhere provided. Where an appeal has been properly taken and notice thereof
given in accordance with the provisions of this section, it shall be the duty of the building inspector to
report the same to the town clerk, who shall cause the matter to be placed on the agenda for action by
the mayor and board of commissioners at their next regular meeting. The mayor and board of
commissioners shall have the right to continue the hearing of the appeal from time to time, in their
discretion.

5-39. - Building inspector report upon noncompliance of owner—Action.
In the event the owner does not appeal from the final order or direction of the building inspector
requiring that the building or structure be demolished and removed or the taking of other steps as may be
required to abate the nuisance and remove the hazards, and fails or refuses to comply with the order and
direction, it shall be the duty of the building inspector to file a written report thereof with the town clerk,
who shall cause the report to be placed on the agenda for action by the mayor and board of
commissioners at their next ensuing regular meeting or to some subsequent meeting to which they may
continue the same. The building inspector shall mail a copy of the report by certified or registered mail to
the owner at his or her last known address, or have a copy thereof delivered to the owner. This report
shall specify the date of the meeting of the board of commissioners for which the matter will be docketed
for action.

5-40. - Order of governing body—Assessment of costs.
In all cases referred to in this chapter which reach the mayor and board of commissioners for action,
either upon appeal of the owner from the ruling of the building inspector or upon report of the building
inspector that the owner fails or refuses to comply with his or her order or direction, they shall hear the
matter, and if they find and determine that the building or structure in question is in a dilapidated or
substandard state of disrepair as to constitute a fire or safety hazard, or to be dangerous to life, health or
other property, or is a public nuisance, and that the owner of the building or structure has failed or refused
to abate the nuisance and has failed or refused to have the building or structure demolished and removed
or has failed or refuse to take other steps as may be necessary to abate the nuisance and remove the
hazards found to exist, they may cause the demolition and removal of the building or structure to be done,
or effect other remedies as may be necessary to abate the nuisance and remove the hazards, and
specially assess the cost of the work against the lot or parcel of land on which the building or structure
was situated; and the assessment shall constitute a specific lien upon the lot or parcel of land, which may
be enforced by an action instituted in the name of the town in the nature of an action to foreclose a
mortgage as provided by G.S. Sections 105-374 or 105-375 in the case of ad valorem taxes and local
improvement assessments.

5-41. - When governing body to give notice of hearing.
In cases in which the building inspector has been unable to give to the owner actual notice of
hearing in the manner as provided in this chapter, and has given notice by posting and publishing the
same as authorized in Section 5-36, and the owner has failed or refused to comply with the order or
direction of the building inspector to demolish and remove the building or structure, or take other remedial
action as will remove the hazards, and the case is referred to the mayor and board of commissioners for
action, they shall, before taking action, cause to be posted on the outside of the building or structure in

question at least ten days prior to the date fixed for the hearing, and published one time in a newspaper
having general circulation in the town at least one week prior to the date fixed for the hearing, a written
notice stating the address or location of the building or structure involved and the time, place and purpose
of the hearing, and other information as they may deem advisable.

5-42. - Presumption of danger arising from order or action of governing body.
In all cases in which the mayor and board of commissioners under authority of this chapter, cause
the demolition and removal of any building or structure to be carried out, or direct other remedial steps to
be taken as may be necessary to abate the nuisance and remove the hazards, it shall be conclusively
presumed that the public nuisance and the fire and safety hazard and danger to life, health or other
property, created and maintained by the continued presence of the building or structure in a condition as
is found to exist, constitute a clear and present danger amounting to a situation of emergency involving
the public health, safety and general welfare, which requires entry upon private property for the summary
abatement and removal of danger, in the public interest.

5-43. - Violations and penalties.
It shall be unlawful for any person to willfully fail or refuse to comply with any final order or direction
of the building inspector or the mayor and board of commissioners made by virtue and in pursuance of
this chapter, and any person violating this chapter shall, upon conviction, be punished as provided by
G.S. Section 14-4 for the violation of municipal ordinances, and every day a person shall willfully fail or
refuse to comply with any final order or direction of the building inspector or mayor and board of
commissioners made by virtue and in pursuance of this chapter shall constitute a separate and distinct
offense.

Article V. - North Carolina Model Housing Code (Minimum Housing Standards)
5-44. - Findings—Purpose—Authority.
A.

Pursuant to G.S. Section 160A-441 160D-1201, it is hereby found and declared that there exist in
the town dwellings which are unfit for human habitation due to dilapidation, defects increasing the
hazards of fire, accidents and other calamities, lack of ventilation, light and sanitary facilities, and
due to other conditions rendering the dwellings unsafe and unsanitary, and dangerous and
detrimental to the health, safety and morals, and otherwise inimical to the welfare of the residents of
the town.

B.

In order to protect the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the town, it is the purpose of this
chapter to establish minimum standards of fitness for the initial and continued occupancy of all
buildings used for human habitation, as expressly authorized by G.S. Section 160A-444 160D-1205.

C.

In addition, it is hereby found and declared, under the authority of G.S. Section 160A-174 (verified),
that there exist in the town dwellings which, although not meeting the classification as unfit for
human habitation, fail to fully comply with all the minimum standards for housing fitness as
established herein and therefore have present one or more conditions which are inimical to the
public health, safety and general welfare. These conditions, if not corrected, can lead to deterioration
and dilapidation of dwellings, which render them unfit for human habitation.

5-45. - Scope.
A.

This section is hereby declared to be remedial and shall be construed to secure the beneficial
interests and purposes thereof which are public safety, health and general welfare through structural
strength, stability, sanitation, adequate light and ventilation and safety to life and property from fire
and other hazards incident to the construction, alteration, repair, removal, demolition, use and
occupancy of dwellings, apartment houses, rooming houses or buildings, structures or premises
used or intended for use.

B.

The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all existing housing and to all housing hereafter
constructed within the corporate limits of the town (new statue allows us to enforce in the ETJ-160D1203 POLICY QUESTION). Portable, mobile or demountable buildings or structures, including
trailers, manufactured homes and mobile homes when used or intended for use for housing within
the jurisdiction, shall be subject to the applicable provisions of this section. This chapter establishes
minimum requirements for the initial and continued occupancy of all buildings used for human
habitation and does not replace or modify requirements otherwise established for the construction,
repair, alteration or use of buildings, equipment or facilities except as provided in this chapter.

C.

The provisions of this chapter shall also apply to abandoned structures which are found by the board
of commissioners to be a health or safety hazard as a result of the attraction of insects or rodents,
conditions creating a fire hazard, dangerous conditions constituting a threat to children or frequent
use by vagrants as living quarters in the absence of sanitary conditions.

5-46. - Definitions.
A.

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly
indicates or requires a different meaning.

"Abandoned structure" means any structure, whether designed and intended for residential or other
uses, which has been vacant or not in active use, regardless of purpose or reason, for the past two-year
period and which is determined by the housing inspector to be unfit for human habitation or occupancy
based upon the standards as set forth in this chapter.
"Basement" means a portion of a building which is located partly or completely underground. having
access to light and air from windows located above the level of the adjoining ground.
"Cellar" means a portion of a building located partly or wholly underground having inadequate
access to light and air from windows located partly or wholly below the level of the adjoining ground.
"Deteriorated dwelling" means a dwelling that is unfit for human habitation and can be repaired,
altered or improved to comply with all of the minimum standards established by this chapter, at a cost not
in excess of fifty percent of its value, as determined by finding of the housing inspector.
"Dilapidated dwelling" means a dwelling that is unfit for human habitation and cannot be repaired,
altered or improved to comply with all of the minimum standards established by this chapter, at a cost not
in excess of fifty percent of its value, as determined by finding of the housing inspector.
"Dwelling" means any building, structure, manufactured home or mobile home, or part thereof, used
and occupied for human habitation or intended to be so used, and includes any appurtenances belonging
thereto or usually enjoyed therewith. accessory buildings and structures and appurtenances belonging
thereto or usually enjoyed therewith, except that it does not include any manufactured home or mobile
home, which is used solely for a seasonal vacation purpose.
"Dwelling unit" means any room or group of rooms located within a dwelling and forming a single
habitable unit with facilities which are used or intended to be used for living, sleeping, cooking and eating.
"Extermination" means the control and elimination of insects, rodents or other pests by eliminating
their harborage places; by removing or making inaccessible materials that may serve as their food; by
poisoning, spraying, fumigating, trapping or by any other recognized and legal pest elimination methods
approved by the housing inspector.
"Garbage" means the animal and vegetable waste resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking
and consumption of food, or other matter which is subject to decomposition, decay, putrefaction or the
generation of noxious or offensive gases or odors, or which, during or after decay, may serve as breeding
or feeding material for flies, insects or animals.
"Habitable room" means a room or enclosed floor space used or intended to be used for living,
sleeping, cooking or eating purposes, excluding bathrooms, water closet toilet compartments, laundries,
heater rooms, foyers or communicating corridors, closets and storage spaces.

"Housing inspector" means the person appointed by the town manager to carry out the
administration and enforcement of this chapter.
"Infestation" means the presence, within or around a dwelling, of any insects, rodents or other pests
in a number as to constitute a menace to the health, safety or welfare of the occupants or to the public.
"Manufactured home (mobile home)" means a structure as defined in G.S. Section 143-145(7).
"Multiple dwelling" means any dwelling containing more than two dwelling units.
"Occupant" means any person over one year of age living, sleeping, cooking or eating in, or having
actual possession of a dwelling unit or rooming unit.
"Operator" means any person who has charge, care or control of a building or part thereof, in which
dwelling units or rooming units are let.
"Owner" means the holder of the title in fee simple and every mortgagee of record.
"Parties in interest" means all individuals, associations and corporations who have interests of record
in a dwelling and any who are in possession thereof.
"Public authority" means any housing authority or any officer who is in charge of any department or
branch of the government of the town, county or state relating to health, fire, building regulations or other
activities concerning dwellings in the town.
“Public officer”. – any housing inspector, code enforcement officer or any officer who is authorized in
exercising the powers prescribed by the ordinances and by this Chapter. Appointment of this position is
by the Town Manager.
"Rooming house" means any dwelling, or that part of any dwelling containing one or more rooming
units, in which space is let by the owner or operator to three or more persons who are not husband and
wife, son or daughter, mother or father or sister or brother of, the owner or operator.
"Rooming unit" means any room or group of rooms forming a single habitable unit used or intended
to be used for living and sleeping, but not for cooking or eating purposes.
"Rubbish" means combustible and noncombustible waste materials except garbage and ashes, and
the term shall include, but not be limited to: paper, rags, cartons, boxes, wood, excelsior, rubber, leather,
tree branches, yard trimmings, tin cans, metals, mineral matter, glass crockery and dust.
“State building code” the North Carolina State Building Code or any superseding regulation.
"Supplied" means paid for, furnished or provided by, or under the control of, the owner or operator.
B.

Whenever the words dwelling, dwelling unit, rooming house, rooming unit or premises are used in
this chapter, they shall be construed as though they were followed by the words "or any part thereof."

5-47. - Office of housing inspector of minimum housing created—Powers and duties.
A.

For the purposes of administering and enforcing the provisions of this chapter, the office of the
minimum housing inspector is hereby created An annual estimate must be completed and
incorporated into the Town’s budgeting process of the fiscal year’s expenses or costs to provide the
equipment, personnel, and supplies necessary to execute this chapter. The Town is authorized to
make appropriations from its revenues necessary for this purpose and may accept grants or
donations to assist it.

A. Powers and duties:
A.

The housing inspector is hereby designated as the officer to enforce this chapter and exercise the
powers prescribed in this chapter. It shall be the duty and powers of the housing inspector to:

B.

The housing inspector shall be appointed by the town manager, and shall have powers as may be
necessary or convenient to carry out and effectuate the purposes and provisions of this chapter,
including, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, in addition to others herein granted, the
following powers:

1.

Investigations. To investigate the dwelling and building conditions in the town in order to
determine which dwellings therein are unfit for human habitation and dangerous, being guided
in examination of dwellings and buildings by the requirements set forth in this chapter;

2.

Take appropriate action in coordination with the other Town departments, agencies, public and
private, as necessary to ensure rehabilitation of housing which is deteriorated;

3.

Keep adequate records of all cases, results of inspections made per this chapter’s authority and
inventory of all properties that do not meet the minimum standards as stated in this chapter; and

4.

Perform other duties as this chapter prescribes;

5.

Oaths, Witnesses and the Like. To administer oaths and affirmations and to examine witnesses
and receive evidence.

6.

Right of Entry. To enter upon and within premises and dwellings for the purpose of making
examinations and investigations; provided, that entries shall be made in a manner as to cause
the least possible inconvenience to the persons in possession.

7.

Warrants, Citations and the Like. To swear criminal warrants, administrative inspection
warrants, issue civil citations and to take other actions as may be necessary to carry out the
enforcement procedures of this chapter.

8.

Delegation of Functions and the Like. To delegate any of his or her functions and powers under
this chapter to officers and agents as he or she may designate.

5-48. - Inspections.
For the purpose of carrying out the intent of this chapter, the housing inspector, upon proper
identification and/or credentials, is hereby authorized to enter, examine and survey at all reasonable
hours times all dwellings, dwelling units, rooming houses, rooming units on premises, including
abandoned structures. The owners or occupants of every dwelling, dwelling unit, rooming unit or rooming
house, or the person in charge thereof, shall give the housing inspector free access to the dwelling,
dwelling unit, rooming house or rooming unit and its premises at all reasonable hours times for the
purposes of inspection, examination and survey. Every occupant of a dwelling or dwelling unit shall give
the owner thereof, or his or her agent or employee, access to any part of the dwelling or dwelling unit, and
its premises, at all reasonable hours times for the purpose of making repairs or alterations as are
necessary to effect compliance with the provisions of this chapter or with any lawful order issued pursuant
to the provisions of this chapter.

5-49. - Preliminary investigations—Notices—Hearings.
Whenever a petition is filed with the housing inspector by a public authority or by at least five
residents of the town charging that any dwelling is unfit for human habitation or whenever it appears to
the housing inspector (on his or her own motion) that any dwelling is unfit for human habitation, the
housing inspector shall, if his or her preliminary investigation discloses a basis for those charges, issue
and cause to be served upon the owner and parties in interest in the dwellings a complaint stating the
charges in that respect and containing a notice that an administrative hearing will be held before the
housing inspector (or his or her designated agent) at a place within the town therein fixed not less than
ten days nor more than thirty days after the serving of the complaint; that the owner and parties in interest
shall be given the right to file an answer to the complaint and to appear in person, or otherwise, and give
testimony at the place and time fixed in the complaint; and that the rules of evidence prevailing in courts
of law or equity shall not be controlling in hearings before the housing inspector. Upon the issuance of a
complaint and notice of hearing pursuant to this section, the inspector may cause the filing of a notice of
lis pendens, with a copy of the complaint and notice of hearing attached thereto, in the office of the clerk
of superior court of Wilkes County, to be indexed and cross-indexed in accordance with the indexing
procedures of the North Carolina General Statutes. The inspector shall cause a copy of the notice of lis
pendens to be served upon the owners and parties in interest in the dwelling at the time of filing in
accordance with G.S. Section 160A-445 G.S. Section 1.120.2, as applicable. Upon compliance with the

requirements of any order issued based upon a complaint and hearing, the inspector shall direct the clerk
of superior court to cancel the notice of lis pendens.

5-50. - Dwelling unfit for human habitation.
The housing inspector shall determine that a dwelling is unfit for human habitation if he or she finds
that any one of the following conditions exist in a dwelling:
A.

Interior walls or vertical studs which seriously list, lean or buckle to an extent as to render the
dwelling unsafe;

B.

Supporting member or members which show thirty-three percent or more damage or
deterioration, or non-supporting, enclosing or outside walls or covering which show fifty percent
or more of damage or deterioration;

C.

Floors or roofs which have improperly distributed loads, which are overloaded or which have
insufficient strength to be reasonably safe for the purpose used;

D.

Damage by fire, wind or other causes as to render the dwelling unsafe;

E.

Dilapidation, decay, unsanitary conditions or disrepair which is dangerous to the health, safety
or welfare of the occupants or other people in the town;

F.

Inadequate facilities for egress in case of fire or panic;

G.

Defects significantly increasing the hazards of fire, accident or other calamities;

H.

Lack of adequate ventilation, light, heating or sanitary facilities to the extent as to endanger the
health, safety or general welfare of the occupants or other residents of the town;

I.

Lack of proper electrical, heating or plumbing facilities required by this chapter which constitutes
a definite health or safety hazard; and

J.

Lack of connection to a potable water supply and/or to the public sewer or other approved
sewage disposal system, the lack of either one of which renders a dwelling unfit for human
habitation. For the purposes of this standard, a dwelling is not connected to a potable water
supply if the water supply has been cut off because of nonpayment of the water bill or otherwise
or if the system for any reason is not receiving a flow of potable water to the tap.

5-51. - Structural standards.
In addition to the ten conditions stated in Section 5-50, any one of which renders a dwelling unfit for
human habitation, the housing inspector shall determine that a dwelling is unfit for human habitation if he
or she finds that a dwelling fails to fully comply with seven or more of the following enumerated standards
of dwelling fitness:
A.

Structural Integrity. Walls, partitions, supporting members, sills, joists, rafters or other structural
members shall not list, lean or buckle, shall not be rotted, deteriorated or damaged, and shall
not have holes or cracks which might admit rodents.

B.

Supports. Floors or roofs shall have adequate supporting members and strength to be
reasonably safe for the purpose used.

C.

Foundations. Foundations, foundation walls, piers or other foundation supports shall not be
deteriorated or damaged.

D.

Steps. Steps, stairs, landings, porches or other parts or appurtenances shall be maintained in a
condition that they will not fail or collapse.

E.

Egress. Adequate facilities for egress in case of fire or panic shall be provided.

F.

Interior Materials. Interior walls and ceilings of all rooms, closets and hallways shall be furnished
of suitable materials which will, by use of reasonable household methods, promote sanitation

and cleanliness, and shall be maintained in a manner so as to enable the occupants to maintain
reasonable privacy between various spaces.
G.

Weatherization. The roof, flashings, exterior walls, basement walls, floors and all doors and
windows exposed to the weather shall be constructed and maintained so as to be weather and
watertight.

H.

Chimneys. There shall be no chimneys or parts thereof which are defective, deteriorated or in
danger of falling, or in a condition or location as to constitute a fire hazard.

I.

Floors. There shall be no use of the ground for floors, or wood floors on the ground.

5-52. - Plumbing standards.
A.

Facilities. Each dwelling unit shall contain not less than a kitchen sink, lavatory, tub or shower, water
closet, and an adequate supply of both cold water and hot water. All water shall be supplied through
an approved pipe distribution system connected to a potable water supply. For the purposes of this
standard, a dwelling is not connected to a potable water supply if the water supply has been cut off
because of non-payment of the water bill or otherwise or if the system for any reason is not receiving
a flow of potable water to the tap.

B.

Maintenance. All plumbing fixtures shall meet the standards of the town Plumbing Code and shall be
maintained in a state of good repair and in good working order.

C.

Accessible. All required plumbing fixtures shall be located within the dwelling and be accessible to
the occupants of the same. The water closet and tub or shower shall be located in a room or rooms
affording privacy to the user.

5-53. - Heating standards.
A.

Every dwelling shall have facilities for providing heat in accordance with either subsection B or C of
this section. The facilities shall be maintained in a state of good repair and good working order.

B.

Every central or electric heating system shall be of sufficient capacity so as to heat all habitable
rooms, sufficient chimneys, flues, or gas vents, with heating appliances connected, so as to heat at
least one habitable room, excluding the kitchen, bathrooms and water closet compartments in every
dwelling to which it is connected with to a minimum temperature of seventy degrees sixty-eight
degrees Fahrenheit measured at a point three feet above the floor with an outside temperature of 20
degrees Fahrenheit during average winter conditions.

C.

Where a central or electric heating system is not provided, each dwelling shall be provided with
sufficient electrical receptacles, fireplaces, chimneys, flues or gas vents whereby heating appliances
may be connected so as to heat all habitable rooms, bathrooms and water closet compartments with
a minimum temperature of seventy degrees sixty-eight degrees Fahrenheit measured three feet
above the floor during average winter conditions.

D.

If a dwelling unit contains a heating system or heating appliances that meet the requirements of
subsection (b) or (c) of this section, the owner of the dwelling unit shall not be required to install a
new heating system or heating appliances, but the owner shall be required to maintain the existing
heating system or heating appliances in a good and safe working condition. Otherwise, the owner of
the dwelling unit shall install a heating system or heating appliances that meet the requirements of
subsection (b) or (c) of this section and shall maintain the heating system or heating appliances in a
good and safe working condition.

5-54. - Electrical standards.
A.

Wiring. Every dwelling shall be wired for electric lights and convenience receptacles. Every habitable
room shall contain at least two floor or wall type electrical convenience receptacles, connected in a
manner as determined by the town Electric Code. There shall be installed in every bathroom, water
closet room, laundry room and furnace room at least one supplied ceiling or wall-type electric light

fixture. In the event wall or ceiling light fixtures are not provided in any habitable room, then each
habitable room shall contain at least three floor or wall-type electric convenience receptacles.
B.

Hall Lights. Every public hall and stairway in every multiple dwelling shall be adequately lighted by
electric lights at all times when natural light is not sufficient.

C.

Maintenance. All fixtures, receptacles, equipment and wiring shall be maintained in a state of good
repair, safe, capable of being used, and installed in accordance with the town Electric Code.

5-55. - Ventilation standards.
A.

Every habitable room shall have at least one window or skylight facing directly to the outdoors. The
minimum total window area, measured between stops, for every habitable room shall be ten percent
of the floor area of a room. Whenever walls or other portions of structures face a window of any room
and light obstructions are located less than five feet from the window and extend to a level above
that of the ceiling of the room, a window shall not be deemed to face directly to the outdoors and
shall not be included as contributing to the required minimum total window area. Whenever the only
window in a room is a skylight type window in the top of a room, the total window area of skylight
shall equal at least fifteen percent of the total floor area of the room.

B.

Every habitable room shall have at least one window or skylight which can easily be opened, or
another device as will adequately ventilate the room. The total openable window area in every
habitable room, shall be equal to at least forty-five percent of the minimum window area size or
minimum skylight type window size as required, or shall have other approved equivalent ventilation.

C.

Every bathroom equipped with more than one water closet compartment shall comply with the light
and ventilation requirements for habitable rooms.

5-56. - Space, use and location standards.
A.

Room Sizes. Every dwelling unit shall contain at least the minimum room size in each habitable
room as required by the town Residential Building Code. (Floor area shall be calculated on the basis
of habitable room area. However, closet area and wall area within the dwelling may count for not
more than ten percent of the required habitable floor area. The floor area of any part of any room
where the ceiling height is less than four and one-half feet shall not be considered as a part of the
floor area in computing the total area of the room to determine maximum permissible occupancy.)
Every dwelling unit shall contain at least one hundred fifty square feet of habitable floor area for the
first occupant, at least one hundred square feet of additional habitable area for each of the next three
occupants, and at least seventy-five square feet of additional habitable floor area for each additional
occupant. In every dwelling unit and in every rooming unit, every room occupied for sleeping
purposes by one occupant shall contain at least seventy square feet of floor area, and every room
occupied for sleeping purposes by more than one occupant shall contain at least fifty square feet of
floor area for each occupant twelve years of age and over, and at least thirty-five square feet of floor
area for each occupant under twelve years of age.

A. B. Ceiling Height. At least one-half of the floor area of Every habitable room shall have a ceiling
height of not less than seven feet and six inches.
B. C.

Cellar. No cellar shall be used for living purposes unless:

1.

The floor and walls are substantially watertight;

2.

The total window area, total openable window area and ceiling height are equal to those
required for a habitable room; and

3.

The required minimum window area of every habitable room is entirely above the grade
adjoining the window area, except where the windows face a stairwell, window well or access
way.

5-57. - Safe and sanitary maintenance standards.

A.

Exterior Foundation, Walls and Roofs. Every foundation wall, exterior wall and exterior roof shall be
substantially weather tight and rodent proof; shall be kept in sound condition and good repair; shall
be capable of affording privacy; shall be safe to use and capable of supporting the load which normal
use may cause to be placed thereon. Every exterior wall shall be protected with paint or other
protective covering to prevent the entrance of penetration of moisture or the weather.

B.

Interior Floors, Walls and Ceilings. Every floor, interior wall and ceiling shall be substantially rodent
proof; shall be kept in sound condition and good repair; and shall be safe to use and capable of
supporting the load which normal use may cause to be placed thereon.

C.

Windows and Doors. Every window, exterior door, basement or cellar door and hatchway shall be
substantially weather tight, watertight and rodent proof; and shall be kept in sound working condition
and good repair.

D.

Stairs Porches and Appurtenances. Every inside and outside stair, porch and any appurtenances
thereto shall be safe to use and capable of supporting the load that normal use may cause to be
placed thereon; and shall be kept in sound condition and good repair.

E.

Bathroom and Kitchen Floors. Every bathroom and kitchen floor surface and water closet
compartment floor surface shall be constructed and maintained so as to be reasonably impervious to
water and so as to permit the floor to be easily kept in sound condition and good repair.

F.

Supplied Facilities. Every supplied facility, piece of equipment or utility which is required under this
chapter shall be so constructed or installed that it will function safely and effectively and shall be
maintained in satisfactory working condition.

G.

Drainage. Every yard shall be properly graded so as to obtain thorough drainage and so as to
prevent the accumulation of stagnant water.

H.

Smoke Detector Systems. Every dwelling unit shall be provided with an approved listed smoke
detector installed in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations and listing. When
activated, the detector shall provide an audible alarm. The detector shall be tested in accordance
with and meet the requirements of IRC and the household fire warning equipment provisions of
NFPA 72 UL 217, Single and Multiple Station Smoke Detectors.
1. Every dwelling shall be equipped with smoke detectors installed to protect occupants in all
sleeping areas. Operable smoke alarms, shall be either battery-operated or electrical, having an
Underwriters' Laboratories, Inc. listing or other equivalent national testing laboratory approval,
and installed in accordance with either the standards of the National Fire Protection Association
or the minimum protection designated in the manufacturer's instructions.
2. Every dwelling shall have a minimum of one operable carbon monoxide alarm per rental unit per
level, either battery-operated or electrical, that is listed by a nationally recognized testing
laboratory that is OSHA-approved to test and certify to American National Standards
Institute/Underwriters Laboratories Standards ANSI/UL2034 or ANSI/UL2075, and install the
carbon monoxide alarms in accordance with either the standards of the National Fire Protection
Association or the minimum protection designated in the manufacturer's instructions.
3. A carbon monoxide alarm may be combined with smoke alarms if the combined alarm does both
of the following: (i) complies with ANSI/UL2034 or ANSI/UL2075 for carbon monoxide alarms and
ANSI/UL217 for smoke alarms; and (ii) emits an alarm in a manner that clearly differentiates
between detecting the presence of carbon monoxide and the presence of smoke.
4. The requirements in subsections H. (2.) and H (3.) above apply only to dwelling units having a
fossil-fuel burning heater, appliance, or fireplace, and in any dwelling unit having an attached
garage.

5-58. - Insect, rodent and infestation control standards.
A.

Screens. For protection against mosquitoes, flies and other insects every dwelling shall have:

1.

Supplied and installed screens on every door opening leading directly from the dwelling to
outdoor space, except that sliding doors, doors with self-closing devices, doors on mobile
homes with self-closing devices and doors that open into rooms of living spaces that are
artificially ventilated or air conditioned are exempt from this provision.

2.

Supplied and installed screens on every window or other device with an opening to outdoor
space, except that this requirement shall not apply for any room or rooms of a dwelling that are
ventilated year round with an operable and installed heating and air conditioning system.

B.

Rodent Control. Every basement or cellar window used or intended to be used for ventilation, and
every other opening to a basement which might provide an entry for rodents, shall be supplied with
screens installed or other approved device as will effectively prevent their entrance.

C.

Infestation. Every dwelling shall be maintained in a manner to be free of any infestations of insects,
rodents or other pests. Every occupant of a dwelling containing a single dwelling unit shall be
responsible for the extermination of any insects, rodents or other pests therein or on the premises;
and every occupant of a dwelling unit in a dwelling containing more than one dwelling unit shall be
responsible for the extermination whenever his or her dwelling unit is the only one infested.
Whenever infestation exists in two or more of the dwelling units in any dwelling or in the shared or
public parts of any dwelling containing two or more dwelling units, extermination shall be the
responsibility of the owner.

D.

Rubbish Storage and Disposal. Every dwelling shall be supplied with approved containers and
covers for storage of rubbish as required by town ordinances, and the owner, operator or agent in
control of the dwelling or dwelling unit shall be responsible for the removal of rubbish.

E.

Garbage Storage and Disposal. Every dwelling shall be supplied with an approved garbage disposal
facility, which may be an adequate mechanical garbage disposal unit (mechanical sink grinder) in
each dwelling unit or an incinerator unit, to be approved by the inspector, in the structure for the use
of the occupants of each dwelling unit, or an approved outside garbage container as required by
town ordinances.

5-59. - Rooming house standards.
A.

All of the provisions of this chapter, and all of the minimum standards and requirements of this
chapter, shall be applicable to rooming houses, and to every person who operates a rooming house
or who occupies or lets to another for occupancy any rooming unit in any rooming house, except as
provided in the following divisions:
1.

Water Closet, Hand Lavatory and Bath Facilities. At least one water closet, lavatory basin and
bathtub or shower, properly connected to an approved water and sewer system and in good
working condition, shall be supplied for each four rooms within a rooming house wherever the
facilities are shared. All facilities shall be located within the residence building served, shall be
directly accessible from a common hall or passageway and shall not be more than one story
removed from any of the persons sharing the facilities. Every lavatory basin and bathtub or
shower shall be supplied with hot and cold water at all times. The required facilities shall not be
located in a cellar.

2.

Minimum Floor Area for Sleeping Purposes. Every room occupied for sleeping purposes by one
occupant shall contain at least seventy square feet of floor area, and every room occupied for
sleeping purposes by more than one occupant shall contain at least fifty square feet of floor
area for each occupant twelve years of age and over and at least thirty-five square feet of floor
area for each occupant under twelve years of age.

2. 3.
Sanitary Conditions. The operator of every rooming house shall be responsible for the
sanitary maintenance of all walls, floors and ceilings, and for the sanitary maintenance of every
other part of the rooming house; and shall be further responsible for the sanitary maintenance of
the entire premises where the entire structure or building within which the rooming house is
contained is leased or occupied by the operator.

3. 4.

B.

Sanitary Facilities. Every water closet, flush urinal, lavatory basin and bathtub or shower
required by subsection A of this section shall be located within the rooming house and within a
room or rooms which afford privacy and are separate from the habitable rooms, and which are
accessible from a common hall and without going outside the rooming house or through any
other room therein.

Full compliance with a standard means that if any part of the stated standard is not complied with by
a particular dwelling then that dwelling has failed to fully comply with the enumerated standard. For
example, in regard to Section 5-52(A), if all standards are met in a dwelling except that a supply of
hot water is not provided then the dwelling fails to fully comply with Section 5-52(A).

5-60. - Dwellings not in compliance—Not unfit for human habitation.
A.

In any case where the housing inspector determines that a dwelling fails to fully comply with one or
more but less than seven of the above enumerated standards of dwelling fitness, the dwelling shall
not be found to be unfit for human habitation and shall not be subject to the procedures and
remedies as provided for in this chapter for dwellings unfit for human habitation. Each failure of
noncompliance, however, shall constitute a violation of the terms of this chapter and shall subject the
violator to the penalties and enforcement procedures, civil or criminal or both, of Section 5-70.

B.

In making the determination as described in this section, the housing inspector shall not be required
to make notice and hold the hearing as called for in Section 5-49, but the housing inspector may do
so if the determination of the severity and classification of dwelling fitness is not clear to the housing
inspector upon preliminary investigation.

5-61. - Procedure after hearing—Order.
A.

B.

If, after notice and hearing, the housing inspector determines that the dwelling under consideration is
unfit for human habitation in accordance with the standards set forth above, he or she shall state in
writing his or her findings of fact in support of that determination and shall issue and cause to be
served upon the owner thereof an order:
1.

If the repair, alteration or improvement of the dwelling can be made at a cost of less than fifty
percent of the value of the dwelling, requiring the owner, within the time specified, to repair, alter
or improve the dwelling in order to render it fit for human habitation or to vacate and close the
dwelling as a human habitation, based upon the housing inspector’s standards for closing
dwellings; or

2.

If the repair, alteration or improvement of the dwelling cannot be made at a cost of less than fifty
percent of the value of the dwelling, requiring the owner, within the time specified in the order, to
remove or demolish the dwelling. If, after notice and hearing, the housing inspector determines
that the dwelling under consideration is not unfit for human habitation but is not in full
compliance with one or more standards of dwelling fitness as set forth above, he may proceed
with the enforcement procedures of Section 5-71 of this chapter, civil or criminal or both.

Whenever a determination is made pursuant to subsection A or (A) (2) of this section that a dwelling
must be vacated and closed, or removed or demolished, under the provisions of this section, notice
of the order shall be given by first class mail to any organization involved in providing or restoring
dwellings for affordable housing that has filed a written request for those notices. A minimum period
of forty-five days from the mailing of notice shall be given before removal or demolition by action of
the inspector, to allow the opportunity for any organization to negotiate with the owner to make
repairs, lease or purchase the property for the purpose of providing affordable housing. The
inspector shall certify the mailing of the notices, and the certifications shall be conclusive in the
absence of fraud. Only an organization that has filed a written request for notices may raise the issue
of failure to mail notices, and the sole remedy shall be an order requiring the inspector to wait fortyfive days before causing removal or demolition.

5-62. - Failure to comply with order.

A.

B.

If the owner fails to comply with an order to repair, alter or improve or to vacate and close the
dwelling, the housing inspector may:
1.

Cause the dwelling to be repaired, altered or improved or to be vacated and closed; or

2.

Cause to be posted on the main entrance of any dwelling, a placard with the following words:
"This building is unfit for human habitation; the use or occupation of this building for human
habitation is prohibited and unlawful." Occupation of a building so posted shall constitute a
violation of this chapter.

If the owner fails to comply with an order to remove or demolish the dwelling, the housing inspector
may:
1.

Cause the dwelling to be vacated and removed or demolished; or

2.

Cause to be posted on the main entrance of any dwelling, a placard with the following words:
"This building is unfit for human habitation; the use or occupation of this building for human
habitation is prohibited and unlawful." Occupation of a building so posted shall constitute a
violation of this chapter.

C.

The duties of the housing inspector set forth in subsections A and B (5-47) shall not be exercised
until the board of commissioners shall have, by ordinance, ordered the housing inspector to proceed
to effectuate the purpose of this chapter with respect to the particular property or properties which
the housing inspector shall have found to be unfit for human habitation and which property or
properties shall be described in this chapter. No ordinance shall be adopted to require demolition of
a dwelling until the owner has first been given a reasonable opportunity to bring it into conformity
with the Housing Code. For the purposes of this subsection, a period of ninety days following the
date of the housing inspector’s order shall constitute a reasonable opportunity. This order chapter
shall be recorded in the office of the register of deeds in the county wherein the property or
properties are located and shall be indexed in the name of the property owner in the grantor index.

D.

The amount of the cost of repairs, alterations or improvements, or vacating and closing, or removal
or demolition by the housing inspector shall be a lien against the real property upon which the cost
was incurred, which lien shall be filed, have the same priority, and be collected as the lien for special
assessment provided in G.S. Section 160A-443 160D 1203. If the dwelling is removed or demolished
by the housing inspector, he or she shall sell the materials of the dwelling, and any personal
property, fixture or appurtenances found in or attached to the dwelling, and shall credit the proceeds
of the sale against the cost of the removal or demolition and any balance remaining shall be
deposited in the superior court by the housing inspector, shall be secured in a manner directed by
the court, and shall be disbursed by the court to the persons found to be entitled thereto by final
order of the decree of the court.

E.

If any occupant fails to comply with an order to vacate dwelling, the housing inspector may file a civil
action in the name of the town to remove the occupant. The action to vacate the dwelling shall be in
the nature of summary ejectment and shall be commenced by filing a complaint naming as partiesdefendant any persons occupying the dwelling. The clerk of superior court shall issue a summons
requiring the defendant to appear before a magistrate at a certain time, date and place not to exceed
ten days from the issuance of the summons to answer the complaint. The summons and complaint
shall be served as provided in G.S. Section 42-29. The summons shall be returned according to its
tenor, and if on its return it appears to have been duly served, and at the hearing the housing
inspector shall have produced the certified copy of the ordinance adopted by the board of
commissioner pursuant to subsection C authorizing the housing inspector to proceed to vacate the
occupied dwelling, the magistrate shall have the authority to enter judgment ordering that the
premises be vacated and that all persons be removed. The judgment ordering that the dwelling be
vacated shall be enforced in the same manner as the judgment for summary ejectment entered
under G.S. Section 42-30. An appeal from any judgment entered hereunder by the magistrate may
be taken as provided in G.S. Section 7A-228, and the execution of that judgment may be stayed as
provided in G.S. Section 7A-227. An action to remove an occupant of a dwelling who is a tenant of
the owner may not be in the nature of a summary ejectment proceeding pursuant to this subsection,
unless the occupant was served with notice at least thirty days before the filing of the summary

ejectment proceeding that the board of commissioners has ordered the housing inspector to proceed
to exercise his or her duties under subsections A, B and C of this section to vacate and close or
remove and demolish the dwelling.

5-63. - Service of complaints and orders.
A.

Complaints or orders issued by an inspector shall be served upon persons either personally or by
registered or certified mail. When service is made by registered or certified mail, a copy of the
complaint or order may also be sent by regular mail. Service shall be deemed sufficient if the
registered or certified mail is unclaimed or refused, but the regular mail is not returned by the post
office within ten days after the mailing. If regular mail is used, a notice of the pending proceedings
shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises affected.

B.

If the identities of any owners or the whereabouts of persons are unknown and cannot be
ascertained by the inspector in the exercise of reasonable diligence, or, if the owners are known but
have refused to accept service by registered or certified mail, and the inspector makes an affidavit to
that effect, then the serving of the complaint or order upon the owners or other persons may be
made by publication in a newspaper having general circulation in the town at least not later than the
time at which personal service would be required under the provisions of this chapter. When service
is made by publication, a notice of the pending proceedings shall be posted in a conspicuous place
on the premises thereby affected.

5-64. - Appeals.
A.

The board of adjustment is hereby appointed as the housing appeals board to which appeals from
any decision or order of the housing inspector may be taken. Except where this chapter provides for
different rules or procedures, the board of adjustment acting as the housing appeals board shall
follow its rules of procedure, which may be amended to provide specifically for this function.

B.

An appeal from any decision or order of the housing inspector may be taken by any person
aggrieved thereby or by any officer, board or commission of the town. Any appeal from the housing
inspector shall be in writing and shall be taken within ten days from the rendering of the decision or
service of the order by filing with the housing inspector and with the board a notice of appeal which
shall specify the grounds upon which the appeal is based. Upon the filing of any notice of appeal, the
housing inspector shall forthwith transmit to the board all the papers constituting the record upon
which the decision appealed from was made. When an appeal is from a decision of the housing
inspector refusing to allow the person aggrieved thereby to do any act, his or her decision shall
remain in force until modified or reversed. When any appeal is from a decision of the housing
inspector requiring the person aggrieved to do any act, the appeal shall have the effect of
suspending the requirement until the hearing by the board, unless the housing inspector certifies to
the board after the notice of appeal is filed with him or her, that because of facts stated in the
certificate (a copy of which shall be furnished the appellant), a suspension of his or her requirement
would cause imminent peril to life or property. In that case the requirement shall not be suspended
except by a restraining order, which may be granted for due cause shown upon not less than one
day written notice to the housing inspector, by the board, or by a court of record upon petition made
pursuant to subsection E of this section.

C.

The board of adjustment shall fix a reasonable time for hearing appeals, shall give due notice to the
parties, and shall render its decision within a reasonable time. Any party may appear in person or by
agent or attorney. The board may reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or may modify the decision or
order appealed from, and may make any decision and order that in its opinion ought to be made in
the matter, and to that end it shall have all the powers of the housing inspector, but the concurring
vote of four-fifth of the members of the board shall be necessary to reverse or modify any decision or
order of the housing inspector. The board shall have power also in passing upon appeals, when
practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships would result from carrying out the strict letter of the
chapter, to adapt the application of the chapter to the necessities of the case to the end that the spirit
of the chapter shall be observed, public safety and welfare secured, and substantial justice done.

D.

Every decision of the board shall be subject to review by proceedings in the nature of certiorari
instituted within fifteen days of the decision of the board, but not otherwise.

E.

Any person aggrieved by an order issued by the housing inspector or a decision rendered by the
board may petition the superior court for an injunction, restraining the housing inspector from
carrying out the order or decision and the court may, upon the petition, issue a temporary injunction
restraining the housing inspector pending a final disposition of the cause. The petition shall be filed
within thirty days after issuance of the order or rendering of the decision. Hearings shall be had by
the court on a petition within twenty days, and shall be given preference over other matters on the
court's calendar. The court shall hear and determine the issues raised and shall enter the final order
or decree as law and justice may require. It shall not be necessary to file bond in any amount before
obtaining a temporary injunction under this subsection.

5-65. - Alternative remedies.
A.

Nothing in this chapter nor any of its provisions shall be construed to impair or limit in any way the
power of the town to define and declare nuisances and to cause their removal or abatement by
summary proceedings or otherwise nor shall enforcement of one remedy provided herein prevent the
enforcement of any other remedy or remedies provided herein or in other ordinances or laws. In
addition to the remedies provided for herein, any violation of the terms of this chapter shall subject
the violator to the penalties and remedies, either criminal or civil or both, as set forth in Section 5-70
of this chapter.

B.

No dwelling shall be hereafter erected, altered, moved or changed in occupancy without a certificate
of occupancy. In any case where the housing inspector, after notice and hearing as required herein,
finds that a dwelling or dwelling unit is unfit for human habitation, he or she shall withhold issuance of
a certificate of occupancy for the dwelling or dwelling unit until the time that he or she determines
that it is fit for human habitation. In addition, in any case where the housing inspector, after
preliminary investigation as provided for herein, concludes, based upon that investigation, that a
dwelling or dwelling unit is unfit for human habitation and believes that the occupancy of the dwelling
or dwelling unit could cause imminent peril to life or property from fire or other hazards, he or she
shall withhold issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the dwelling or dwelling unit until a time that
he or she determines that it is fit for human habitation.

C.

If any dwelling is erected, constructed, altered, repaired, converted, maintained or used in violation
of this chapter or of any valid order or decision of the housing inspector or board made pursuant to
any ordinance or code adopted under authority of this chapter, the housing inspector may institute
any appropriate action or proceedings to prevent the unlawful erection, construction, reconstruction,
alteration or occupancy, to restrain, correct or abate the violation, to prevent the occupancy of the
dwellings, or to prevent any illegal act, conduct or use in or about the premises of the dwelling.

5-66. - Conflict with other provisions.
In the event any provision, standard or requirement of this chapter is found to be in conflict with any
provision of any other ordinance or code of the town, the provision which establishes the higher standard
or more stringent requirement for the promotion and protection of the health and safety of the residents of
the town's jurisdiction shall prevail. The North Carolina Building Code, current edition, shall serve as the
standard for all alterations, repairs, additions, removals, demolitions and other acts of building made or
required pursuant to this chapter.

5-67. - Repeal and reenactment of existing housing code.
The rewriting of this chapter in part carries forth by reenactment some of the provisions of the
existing Housing Code of the town of North Wilkesboro and it is not intended to repeal but rather to
reenact and continue in force existing provisions so that all rights and liabilities that have been accrued
are preserved and may be enforced. All provisions of the Housing Code which are not reenacted herein
are hereby repealed. All suits at law or in equity and/or all prosecutions resulting from the violation of the
Housing Code in effect, which are now pending in any of the courts of this state or of the United States,

shall not be abated or abandoned by reason of the adoption of this chapter, but shall be prosecuted to
their finality the same as if this chapter had not been adopted; any and all violations of the existing
chapter, prosecutions for which have not been instituted may be filed and prosecuted; nothing in this
chapter shall be so construed as to abandon, abate or dismiss any litigation or prosecution now pending
and/or which may have been instituted or prosecuted.

5-68. - Validity.
A.

If any section, division, sentence, clause or phrase of this chapter is for any reason held to be
invalid, the decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this chapter. The board of
commissioners hereby declares that it would have passed this chapter and each section, subsection,
clause and phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, divisions,
sentences, clauses or phrases be declared invalid.

B.

All ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this chapter are hereby repealed to the extent of
conflict.

C.

This chapter shall become effective upon its adoption by the board of commissioners of the town of
North Wilkesboro, North Carolina.

5-69. - Violations.
In addition to the conditions, acts or failures to act that constitute violations specified in this chapter
above, it shall be unlawful for the owner of any dwelling or dwelling unit to fail, neglect or refuse to repair,
alter or improve the same, or to vacate and close or vacate and remove or demolish the same, upon
order of the inspector duly made and served as herein provided, within the time specified in the order. It
shall be unlawful for the owner of any dwelling, with respect to which an order has been issued pursuant
to Section 5-61, to occupy or permit the occupancy of the same after the time prescribed in the order for
its repair, alteration or improvement or its vacation and closing, or vacation and removal or demolition.

5-70. - Penalties.
A.

Criminal Penalties. Any person, firm or corporation who violates the provisions of this chapter or fails
to comply with any of its requirements shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor
and shall be fined not more than a maximum of five hundred dollars, imprisonment of up to thirty
days, or both, for each violation, as provided in North Carolina General Statutes Section 14-4. The
housing inspector may refer a violation to the district attorney for institution of criminal prosecution of
the alleged violator.

B.

Civil Penalties. The following civil penalty amounts are hereby established:
1.

Notice of Violation. Correct violation within the specified timeframe (typical timeframe) ten to
thirty days;

2.

First civil penalty citation: fifty dollars;

3.

Second and subsequent civil penalty citation(s) for same offense: one hundred dollars;

4.

Third civil penalty citation for same offense: two hundred fifty dollars;

5.

Fourth civil penalty citation for same offense: five hundred dollars.

Subsequent citations for the same violation may be issued by the building inspector once the "grace
period" has expired in association with the initial notice of violation. Each day the violation remains
uncorrected shall constitute a separate violation that subjects the violator to additional civil penalties. In
addition to civil penalties rendered, the violator may be required to pay any and/or all attorney's fees in
the collection of monetary penalties or fees.
C.

Settlement of Claims. The building inspector is authorized to determine the amount of payment that
will be accepted in full and final settlement of some or all of the claims the governing body may have
in connection with the violation. The building inspector shall indicate in writing the claims from which

the violator is released. If the violation has not been remedied, payment shall not release a violator
from potential criminal prosecution or a claim for injunctive relief and/or an order of abatement.
D.

Continuing Violations. The building inspector may issue a civil penalty citation for a violation that
continues without being corrected. The violator in such cases may be assessed a penalty for each
day of the continuing violation. An initial civil penalty citation for a single violation must be issued
before a civil penalty citation for a continuing violation is issued. If the violator has failed to pay the
penalty and correct the violation after the initial civil penalty citation, the violator is subject to a civil
penalty citation for a continuing violation with a daily penalty. An initial civil penalty citation is not
required if the town has previously issued a civil penalty citation to the violator for the same violation
at the same location within the previous two years.

The building inspector may give a single notice of a civil penalty citation for a continuing violation.
The notice must contain a copy of the notice of violation and must state that the violation is continuing,
that a daily penalty of a specified amount is being imposed, and that the penalty is cumulative.

What changed in the Zoning Ordinance:
Article III



Technical Review Committee text aligned with other Town Codes
Planning Board composition aligned with Town Code, even number of members

Article V



Definition of Dwelling unit Accessory and Detached, we cannot regulate ownership
Definition of Boarding or Rooming House, we cannot regulate ownership

Article VII


lots of editorial revisions – misspellings, clarity

Article VIII



removed unnecessary column headings (Res., Mixed, Comm. and Ind., Env.)
added Corridor Overlay column

Article IX



removed unnecessary column headings (Res., Mixed, Comm. and Ind., Env.)
added Corridor Overlay column to all tables

Article X



few edits
added Corridor Overlay column to all tables

Article XI




now called “Supplemental Standards”
few minor grammatical edits and updates
Cannot regulate ownership of properties- Accessory structures & Boardinghouses

Article III. Administration - Minor Change

Quality Resources on or before January 1st of the following year and shall
provide a description of each project receiving a variance and the reasons
for granting the variance.
d) To keep records of the Town’s utilization of the 10/70 Provision,
including any acreage allocated by Wilkes County to North Wilkesboro.
Such records shall include the total acres of non-critical area eligible to be
developed under the 10/70 Provision, and individual records for each
project showing the following information: location, acres, site plan, use,
and total allocation of the 10/70.
e) To monitor land use activities in the watershed to identify situations that
may might threaten water quality. The Zoning Administrator shall report
these situations to the agency with direct regulatory responsibility for these
activities.
(B) The Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Administrator is charged with enforcing the
provisions of the zoning regulations as set out herein. If the Zoning Administrator shall
find that any of the provisions of this article are being violated, he/she shall notify, in
writing, the person responsible for such violations, indicating the nature of the violation
and ordering that necessary actions be taken to correct the deficiency. He/she shall:
(1) order discontinuances of illegal uses of land, buildings, or structures; removal
of illegal buildings or structures, or of illegal additions, alterations or structural
changes; and discontinuance of any illegal work being done; and shall
(2) take any other action authorized by this article to ensure its compliance. The
Zoning Administrator shall be designated by the Town Manager.
(3) The Zoning Administrator shall not make a final decision on an administrative decision
required by this ordinance if the outcome of that decision would have a direct, substantial, and
readily identifiable financial impact on them or if the applicant or other person subject to that
decision is a person with whom the he/she has a close familial, business, or other associational
relationship. If the Zoning Administrator has a conflict of interest, the decision shall be
assigned to the supervisor of him/her or such other staff person may be designated per the
ordinance. The Zoning Administrator shall not be financially interested or employed by a
business that is financially interested in a development subject to regulation under this
ordinance unless he/she is the owner of the land or building involved. The Zoning
Administrator shall not engage in any work that is inconsistent with his or her duties or with
the interest of the Town, as determined by the Town.
(C) The Technical Advisory Review Committee. The Technical Advisory Review
Committee shall be appointed by the Planning Director and shall meet when needed to
discuss land use issues and to review development proposals. The recommendations of
the committee shall be forwarded to review boards by the Planning Director for their
consideration in making decisions regarding rezonings, conditional special use permits and
any other issue related to land use and development as governed by this article within the
zoning jurisdiction of the town.

(D) The Town Manager. The Town Manager shall appoint the Planning Director and the
Zoning Administrator and shall have the authority to exercise any and all duties and
authorities assigned to such them.
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3.2 The Boards.
(A) The Planning Board.
1. Composition. The Planning Board of the Town of North Wilkesboro shall consist of
eight members appointed by the Town Board of Commissioners. Four of the members
shall be from the Town’s extraterritorial jurisdiction.
2. Powers & Duties. The Planning Board shall have the duties prescribed by the Town
Board of Commissioners the Town of North Wilkesboro. In summary, those duties
related to this article include, but may not be limited to, the following:
a. Prepare, review, maintain, monitor, and periodically update and recommend to
the governing board a comprehensive plan, and such other plans as deemed
appropriate, and conduct ongoing related research, data collection, mapping, and
analysis;
b. Facilitate and coordinate citizen engagement and participation in the planning
process;
c. Develop and recommend policies, ordinances, administrative procedures, and
other means for carrying out plans in a coordinated and efficient manner;
d. Advise the council concerning implementation of plans, including, but not
limited to, review and comment on all zoning text and map amendments as
required by G.S. 160D 6-4;
e. Exercise any functions in the administration and enforcement of various means for
carrying out plans that the council may direct;
To review and from time to time initiate changes to this article.
To review and make recommendations on applications for changes to this article or the
zoning maps.
f. To review and make recommendations on any permit application to be heard by
the Town Board.
g. To update and recommend changes to the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.
h. To perform any other related duties that the governing board may direct. (2019111, s. 2.4.)
3. Oath of Office. All members appointed to the Planning Board shall, before entering
their duties, qualify by taking an oath of office as required by G.S. 160D-309.
Additional procedures are outlined in Town Code Chapter 2 Administration.
(B) The Board of Adjustment.
(1) Establishment. The Board of Adjustment of the Town of North Wilkesboro shall
consist of eight members; six regular members and two alternates. Four members (three
regular members and one alternate member) shall be residents of the Town of North
Wilkesboro and be appointed by the Town Board of Commissioners. Four members
(three regular members and one alternate member) shall be residents of the town’s
extraterritorial jurisdiction and be appointed by the Board of Commissioners of Wilkes
County. All members appointed to the Board of Adjustment shall, before entering their
duties, qualify by taking an oath of office as required by G.S. 160D-309.
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Article V. Rules of Construction, Interpretation, and Definitions - Minor Change

BASEFLOOD. (Applies only to the Floodplain Overlay District.). Means the flood level
having a one (1) percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year.
BASE FLOOD ELEVATION. (Applies only to the Floodplain Overlay District.). Means
A determination of the water surface elevations of the base flood as published in the Flood
Insurance Study. When the BFE has not been provided in a "Special Flood Hazard Area",
it may be obtained from engineering studies available from a Federal or State or other
source using FEMA approved engineering methodologies. This elevation, when combined
with the "Freeboard", establishes the "Regulatory Flood Protection Elevation".
BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENT. An owner-occupied residential building
providing rooms for temporary overnight lodging and breakfast for more than three but
not more than eight guests on a paying basis.
BERM. An earthen mound designed to provide visual interest, screen undesirable
views, and/or decrease noise.
BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPS). (Applies only to the Watershed Overlay
District.) A structural or non-structural management-based practice used singularly or in
combination to reduce non- point source input to pollution entering receiving waters in order
to achieve water quality protection goals. Acceptable BMPs shall consist of only those
described in the Department of Environmental Quality’s latest Stormwater Design Manual
at https://deq.nc.gov/sw-bmp-manual
BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMP), NON-STRUCTURAL. Non-structural
BMPs are A non-engineered methods used to control the amount of non-point source pollution
entering the receiving waters. These may include land-use controls and vegetated buffers.

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMP), STRUCTURAL. Structural BMPs are
An engineered structures that are designed to reduce the delivery of pollutants from their
source or to divert contaminants away from the water supply.
BILLIARDS, POOL ROOMS. A commercial indoor recreational establishments primarily
to provide tables for the playing of billiards, pool, and similar games.
BOARDING OR ROOMING HOUSE. A residential An owner-occupied dwelling, or part
thereof, in which lodging is provided to more than three but not more than eight paying
guests on a weekly or longer basis and where the rooms rented neither individually nor
collectively constitute separate dwelling units.
BOWLING ALLEYS. A commercial indoor recreational establishments primarily to
provide providing lanes and equipment for bowling.
BREWERY. An establishment primarily engaged in the wholesale production and
distribution of beer, ale, porter and other fermented malt beverages. Areas for
demonstration, education or tasting are included in this definition and are incidental to the
primary use of producing beverages in accordance with state ABC permits.
BREWPUB. An eating establishment engaged in the incidental retail production of beer,
ale, porter and other fermented malt beverages. Areas for demonstration, education or
tasting are included in this definition and are incidental to an eating establishment and
producing beverages in accordance with state ABC permits.
BROADCAST STUDIO. An establishment primarily engaged in providing two-way
radio/telephone communication services, telephone voice and data communications,
telegraph services, radio and television broadcasting, or cable and other pay television
services, but excluding those uses classified as utilities. This definition includes only those
uses in the following NAICS group(s):
5151 Radio & Television Broadcasting
BUFFER. (See also “Screening”.) A strip of land with natural or planted vegetation, located
between a structure or use and a front, side or rear property line, intended to spatially
separate and visually obstruct the view of two adjacent land uses or properties from one
49

DRY CLEANING AND LAUNDRY PLANTS. A building, portion of a building, or
premises used for cleaning fabrics, textiles, wearing apparel, or articles of any sort by
immersions in volatile solvents including, but not limited to petroleum distillates, and/or
chlorinated hydrocarbons and any process incidental thereto. This definition includes only
those uses which meet this definition and have the following NAICS group(s):
8123 Drycleaning and Laundry Services
DRY CLEANING AND LAUNDRY SERVICES. A building, portion of a building, or
premises used for the collection and distribution of dry cleaning or the cleaning of fabrics,
textiles, wearing apparel, or articles of any sort without the immersion of such articles in
volatile solvents including, but not limited to petroleum distillates, and/or chlorinated
hydrocarbons and any process incidental thereto. It is intended that uses in this category shall
not pose a significant threat to the health and safety of the public or adjacent uses and that
such may legally discharge all liquid waste into a public sanitary sewer or private septic
system.
DWELLING. Any building, structure, manufactured home, or mobile home, or part thereof,
used and occupied for human habitation or intended to be so used, and includes any
outhouses and appurtenances belonging thereto or usually enjoyed therewith. The term does
not include any manufactured home, mobile home, or recreational vehicle, if
used solely for a seasonal vacation purpose.
DWELLING UNIT. A room or combination of rooms designed for year-round habitation,
containing a bathroom and kitchen facilities, and designed for or used as a permanent
residence by at least one family. A single unit providing complete, independent living
facilities for one or more persons, including permanent provisions for living, sleeping,
eating, cooking and sanitation.
DWELLING UNIT, ACCESSORY, ATTACHED. A second dwelling unit connected to or
located within three feet of a residential building. , which is restricted in area, purpose and
occupancy in accordance with this ordinance.
DWELLING UNIT, ACCESSORY, DETACHED. A dwelling unit located within an
accessory structure, which is located more than three ten feet from the principal structure
and is restricted in area, purpose and occupancy in accordance with this ordinance.
DWELLING UNIT, EFFICIENCY. A dwelling unit in which the sleeping and living areas
are contained in the same room.
EASEMENT. A grant of one or more of the property rights for a specific purpose by the
property owner to, or for the use by, the public or another person.
EASEMENT, NEGATIVE ACCESS. An easement that allows no driveway or other
vehicular access to a lot from an adjacent public street.
EASEMENT, SIGHT. An easement that grants the right to maintain an unobstructed view
across property, which is located at a street intersection.
ELECTRONIC GAMING OPERATIONS. Any business enterprise, whether as a principal
or an accessory use, where persons utilize electronic machines, including but not limited to
computers and gaming terminals, to conduct games of chance and where cash,
merchandise, or other items of value are redeemed or otherwise distributed, whether or not
the value of such distribution is determined by electronic games played or by predetermined
odds. This term includes but is not limited to internet cafes, internet sweepstakes, or cyber
cafés. This does not include any lottery approved by the State of North Carolina. Typically
age restrictions apply.
ELEVATED BUILDING. (Applies only to the Floodplain Overlay District.). Means a nonbasement building which has its lowest elevated floor raised above ground level by
foundation walls, shear walls, posts, piers, pilings, or columns.
ELEVATED BUILDING. (Applies only to the Floodplain Overlay District). A non57

(2) The division of land into parcels greater than 10 acres where no street right-of-way
dedication is involved.
(3) The public acquisition by purchase of strips of land for the widening or opening of
streets or for public transportation system corridors.
(4) The division of a tract in single ownership whose entire area is no greater than 2 acres
into not more than three lots, where no street right-of-way dedication is involved and
where the resultant lots are equal to or exceed the standards of the local government, as
shown in its subdivision regulations.
(5) The division of a tract into parcels in accordance with the terms of a probated will or in
accordance with intestate succession under Chapter 29 of the General Statutes.
SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE. (Applies only to the Floodplain Overlay District.). Means
Damage of any origin sustained by a structure during any one-year period whereby the cost
of restoring the structure to its before undamaged condition would equal or exceed 50
percent of the market value of the structure before the damage occurred. Substantial damage
also means flood-related damage sustained by a structure on two separate occasions during
a 10-year period for which the cost of repairs at the time of each such flood event, on the
average, equals or exceeds 25 percent of the market value of the structure before the damage
occurred. See definition of "substantial improvement".
SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT. (Applies only to the Floodplain Overlay District.).
Means Any combination of repairs, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other improvement
of a structure, taking place during any one-year period for which the cost equals or exceeds 50
percent of the market value of the structure before the "start of construction" of the improvement.
This term includes structures which have incurred "substantial damage", regardless of the actual
repair work performed. The term does not, however, include either:

a) any correction of existing violations of State or community health, sanitary, or safety
code specifications which have been identified by the community code enforcement
official and which are the minimum necessary to assure safe living conditions; or,
b) any alteration of a historic structure, provided that the alteration will not preclude the
structure's continued designation as a historic structure.
SURVEYOR. A person licensed to practice land surveying in the State of North Carolina.
SWIMMING POOL, PRIVATE. A swimming pool intended for the private,
noncommercial use of a single family residence.
SWIMMING POOL, PUBLIC. Any other pool that does not fall into the category of a private
pool. These can include, but are not be limited to, homeowners' association, residential
developments, or private clubs, etc.
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TARC). An ad hoc committee headed by the
Planning Director and composed of the Fire Chief Marshall, Police Chief, Public Works
Services Director, Public Utilities Director, and any administrative staff deemed necessary by the
Planning Director to serve as a review body that will ensure conformance to all Town standards for
development.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS. Personal wireless services as defined in the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, which includes FCC licensed commercial wireless
telecommunications services including cellular, personal communication services (PCS),
specialized mobile radio (SMR), enhanced specialized mobile radio (LSMR), paging, and
similar services that currently exist.
TEMPORARY STORAGE UNIT. Any Type of portable storage trailer or similar structure
placed on the property of a residence or business for the sole purpose of temporarily storing
household or business goods. Temporary storage units may be no larger than 16 feet in length,
eight feet in width, and eight feet in height.
TEMPORARY STRUCTURE. A building placed on a lot for a specific purpose which is to
be removed within a specified time period. Examples of temporary structures are monitoring
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Article VII. General Regulations.
7.1
Conformity Required.
No person may use, occupy, or sell any land, structure, or building or authorize or allow the
use, occupancy, or sale of any land, structure, or building under his/her control except in
accordance with all of the applicable provisions of this article. For the purpose of this article,
the use or occupancy of structures and buildings shall relate to anything and everything that
is done to, on, or in the land, structures, or buildings.
7.2
Street Frontage Required.
Any lot on which a building (or buildings) is to be erected or used is to be established shall
abut a public street, with the following exceptions:
(A) Any lot for which a residential use has been legally established prior to the
effective date of this ordinance in accordance with provisions permitting establishment of
use on a lot served by a private and exclusive recorded easement of at least fifteen feet in
width connecting said lot to a public street may be used as if it abutted a street, provided
that it is served by a driveway located on said easement.
(B) Any lot for which a non-residential use has been legally established prior to the
effective date of this ordinance in accordance with provisions permitting establishment of
use on a lot served by a private, exclusive recorded easement of at least fifteen feet in width
connecting said lot to a public street, may be construed in the same manner as a lot abutting a
street, provided that it is served with a driveway built to appropriate standards located on the
permanent, recorded easement.
(C) In the ETJ, all new subdivisions must meet town standards for public road street
frontage as defined in Section 6.6. However, up to three single-family residential lots may be
served by a privately-maintained, recorded easement with a minimum twenty-foot width if
such easement was recorded prior to this ordinance’s adoption.
7.3
One Principal Building Per Lot; Exceptions.
Only one principal building and its customary accessory building(s) may be erected on any lot,
except that multiple buildings may be erected on a single lot as permitted by use and district
regulations. Accessory structures or uses shall not be permitted as principle principal uses.
7.4
Lot Size.
No building lot (development site), even though it may consist of one or more adjacent lots
of record, shall be reduced in size such that the requirements for building and lot type cannot
be met, or the performance standards for spacing of structures, building mass and scale, and
street frontage relationships cannot be respected. This prohibition shall not be construed to
prevent the purchase, dedication, or condemnation of narrow strips of land for public utilities
or street or sidewalk right-of-way purposes.
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7.5. Lot of Record.
Where the owner of a lot of official record in any district at the time of adoption of this chapter
ordinance, or the successor in title thereto, does not own sufficient contiguous land to enable
him/her to conform to the minimum lot size requirements of this chapter ordinance, such lot
may be used as a building site; provided, however, that the setback dimensional requirements
outlined in Section 6.6 (Table 2.) of this ordinance are met for the applicable district or a
variance is obtained from the Zoning Board of Adjustment.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, whenever two or more adjoining vacant lots of record are in
single ownership at the adoption of this chapter ordinance or at any time after its adoption,
and such lots individually have less area or width than the minimum requirements of the
district in which such lots are located, such lots shall be considered as a single lot or as several
lots if the lots can be divided into several lots, each of which meet the minimum requirements
if this chapter for the district in which such lot or lots are located.
7.6

Yard Designation.
(A) On lots which abut more than one street, the front of the lot shall be parallel to the more
prominent street. Exceptions may be made to this rule by the Zoning Enforcement Officer
based upon the arrangement of existing and proposed streets and drives and the orientation
of buildings on adjoining lots. Where neither street is more prominent than the other, the
Zoning Enforcement Officer shall decide which street shall be the front based upon these
same criteria.
(B) Where multiple buildings are permitted on a single lot of record, each building shall
generally front upon a pedestrian oriented street, either external or internal to the
development; side and rear yard designations shall be determined on the basis of building
orientation.
(C) On irregularly shaped lots, the location of required front, side, and rear yards will be
determined by the Zoning Enforcement Officer. The determination will be based on the spirit
and intent of this ordinance to achieve an appropriate spacing of buildings and orientation to
the street(s).
7.7
Through Lots.
If both the front and rear yards of a lot abut public streets, then the rear building line shall
respect the alignment of buildings on the back street while the front building line shall respect
the alignment of buildings on the fronting street. This requirement shall not apply to alleys.
7.8

Height Limitation Exceptions.
(A) The height limitations of this chapter ordinance shall not apply to church spires,
belfries, cupolas, and domes not intended for human occupancy; and shall not apply to
monuments, water towers, observation towers, chimneys, smokestacks, conveyors and flag
poles.
(B) When adjacent to a lot or lots located in a residential district, any part of a non-residential
structure which extends above the height limit shall, at a minimum, be separated from
adjacent residential lots by a distance equal to its height measured from the ground.
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7.9

Structures and Uses Limited in Yards.
(A) No principal building or structure shall be located within any required setback or yard.

(B) No principal building or structure shall be located within any required buffer or
screen.
(C) Permitted fences and walls, security gates, paths, walkways, mailboxes, utility poles,
lighting fixtures, patios at grade, and similar features may be located in a required yard, so
as long as the sight triangle on corner lots is protected.
(D) Permitted signs may be located in an established front or side yard abutting a public
street.
(E) Off-street parking areas, maneuvering areas for parking, and loading areas are
prohibited in required yards. This restriction shall not apply to:
(1)
A driveway which crosses a required yard to provide access from a public
street to a parking area; or
(2)
Driveways and parking areas for a detached or duplex residential dwelling; or
(3)
Plazas associated with civic buildings or campus quadrangles that have been
designed and approved for occasional use as secondary parking areas; or
(4)
Yards included within specific streetscape plans adopted by the Town Board in
which the plans include limited parking and access in adjacent yards; or
(5)
Front yards in the highway business district which meet the requirements for
front parking.
(F) Subordinate structures attached to single family homes, such as decks, garages, porches,
and similar features may extend into the required side or rear yard up to twenty-five percent of
its depth, and may cover up to twenty percent of its area. Such extensions may not exceed fifty
percent of the width of the dwelling at the rear building line.
(G) Above-ground sewer backflow prevention devices are expressly prohibited in the
established front yards of buildings.
7.10
Accessory Structures and Uses.
(A) In no event shall “accessory use” or “accessory structure” be construed to authorize a
use or structure not otherwise permitted in the district in which the principal use is located.
(B) In residential districts or on lots with residential uses, no accessory structure shall be
located within a required front yard or located in front of the front facade of the principal
structure, nor within three feet of a property line.
(C) The number of accessory structures allowed per residential lot shall be determined by lot
size.
1. No more than two accessory structures shall be allowed per
lot of two acres or less.
2. An additional accessory structure shall be allowed for every three acres of lot
remaining.
(D) No more than two accessory structures shall be utilized for
vehicle storage per lot.
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(E) No more than one accessory structure shall be utilized in the operation of home
occupations.
(F) Accessory uses and structures that are clearly related to and incidental to the
permitted principal use or structure on the lot are permitted in all districts.
(G) Petroleum storage accessory to a permitted principal use or building is permitted.
(H) Temporary buildings and storage of materials are permitted, provided that the use
is in conjunction with the construction of a building on the same lot or on an adjacent lot;
the temporary uses shall be terminated upon completion of construction.
(I) Manufactured housing (mobile homes) shall not be used as an accessory structure in
any district.
(J) Barns and other similar structures accessory to an agricultural use shall not be
counted towards the standards outlined in Section 7.10(C).
7.11
Clear Sight Triangle at Street Intersections.
On a corner lot in any residential district no planting, structure, signs, fence, wall or
obstruction to vision more than three feet in height measured from the center line of the street
shall be placed or maintained within the triangular area formed by the intersecting street
edge of pavement line and a straight line connecting points on the edge of pavement lines
each of which is 35 feet distant from the point of intersection.
7.12
Building Separation.
All detached accessory structures in all residential districts shall preserve a minimum building
separation of ten feet from all principle principal uses or structures on the same lot. The
requirement of the district or the existing pattern of building spacing along a street may
require a greater separation or the provision of specified side yards, to be determined by the
zoning administrator.
7.13
Standards for Construction; Developer Responsibility.
Where standards and responsibility for infrastructure construction, including but not limited
to streets, sidewalks, and landscaping, are specified in this document, the Town of North
Wilkesboro Town standards shall control.
7.14
Driveways.
(A) No driveway or other point of access to the street shall be constructed, relocated, or
altered unless the driveway has been approved by the Town of North Wilkesboro.
(B) For development projects composed of multiple buildings and lots, access to the preexisting public street system shall be determined by the location of proposed intersecting
streets, topography, and other general site characteristics. No parcel of land which is a
functional part of the overall development, even though it may be removed by the developer
from the rest of the project area by subdivision or by metes and bounds description, shall
be permitted to have separate driveway access to the public streets bounding the project
area.
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7.15
Negative Access Easements.
Private negative access easements in which no driveway or other vehicle or pedestrian
access is permitted to a lot from an adjacent public street, shall be prohibited, except those
easements required by the Town to limit the number of driveways on existing public
streets.
7.16
Building Type.
(A) Manufactured housing shall not be used as permanent structures except in the R20
district.
(B) Modular buildings shall not be used as permanent structures unless such are placed
on a permanent masonry foundation and meet all of the other design standards for buildings
in the district in which they are located.
(C) Mobile Offices shall only be a temporary use for a period of less than 6 months,
typically for construction office use, and shall not be used as a permanent building in any
district. The use for construction purposes only would be allowed for a period of up to 1 year
with cause, provided that a second temporary permit is requested and provided. Added
renewal periods of 6 months can be requested, upon staff approval.
7.17
Combination Uses.
(A) When a combination use comprises two or more principal uses, as outlined on Table
in Section 6.7, that require different types of permits (zoning or conditional special use),
then the permit authorizing the combination use shall be:
(1)
A conditional special use permit if any of the principal
uses combined requires a conditional special use permit.
(2)

A zoning permit in all other cases.

7.18
Benchmark Regarding Non-Conforming Lot Size and Setbacks.
(A) All properties built before 1963 in the North Wilkesboro town limits that are considered
to be non-conforming as to lot size and setbacks will be permitted to continue use and be
built back in place as any other permitted structure. Lots may not be divided to be nonconforming past the effective date of this ordinance. Added June 25, 2014.
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Article VIII. Design Standards.
8.1
Purpose and Applicability.
In order to insure that new development, renovations, and reconstructions are designed,
sized, and sited to complement the area in which they are located and the character of the
town in general; and to minimize traffic hazards and situations which endanger public safety;
and to protect existing development and property values through the promotion of high
standards of design and compatibility; and to provide for a high quality of life for our citizens
by promoting a variety of housing styles, transportation choices, and well planned parks and
open spaces; the following standards shall apply to all development in all zoning districts
unless otherwise noted.
8.2

Design Standards for Buildings.

(A)
Arcades, awnings, and canopies.
In order to promote the appropriate use of arcades, awnings, and canopies, the following
standards shall apply to all arcades, awnings, and canopies on all buildings, unless otherwise
noted.
"X" means that the standard is
required.
"-" means that the standard is not
applicable.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
Awnings and canopies shall be selfsupporting from the wall; no supports
shall rest on or interfere with the use of
pedestrian walkways or streets.
In no case shall any awning, canopy or
arcade extend beyond the street
curb or interfere with street trees or
public utilities.
No awning on any commercial, office,
or institutional building, which
encroaches on a sidewalk, shall extend
out from the building more than twothirds the width of the sidewalk or nine
feet, whichever is less, nor shall it at
any point be less than seven and onehalf feet above
the sidewalk.
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-

-

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

U

U

U

U

(B)
Building height and width.
In order to define urban street space, foster compatibility between development sites, and to
emphasize the downtown as the core of the community, the following standards shall apply to
all buildings, unless otherwise noted.
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"X" means that the standard is
required.
"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
Additions and new construction should
maintain the existing building wall
pattern by extending the building front
from side lot line to side lot line, except
that an appropriate architectural wall or
similar design feature may be used
instead of a building extension.
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-
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U

U

U

U

(C)
Building presentation.
In order to have buildings that successfully address public streets and public places, the following
standards shall apply to all buildings, unless otherwise noted.
"X" means that the standard is
required.
"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
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parallel to the front property line except
that corner
buildings may be oriented to address
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Each dwelling in a duplex located on a
corner or through lot shall front a
separate street whenever practicable
except where access is restricted or
where the Town determines that
access to an adjacent street is not
desirable.
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Any side of a building that faces an
arterial or collector street shall be
treated as a building façade.
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-
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X
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X

X

X

X

U

U

U

U

(D)
Façades, windows, and roofs.
In order to have well designed façades that add to the town’s architectural inventory and that
provide visual interest to the pedestrian, the following standards shall apply to all façades,
windows, and roofs.
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"X" means that the standard is
required.

DISTRICTS

"-" means that the standard is not
required.

RES.

"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.

R20 R10

Display windows on commercial
buildings shall be transparent glass.
With the exception of metal sheeting for
roofs with its associated gutters and
downspouts, no exterior metal building
shall be visible to the public. Metal
buildings shall be permitted provided
they are covered with a masonry, stucco,
or synthetic stone façade. Other covering
materials subject to staff review and
approval include vinyl siding (which
should simulate wood grain) and other
manufactured materials. Vinyl siding
shall be anchored to the exterior
envelope sufficiently to avoid the
appearance of deformation
or bowing across the façade.
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(E)
Location.
In order to use location as a means of encouraging compatibility of design and use on individual
development sites and between zoning districts, the following standards shall apply to all lots,
unless otherwise noted.
"X" means that the standard is
required.
"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
Multi-family, mixed use, nursing care,
and progressive care community
buildings containing dwellings shall be
set back a
minimum of fifteen feet from internal
driveways and parking areas.

DISTRICTS
RES.
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U
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(F)
Residential design.
In order to promote thoughtful residential design that will result in the creation and maintenance
of strong, vibrant neighborhoods, the following standards shall apply to all residential buildings,
unless otherwise noted.
“X” means that the standard is
required.

RES.

"-" means that the standard is not
required.

R6 MFCD

R20 R10
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
Decks and patios shall only be installed
only on the side or rear of the house.
(This shall not in any way affect
X
X
handicap ramps or the use of decking
materials in the creation of a
front porch.)
Porches shall be permitted to extend up
to five feet into a required front yard.
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(G)
Size, scale, and compatibility of design.
In order to promote compatibility of design within the built environment while encouraging
creativity and variety, the following standards shall apply to all buildings, unless otherwise
noted.
"X" means that the standard is
required.
"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
Large multi-family buildings, except
single family detached residential
buildings, shall be broken down in
scale by exterior architectural features
(e.g., by designing the
façade to mimic the appearance of
multiple contiguous buildings.
Wall articulations (or breaks in the
façade or roofline) shall be designed
into all multi-family residential
buildings not less than every forty feet
or more than every ten feet along
the building façade.
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8.3

Design Standards For Lots.

(A)
Lot size and configuration. The following standards shall apply to all lots, unless otherwise
noted.
"X" means that the
standard is
required.
"-" means that the standard
is not required.
"U" means that standards
in the underlying district
prevail.
Flag lots and zero frontage lots
shall be permitted to serve aboveground utility sites.

DISTRICTS
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U
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U

(B)
Access. The intent of these standards is to promote safe, convenient, and sufficient access
to all properties by vehicles, pedestrians, and bicyclists. The following standards shall apply to
all uses, unless otherwise noted.
"X" means that the standard is
required.
"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
Vehicular access to a development
containing multiple destinations (e.g.,
malls, strip centers, multiple building
developments, etc.) shall be provided,
when practical, by means of a shared
driveway, side street, or frontage road.
(This standard shall not apply to
industrial buildings in
the LI or GI districts.)
The approaches to loading and
unloading areas in mixed use and
commercial districts shall be designed
to minimize conflict with on site
vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle
traffic and with adjacent
residential uses.
Whenever feasible, at least one
driveway or other vehicular link shall
be provided between adjacent mixed
use and commercial properties, such as
shops and offices that require
public access.
Shared driveways are encouraged.
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8.4
Design Standards for Parking and Loading/Unloading Areas.
In order to have safe, well-designed parking areas that successfully accommodate the pedestrian
and are subordinate in design and appearance to adjacent buildings, the following standards
apply to all accessory and principal use parking lots in all districts unless otherwise noted.
(A)
Location.
"X" means that the standard
is required.

DISTRICTS

"-" means that the standard is
not required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
Available, on-street parking directly in
front of the zoning lot shall count
toward fulfilling the parking
requirement of that lot.
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(B)

Connectivity.

"X" means that the standard is
required.
"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
New parking areas on adjacent nonresidential and non-industrial lots shall
be connected unless the town
determines that such connection is
not feasible.

(C)
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Paving.

"X" means that the standard is
required.
"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.

DISTRICTS
RES.
R20 R10

All driveway and parking areas shall be
paved with asphalt, concrete, brick
pavers, crushed rock, stone, or similar
material except for areas used for
overflow, special events, and peak
X
parking. (This standard does not apply
to single family detached residential
lots and shall only apply to that portion
of an industrial lot that is used for and
serves employee and/or visitor
parking.)
Any non-paved surface used for
overflow, special events, and peak
X
parking shall that cannot be maintained
with healthy, living turf grass or
similar ground cover. If a living ground
cover cannot be maintained, the surface
shall be paved with asphalt, concrete,
pervious pavement, crushed rock,
stone, or similar material. (This
standard does
not apply to single family detached
residential lots.)
Any non-paved surface used for
parking or driveways on industrial sites
shall be maintained with crushed rock,
stone, gravel, or
similar material.
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(D)

Aisles.

"X" means that the standard is
required.

DISTRICTS

"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
No more than thirty parking spaces
shall be contained within one parking
aisle.
Aisles shall be a minimum of twenty
four feet in width if serving two-way
traffic and a minimum of twelve feet
in width if serving one-way traffic.
No parking aisle serving the general
public that contains more than ten
parking spaces shall dead-end. Any
parking aisle that dead ends shall be
provided a suitable turnaround.

(E)
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Spaces and Loading/Unloading Areas.

"X" means that the standard is
required.

DISTRICTS

"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
Required parking shall be provided onsite or adjacent to the development site
requiring the parking. Shared parking
areas are encouraged and shall be
permitted whenever the Zoning
Administrator determines that the
minimum parking
requirements can be met for each use.
Parking spaces shall be clearly marked
on the ground for all uses
except single family detached
residential.
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"X" means that the standard is
required.
"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
Wheel stops, curbs, or other devices
shall be provided in such locations as
to prevent any vehicle from
encroaching either on a public rightof-way, required planting yard, or an
adjacent property.
All parking lots including
ingress/egress are to be curbed with
concrete curbing. Asphalt, railroad ties
or other materials are not allowed.
No parking space shall measure less
than nine feet in width and eighteen
feet in length.
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"X" means that the standard is
required.
"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.

DISTRICTS
R20

Parking shall be provided at the rate
of one space per five hundred square
feet of gross floor area except for the
following:
a) Office uses shall have at least one
space per three hundred gross
square feet of building area.
b) Warehouse uses shall have at least
one space per each employee on the X
shift with highest employment plus
one space per each vehicle in
business use.
c) Schools shall have at least one
space per employee, one space per
five students, and one space per each
school bus kept on site.
d) Private parking is not required for
uses located within the CBD district.
e) Shopping centers shall have at least
three spaces per one thousand square
feet of gross floor area.
f) Industrial uses shall have at least
one space per one thousand square
feet of gross floor area.
g) Single family and duplex
residential units shall have at least
two spaces per unit.
h) Multi-family residential units shall
have at least one and one-half spaces
per unit.
i) Civic, social and fraternal
organizations shall have at least one
space per two hundred fifty square
feet of gross floor area.
j) Auditoriums and places of public
assembly shall have at least one
space per six seats or one space per
fifty square feet of gross floor area if
no seats are provided.
k) Flea markets shall provide at least
three spaces for each one hundred
square feet of sales space.
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"X" means that the standard is
required.
"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.

DISTRICTS
R20 R10 R6 MF- CBD
CD

In addition to required parking spaces,
drive-thru facilities shall provide a
minimum of five stacking spaces per
drive-thru facility, window, or bay,
X
except for the following:
a) Fast-food restaurants shall have an
additional five stacking spaces. A
minimum of five of the total stacking
spaces shall be located at or prior to the
ordering station.
b) Non-automated car washes shall
only be required to have a minimum of
two stacking spaces per bay, one of
which is located for use as a dry down
area.
c) Automated car washes shall be
required to have an additional two
stacking spaces per bay.
Stacking spaces shall be located
entirely outside of a required
X
driveway or parking aisle needed to
access required parking spaces.
Adequate on site turnaround area shall
X
be provided for all parking
spaces.
Adequate on site turnaround area shall
be provided for all loading and
unloading areas.
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8.5
Design Standards for Services and Utilities.
In order to subordinate the appearance of services and utilities on
individual sites and throughout the town’s jurisdiction, the following
standards shall apply to all services and utilities in all districts unless
otherwise noted.
(A) Mechanical equipment.
"X" means that the standard is
required.
"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
Mechanical equipment at ground level
shall be placed on the parking lot side
of buildings away from
public streets and buildings on
adjacent sites, except for non-multifamily residential uses and
industrial buildings in the LI and GI
districts. All such equipment shall
be substantially screened from
public view in accordance with
Town screening standards with
fencing or landscaping.
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(B) Utility lines and equipment.
"X" means that the standard is
required.
"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
All utility equipment (includes meters,
boxes, valves, etc. but does not include
overhead power lines, light poles, and
similar equipment) shall be designed
and located to be as inconspicuous as
possible and shall not be located on the
street-side of a principal structure,
except industrial buildings located in
the LI and GI
districts.
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placed underground.
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whenever practical.
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(C) Trash, garbage, and recycling.
"X" means that the standard is
required.
"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
All dumpsters and dumpster storage
areas shall be located away from public
streets and substantially screened in
accordance with Town screening
standards with fencing or landscaping.
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(D) Drive-thru windows and similar accessories.
"X" means that the standard is
required.
"-" means that the standard is not

"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.

Drive-thru windows, freestanding ATM’s,
fuel pumps and similar devices shall only
be placed only in areas that will not
interfere with the safe movement of
pedestrians and
vehicles in parking and driveway areas.
Drive-thru services are discouraged in the
CBD district. If provided, they shall be
located to the rear or side of buildings
away from public streets.
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(E) Engineered stormwater control facilities.
"X" means that the standard is
required.
"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
All stormwater detention and/or
retention ponds and basins shall be
designed as an integral part of the
development site and shall be
aesthetically pleasing (e.g. neatly
landscaped, well-maintained vegetated
slopes, decorative fencing
if fencing is used, etc.)
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8.6
Design Standards for Lighting.
(A)
In order to reduce light pollution and light trespass, the following standards shall apply
to all lighting in all districts except on single-family detached residential lots, unless otherwise
noted.

"X" means that the standard is
required.

DISTRICTS

"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
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Projections of light shall be confined to
stay within property lines to prevent
X
light trespass.
Light poles shall be limited to thirty
feet in height.
Light poles shall be limited to twenty
feet in height.
All exterior lighting shall use cut-off
fixtures to minimize the component of
light above horizontal (glare).
Emergency lighting, used by police,
firefighting, or medical personnel, or
at their direction, is exempt from all
lighting requirements herein for as
long as the emergency exists.
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(B)
All lighting fixtures designed or placed so as to illuminate any portion of a site shall
meet the following requirements:
1. Fixture (luminaire). The light source shall be completely concealed within an
opaque housing and shall not be visible from any street right of way.
2. Light Source (lamp). Only incandescent, florescent, metal halide, LED, or color
corrected high- pressure sodium may be used. The same type must be used for the same or
similar types of lighting on any one site or Planned Unit Development.
3. Mounting. Fixtures must be mounted in such a manner that its cone of light does
not cross any property line of the site.
4. Illumination Levels. All site lighting shall be designed so that the level of illumination
as measured in foot candles (fc) at any one point meets the standards in the table below.
Minimum and maximum levels are as measured at any one point. Average level is not to
exceed value calculated using only the area of the site intended to receive illumination.
Facilities not listed in the table shall not be illuminated.
TABLE INSET:
Type of Lighting

Minimum
Level

Average
Level

Maximum
Level

Canopy Area Lighting

2.0 fc

12.00 fc

20.0 fc

Commercial Parking Lots

0.2 fc

1.50 fc

10.0 fc

Residential Parking Lots

0.2 fc

1.00 fc

8.0 fc

Active Sports Facilities

20 fc

30 fc

50 fc

Golf Driving Ranges

2.0 fc

5.0 fc

10.0 fc

Miniature Golf Courses

0.2 fc

10.0 fc

15.0 fc

Walkways and Streets

0.2 fc

.75 fc

8.0 fc

0.2 fc

.50 fc

5.0 fc

Landscape and Decorative

(C). Commercial Parking Lot Lighting
All commercial parking lots shall be required to provide lighting meeting the standards of
Sec. 8.6 (A) and (B) during night-time hours of operation. (D). Canopy Area Lighting
All development that incorporates a canopy area over fuel sales, automated bank machines,
or similar installations shall be required to provide lighting for the canopy area meeting the
standards of Sec. 8.6 (A) and (B). For the purposes of this Article, the canopy area shall be
defined as that area immediately below the canopy. Remaining areas shall be lighted
according to the applicable standard in Sec. 8.6
(A) and (B).
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Article IX. Landscaping, Fences, and Walls
9.1

Applicability.
(A) The provisions of sections 9.2 through 9.8 shall apply to all new development.
(B) The provisions of sections 9.2 through 9.8 shall not apply to in the CBD district.

9.2

General Provisions; Landscaping.
(A) Landscaping, trees, and plant material shall be planted in a growing condition
according to accepted horticultural practices and they shall be maintained in a healthy
growing condition. Any landscaping, trees, and plant material in a condition that does
not fulfill the intent of these regulations shall be replaced by the property owner during
the next planting season.
(B) A screening fence or wall area shall be maintained by the property owner, in good
condition, throughout the period of the use of the lot.
(C) To the extent possible, existing trees, vegetation, and unique features, shall be
retained and protected. Existing healthy, mature trees, if properly located, shall be fully
credited against the requirements of these regulations.
(D) Trees shall be a minimum of 3 feet in height, with a minimum diameter of
1.5 inches, immediately after planting. Trees shall reach an expected height of 25 to 35
feet at maturity. Trees shall be planted 25 to 35 feet on center depending on species.
(E) Evergreen trees shall be a minimum of 3 feet immediately after planting.
(F) Shrubs and hedges shall be a minimum of 1 foot in height immediately after planting.
(G) Ground cover may include any plant material that reaches an average height of not
more then than 12 inches. Alternative materials may be used in lieu of grass provided they
present a finished appearance and provide reasonably complete coverage at the time of
planting.
(H) Plants that restrict sight visibility at intersections of streets or driveways, such as tall
shrubs or low branching trees, shall be avoided.
(I) Where lot size, shape, topography or existing structures make it not feasible to comply
with the provisions of this ordinance, the Planning Director may modify these provisions
provided the alternate proposal will afford a degree of landscaping screening and buffering
equivalent to or exceeding the requirements of these regulations.
9.3
Front Landscaped Area.
A front landscaped area shall be required for all duplex, multi-family, and non- residential
uses. The required landscaped area shall be contiguous to the front lot line of the property and
have an average width of 10 feet. The area shall be covered with grass or other ground cover
and shall include appropriate trees and shrubs. At a minimum, 1 tree and 10 shrubs shall be
planted within the front landscaped area for each 50 feet or fraction thereof of lot frontage.
The purpose of the landscaping is to enhance the appearance of the use of the lot but not to
negate access or screen the use from view.
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9.4
Buffer Area.
A buffer area shall be required to separate and screen incompatible land uses from each other.
A buffer area shall be required along all boundaries of a two-family, multi-family, or a
nonresidential lot abutting a less intensive use. Such buffer shall comply with the following
minimum standards.
(A) A buffer area shall be located within the boundaries of the subject property. The buffer
may be located on abutting property, provided the owners of all abutting properties agree in
writing to the proposal. Said agreement must be recorded and run with the land and provide
stipulations for maintenance and upkeep, as deemed necessary.
(B) The minimum width of the buffer area shall be following the buffer matrix below:
Proposed Use
Single-Family (SF)
Two-Family (TF)
Office (OF)
Commercial (CM)
Multi-Family (MF)
Industrial (IND)

10
10
15
15
25
SF

5
10
10
20
TF

5
5
15
OF

10
CM

10
MF

IND

Adjacent Use

(C) The buffer area shall consist of trees and shrubs of such a type, height, spacing and
arrangement to effectively buffer the activity on the lot from the neighboring area. At a
minimum, the planting shall consist of 5 trees and 10 shrubs per 100 linear feet for 5-10 foot
buffers, 10 trees and 15 shrubs per 100 linear feet for 15-20 foot buffers, and 20 trees and 20
shrubs per 100 linear feet for 25 foot buffers.
(D) An earthen berm, fence, or wall of a location, height, design, and material approved by
the Department of Planning and Inspections may be substituted for any portion of the required
planting and/or buffer area. Fences and walls, if substituted, shall be constructed of materials
similar to the materials of the main building. Trees and shrubs shall supplement earthen berms,
fences, or wall areas.
9.5
Landscaped Parking Area.
Parking areas shall comply with the following minimum standards.
(A) All uses required to have 20 or more off-street parking spaces shall have at least 10
square feet of interior landscaping, within the paved portion of the parking area, for each
parking space and at least one tree for every 10 parking spaces or fraction thereof.
(B) Each interior landscaped area shall contain a minimum of 200 square feet and shall be
planted with shrubs and trees.
(C) A curbed landscaped area shall be provided along the perimeter of any parking area.
The required landscaped area shall have a minimum width of 3 feet and shall be planted with
2 trees and 10 shrubs per 100 linear feet of perimeter area.
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(D) Interior landscaped areas shall be spaced throughout the lot to reduce the visual impact
of long rows of parked cars. At a minimum, landscaped areas shall be distributed
approximately once every 10 spaces for residential and once every 15 spaces for other
developments.
(E) Curbed landscaped areas shall be provided at the ends of parking aisles and shall be
planted with shrubs and/or trees.
(F) The required number of parking spaces may be reduced by one parking space for each
150 square feet of interior planting area, not exceeding 10%.
9.6
Unoccupied Lot Areas.
All areas of a developed lot not occupied by buildings, structures, pedestrian and vehicle
circulation ways, off-street parking and outside storage shall be appropriately improved with
ground cover, trees, shrubbery or mulch. No exposed soils shall be permitted after issuance of
the Certificate of Occupancy, except for agricultural activities or extraction of earth products.
9.7
Planting List.
The following trees and shrubs by way of example but not by way of limitation are suitable
for use in the North Wilkesboro area:
Large Trees (mature height 35 feet or greater and 35 feet spacing).
Sugar Maple
Red Maple
Scarlet Oak
Pin Oak
River Birch
Chinese Elm
Black Gum

Littlelead Linden
White Oak
Japanese Scholartree
London Plane-tree
Schumard Oak
Tulip Poplar

Gingko
Southern Magnolia
English Oak
Japanese Katsuratree
Japanese Zelkova
Willow Oak

Medium Trees (mature height 25 to 35 feet and 30 feet spacing).
Mountain Silverbell
Kwansan Cherry
Eastern Redbud
Pistachio
Golden-Rain-Tree

Weeping Cherry
Thornless Honeylocust
Ironwood
Yoshino Cherry
American Holly

Sourwood
Yellowood
Mountain Ash
Redwood Linden
Saucer Magnolia

Small Trees (mature height less than 25 feet and 25 feet spacing).
Japanese Maple
Crabapple
Amur Maple
Flowering Dogwood
Smoketree
Wax Myrtle
Star Magnolia

Japanese Dogwood
Russian Olive
Crepe Myrtle

171

Shrubs (mature height approximately 36 inches).
Evergreen
Warty Barberry
Holly Juniper
Azalea

Mugo Pine
Japanese Holly
Latherleaf Viburnum

Dwarf Burford
Euonymous (Spindle Tree)

Deciduous
Forsythia
Dwarf Burning Bush
Thunberg Spirea
Viburnum

Potentilla
Ornamental Grass Varieties
Oregon Holly Grape
Red Chokeberry

Oakleaf Hydrangea
Nandina
Japanese Flowering Quince
Dwarf Nandina

Screening Plants (installation height 3-4 feet).
American Holly
Burford Holly
Nellie Stevens Holly
9.8
(A)

Hetz Juniper
Eastern Red Cedar
Japanese Black Pine

Arborvitae
Wax Myrtle

Design Standards for Fences and Walls.
General.

"X" means that the standard is required.
"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
Fences and walls shall be maintained in
good order.
Fences shall not contain permanent
advertising, signs, logos, or other
lettering on the fence exterior unless
expressly permitted by the Zoning
Administrator.
Fences and walls shall be installed and
maintained so as to not interfere with
the sight distance requirements of this
ordinance or the sight distance needs of
drivers in parking areas and at entrance
and exit locations.
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(B)

Material and Design.

"X" means that the standard is required.
"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
Razor wire, concertina wire, and
similar high security fencing material
shall not be used in any area unless
substantially screened from public
view.
Barbed wire shall be permitted in the
R20 district where it is accessory to a
permitted agricultural use and in the LI
and GI districts.
Electric fencing shall only be
permitted in the R20 district where it
is accessory to a permitted agricultural
use or it may be permitted with a
temporary zoning use permit, see
section 11.9-4 .

(C)
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Height.

"X" means that the standard is required.
"-" means that the standard is not
required.
"U" means that standards in the
underlying district prevail.
In Residential districts:
1. In required rear or side yards, the
maximum height of a fence or wall
shall be 6 feet.
2. In required front yard, the
maximum height of a fence or wall
shall be 5 feet.
In Commercial and Industrial districts:
1. In required rear or side yards, the
maximum height of a fence or wall
shall be 8 feet.
2. In required front yard, the
maximum height of a fence or
wall shall be 6 feet.
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Article X. Signage.
10.1 Purpose and Scope.
This section is intended to regulate and control signs and their placement throughout the
town of North Wilkesboro for the following purposes:
(A) To provide a pleasing overall environmental setting and good community
appearance, which is deemed vital to the continued economic attractiveness of the town;
(B) To create a more productive, enterprising, professional business atmosphere;
(C) To allow signs appropriate to the planned character and development of each zoning
district;
(D) To ensure that permitted signs do not become a hazard or nuisance;
(E) To promote traffic safety;
(F) To prevent business and advertising signs from conflicting with public safety signs;
and
(G) To protect and enhance the value of properties.
10.2
Applicability.
(A) It shall be unlawful to construct, enlarge, modify, move or replace any sign or cause
the same to be done, without first obtaining a sign permit for such sign from the Town or
its designee.
(B) Notwithstanding the above, changing or replacing the permanent copy on an existing
lawful sign shall not require a permit, provided the copy change does not change the nature
of the sign so as to render it in violation of this ordinance.
10.3
General Provisions.
The following regulations shall apply to all signs.
(A) Construction Standards.
(1)
All signs shall be constructed and installed in accordance with the applicable
provisions of the North Carolina State Building Code.
(2)
All temporary signs shall be constructed of materials and printed on by inks
capable of withstanding normal weather conditions.
(3)
All signs, except for banners, flags, temporary signs, and window signs
conforming in all respects with the requirements of this ordinance shall be constructed of
permanent materials and shall be permanently attached to the ground, a building, or
another structure by direct attachment to a rigid wall, frame, or structure.
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(B) Electrical Standards.
All illuminated signs shall be installed in accordance with the applicable provisions of the
North Carolina State Electrical Code and all detached signs shall be illuminated by an
underground electrical source.
(C) Maintenance of Signs.
All signs shall be maintained in good structural and aesthetic condition. Deficiencies such
as chipped paint, broken plastic, missing letters and exposed light bulbs shall be evidence
of a lack of maintenance.
(D) Obstructions Prohibited.
No sign shall be placed so as to obstruct the clear sight triangle at a street intersection nor
shall any sign obstruct the view of motorists entering or leaving an off-street parking area.
(E) Relation to Other Building Elements.
(1)
Signs shall relate in their placement and size to other building elements without
obscuring building elements such as windows, cornices, or decorative details, except that
signs may be placed on the inside of windows.
(2)
Sign material, style and color shall complement the building facade in terms of
design, scale, color, and materials.
(3)
Individual shop signs in a single storefront shall relate to each other in terms of
design, size, color, placement on the building, and lettering style.
(4)
Signs placed on the inside of the window areas shall conceal no more than forty
percent of the area of the window on which the signs are located.
(F)

Sign Lighting.
(1)
Neon, argon and similar lighting fixtures shall not be used anywhere on the
exterior of a building; however, such signs if non-flashing and non-moving may be mounted
on the inside of store windows.
(2)
Signs shall be lighted with indirect light sources (e.g. backlighting); knockout
signs are encouraged. Ground-mounted and/or wall-mounted floodlights may also be used
if the light is directed only on the sign and not onto adjacent properties, roadways, and the
night sky and the light fixtures are fully shielded from view through the use of landscaping.
(G) Sign Height Computation.
Signs shall be computed as the lower of: 1) existing grade prior to construction, or
2) the newly established grade after construction, exclusive of any filling, berming,
mounding, or excavating solely for the purpose of locating the sign. The calculation of the
height of any sign placed upon a berm or mound shall include the height of the berm or
mound.
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(H) Sign Area Computation.
The area of a sign face (which is also the sign area of a wall sign or other sign with only one
face) shall be computed by means of the smallest square, circle, rectangle, triangle, or
combination thereof that will encompass the extreme limits of the writing, representation,
emblem, or other display, together with any material or color forming an integral part of the
background of the display or used to differentiate the sign from the backdrop or structure
against which it is placed, but not including any supporting framework, bracing, or decorative
fence or wall when such fence or wall otherwise meets zoning ordinance regulations and is
clearly incidental to the display itself.
(I) Sign Area Computation for Multi-faced Signs. The sign area for a sign with multiple
faces shall be computed by adding together the area of all sign faces visible from any one point.
When a sign is composed of two or more sign faces, only one of which can be viewed from
any one point, and when such sign faces are part of the same structure, the sign area shall be
computed by the measurement of one of the faces.
(J)
Forfeiture of Illegal Signs Placed On or Over Public Property. Any sign installed or
placed on or over public property, except in conformance with the requirements of this section,
shall be forfeited to the public and be subject to confiscation and disposal. In addition to other
remedies provided by this section and the Town Code of Ordinances, the Town shall have the
right to recover from the sign owner and/or installer the full costs of removal and disposal of
such sign(s). The Town shall reserve the right at confiscation to hold the illegal signs for a period
of 5 business days at the Town garage, or other facility designated by the Town Manager,
whereby the owner may receive them. After 5 business days, the signs may be disposed of.
(K)
Digital/Electronic Reader or Message Boards. These signs shall not be allowed in any
residential zone or in the CBD, NB and OI districts. However, they shall be allowed in all other
commercial and industrial districts at a rate of one sign per establishment. Area computation
for these signs shall be included in the total sign area permitted in the underlying zoning
district. Message frequency shall be limited to one message every five minutes and shall be
solid state and shall not flash, blink, scroll, or be animated in any way. Digital/electronic reader
or message board signs that are less than 16 sq. ft. in area, however, shall be allowed to change
a solid-state message every three seconds and be allowed to scroll as the only animation feature
allowed. (amended 3-4-08)
10.4
Sign Placement.
The following provisions shall apply to the placement of all signs in all districts.
(A) In General.
(1) Signs must be located entirely on private property, unless otherwise permitted
by this section.
(2) No sign may be located so that it blocks the sight triangle at any driveway or
public street intersection.
(B)

Wall Signs.
(1) Wall mounted signs shall not extend above the eave or parapet of any building.
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(C)

Freestanding Signs.
(1) All parts of freestanding signs must be set back behind the property line.

(2) No freestanding sign shall be located closer than fifteen feet from another
structure on the same zoning lot.
(3) No portion of a freestanding sign, including projections, may extend into or
over an existing public right-of-way, unless expressly permitted by this article or the Town
Board on Town right-of-way.
(D)

Temporary Signs.
(1) Temporary signs shall be located on private property unless expressly permitted
by this section to be posted on public property.
(2) All temporary signs shall be anchored, attached, or otherwise affixed to a
structure or support so that the sign cannot be easily dislodged by strong winds or heavy rains.
(E)

Billboards Signs
(1) Billboard signs are permitted only in the General Industrial, Light Industrial,
and Highway Business Districts. In the Highway Business District, billboard signs are
permitted only on property directly adjacent or adjoining Highway 421 Bypass, and such
signs shall be directed toward traffic on Highway 421 Bypass.
(2) No billboard sign shall be permitted closer than one hundred feet to a lot zoned
for residential purposes or to a residential use.
(3) No billboard sign shall be placed or constructed within one thousand linear feet
of another billboard sign on the same side of the road.
(4) Only one billboard sign shall be allowed for each two hundred feet of lot
frontage in single ownership.
(5) Billboard signs attached to a building structure shall not be higher than the wall
to which they are attached. Outdoor advertising signs shall not be mounted on the rooftop of
any building.
(6) Billboard signs may be illuminated, provided such illumination is placed and
shielded so as to prevent the direct rays of illumination from being cast upon neighboring lots
and/or vehicles approaching on a public street road way from any direction.
(7) Billboard signs shall not be permitted within a five hundred foot radius of the
intersecting centerline within an interchange on a limited access highway.
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(8)

Angled projections shall not exceed 30 degrees.

(9) Where digital billboard faces are to be used, the message shall change no more
than once per hour and shall not be animated, flash, blink, or scroll in any way or manner.
Illumination
(F)

Multi-Tenant Signage.
(1)
Signs on the premises of multi-tenant developments (e.g. shopping centers,
business parks, etc.) are regulated as follows. Multi-tenant developments include two or more
of any separate and distinct non-residential permitted establishments, which are located on the
same premises (e.g. shopping centers, business parks, etc.). Multi-tenant signs are permitted
only in the General Business, Highway Business, General Industrial, and Light Industrial
Districts. Multi-tenant signs may be substituted for, but not in addition to other freestanding
signs. Multi-tenant signs shall not be allowed on the same premises as billboard signs.
(a)
Type: Freestanding on premise.
(b)
Number: One freestanding one, except two shall be permitted if the
development has direct vehicular access from two or more public streets. If two are allowed
the said signs shall be freestanding signs and they shall be located at least one hundred feet
apart and front along the two separate streets and not along the same street.
(c)
Maximum Area: The maximum total allowable sign area shall be
determined by multiplying the total number of tenant spaces located on the premises times 25
square feet. In no case shall any multi-tenant sign exceed 125 square feet.
(d)
Maximum Height: Multi-tenant signs shall not exceed 15 feet in height
for signs with five tenant spaces or less. Multi-tenant signs with more than five tenant spaces
shall not exceed 20 feet in height.
(e)
Multi-tenant signage must be coordinated in terms of colors and fonts,
with the exception of trademark colors, fonts and logos.
(f)
A multi-tenant sign plan shall be submitted at the time of application of
a multi-tenant sign permit. The sign plan shall depict sign material, height, individual panel
sizes, dimensions, and total sign area. Each tenant space used in computation of the maximum
sign area shall be represented on the sign plan. No individual sign panel shall be larger than
the maximum sign area allowed by the underlying zoning district.
(g)
All signage on the premises, including building signage and billboard
signs, must be in conformance with all current sign regulations upon installation of a multitenant sign.
(2)
Any sign not legible or easily noticeable from public property or a public
right-of- way and obviously not intended to attract the attention of the public is exempt,
however; for individual zoning lots greater than 25 acres consisting of exclusively multi-tenant
usage, one ground-mounted sign may be allowed for each individual business provided that:
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(a) The maximum sign height shall be no more than 5 feet;
(b) The maximum square footage shall be no more than 15 square feet;
and
(c) The sign shall be located in front of the front façade of the building and
within the landscaped area.
10.5
Permanent Signs by Zoning District.
Signs shall be permitted and prohibited within certain zoning districts as
follows: Permanent Signs By Sign Type and Zoning District
SIGN TYPE
Canopy/Awning
Directional/Incidental1
Directory
Flag

R-20

R-10

R-6

MF-CD

OI

NB

CBD

GB

HB

LI

GI

CO

-

-

-

-

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

-

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

-

-

-

-

-

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

-

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

-

S2

S2

S2

P

-

-

-

S

S

S

S

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

S

-

-

-

-

-

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

S

S

S

-

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

-

-

-

-

-

P

-

-

P

P

P

P

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

S

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

S

S

S

-

-

-

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

S

-

-

-

-

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

-

Freestanding
Marquee
Monument
Billboard/Outdoor
Advertising
Planned Development
Portable
Projecting
Suspended
Wall
Window

1 Some signs in this category may be permitted
2 Only permitted for nonconforming

without a permit
businesses zoned residential

P = permitted without a permit
S = Permitted only upon issuance of a valid sign permit “-“= not permitted
*Sign types not specifically listed in this table are not permitted
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10.6
Sign Height.
The following provisions shall apply to the height of all signs.
(A)
Supporting elements of freestanding signs shall not extend above the sign face and
shall be included in the measurement of sign height.
(B) Maximum sign height shall be limited by the type of sign and the zoning district in
which it is located, as follows:
Maximum Sign Height by Sign Type (in feet)
SIGN TYPE
Canopy/Awning
Directional/Incidental
Directory
Flag
Freestanding
Marquee
Monument
Billboard/Outdoor
Advertising
Planned Development
Portable
Projecting
Suspended
Wall
Window

R-20

R-10

R-6

MF-CD

OI

NB

CBD

GB

HB

LI

GI

CO

-

-

-

-

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

-

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

-

-

-

-

-

6

8

8

8

8

8

8

-

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

-

5

5

5

5

5

-

-

15

15

15

15

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

NA

-

-

-

-

-

6

6

6

6

6

5

5

8

8

8

8

12

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

30

30

30

6

6

6

6

6

6

6

15

15

8

8

-

-

-

-

-

5

-

-

5

5

5

5

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

NA

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

NA

-

-

-

-

-

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

-

-

-

-

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

-

-

*Shall not exceed twice the maximum building height permitted or 40 feet, whichever is less.
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10.7
Number of Signs Permitted.
The number of signs by sign type permitted on an individual zoning lot shall be as follows:
Maximum Number of Signs Per Sign Type Per Zoning Lot
SIGN TYPE
Canopy/Awning
Directional/Incidental
Directory
Flag
Freestanding
Marquee
Monument*
Billboard/Outdoor
Advertising
Planned Development
Portable
Projecting
Suspended
Wall
Window

R-20

R-10

R-6

MF-CD

OI

NB

CBD

GB

HB

LI

GI

CO

-

-

-

-

11

11

11

11

11

11

11

-

22

22

22

22

22

22

22

22

22

22

22

-

-

-

-

-

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

-

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

-

1

1

1

1

1

-

-

1

1

1

1

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

U

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

4

4

4

-

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

-

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

1

1

1

1

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

11

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

11

11

11

-

-

-

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

13

13

12

12

-

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA NA

1Per

storefront.
street front.
3Up to three wall signs may be allowed if the total sign area of all wall signs
combined does not exceed the maximum area requirements in Section 10.8 for
wall signs.
4 See Section 10.4(E).
* A maximum of one (1) freestanding sign may be substituted for one (1) monument
sign in the GB, HB, LI and GI zoning districts provided the total number of
monument and freestanding signs does not exceed the number of monument signs
permitted for the site.
2Per
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10.8 Sign Area by Zoning District.
The amount of sign area permitted for each sign on a zoning lot shall be as follows:

SIGN TYPE
Canopy/Awning
Directional/Incidental
Directory
Flag
Freestanding
Marquee
Monument
Billboard/Outdoor
Advertising

R-20

R-10

R-6

MF-CD

OI

NB

CBD

GB

HB

LI

GI

CO

-

-

-

-

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

-

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

-

-

-

-

-

18

18

18

18

18

18

18

-

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

-

36

36

36

36

36

-

-

40

50

50

50

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

36

36

36

36

36

36

36

60

75

60

60

32

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

300

300

300

36

36

36

32

64

64

64

64

64

64

64

-

-

-

-

32

-

-

32

32

32

32

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

3

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

#

-

-

-

-

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

-

-

-

-

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

-

-

Planned Development
Portable
Projecting
Suspended
Wall
Window

-

Maximum Sign Area Per Sign Per Zoning Lot (in square feet)
1Shall

not exceed 75% of the size of the marquee.
not exceed 25% of the wall area of the facade on which it is located.
3Shall not exceed 40% of the window area.
*Shall not exceed 50% of the canopy or awning.
#Shall not exceed 1/2 the size of the nearest window or door on the same building or facade.
2Shall
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10.9
Permanent Signs Limited.
(A)
Notwithstanding Section 10.5 and in addition thereto, the following permanent
signs shall be permitted without a sign permit.
(1) Historical markers, regulatory signs, governmental signs, public interest signs,
and warning signs erected and maintained by the Town or state or an agent of such.
(2) On-premises directional signs not exceeding four feet in height nor four square
feet in area.
(3)

Identification signs not exceeding two square feet in area nor two feet in height.

(4)

Incidental signs.

(5)

Flags on permanent poles.

(6) Any sign not legible or easily noticeable from public property or a public rightof-way and obviously not intended to attract the attention of the public.
(7) Traffic control signs on private property, the face of which meets Department
of Transportation standards and which contain no commercial message of any kind.
(8) Portable changeable copy signs, which are subject to all dimensional
requirements in 10.5 10.610.8. All signs need to Such signs shall be outside the road right-of-way and be maintained
in good order including being free of mold, cracks, and/or any material defects. All signs
need to They shall be actively used at all times for advertising the business on-site.
(B)
Notwithstanding Section 10.5 and in addition thereto, the following permanent
signs shall be permitted upon the issuance of a valid sign permit.
(1) Any sign not expressly listed as permitted without a permit shall require the
issuance of a valid sign permit prior to installation.
10.10
Temporary Signs Limited.
(A)
Temporary signs permitted without a permit. The following temporary signs are
permitted without a sign permit in all zoning districts, but shall be in conformance with all
other requirements of this ordinance.
(1)
Campaign or election signs shall be permitted provided that:
(a) All signs shall be installed no more than 60 days before an election or campaign
and removed within seven days after the election or campaign for which they were made.
(b) No signs shall be permitted in the right-of-way of municipally maintained or
owned streets or on public property; excluding on election or primary days (Amended 12-611).
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(2)

Real estate signs provided that:
(a)
Signs shall not be illuminated.
(b)
Signs shall be removed within seven days after the sale is closed or rent or
lease transaction finalized.
(c)
On-Premise
i. Signs advertising all residential lots buildings, units, or spaces or for lease
shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area nor five (5) feet in height.
ii. Signs advertising all non-residential lots, buildings, units, or spaces, for sale
or for lease shall not exceed a sign face area of thirty-two (32) square feet or exceed a height
of six (6) feet.
iii. Only one sign per street front of the advertised property
shall be erected. An additional sign per street front will be allowed for
open houses/special events.
iv. Open house/special event signs must not be placed before 12:00 p.m. on a
holiday or Wednesday, and must be removed by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, or the holiday,
whichever comes late in the immediate succession.
(d)
Off-premise directional real estate signs
i. Two (2) generic Wilkes County Association of Realtors directional signs may
be installed within the public right-of-way at the subdivision entrance and/or nearest
intersection(s).
ii. Signs cannot exceed two (2) square feet in area and three feet in height from
the ground.
iii. A maximum of four (4) directional signs are allowed per intersection and no
signs may point in the same direction.
iv. Open house/special event lead in signs shall be limited to five
(5) off premise signs placed at relevant intersections. Such signs must not be placed before
12:00 p.m. on a holiday or Wednesday, and must be removed by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, or
the holiday, whichever comes late in the immediate succession.
v. Open house/special event lead in signs cannot exceed four (4) square feet in
area and four (4) feet in height.
(3)

Construction signs are permitted provided that:
(a)
Signs located on residential lots, excluding multi-family sites, shall not exceed
six square feet in area. The maximum height of such signs shall be six feet.
(b)
Signs for all multi-family development sites and nonresidential uses shall not
exceed a sign face area of thirty-two square feet or a height of six feet.
(c)
Signs are confined to the site of construction.
(d)
Only one sign per street front of the property under construction shall be
erected.
(e)
Signs shall not be illuminated.
(f)
Signs shall be removed within seven days after the completion of the project.
(4)

Temporary farm products signs are permitted provided that:
(a) Signs are located on the premises where the products are sold.
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(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Signs advertising products produced on-site only.
Signs shall not exceed twenty-four square feet in area nor five feet in height.
Only one sign shall be erected.
Signs shall be removed within seven days of the termination of sale activities.

(5)
Temporary special event signs or banners for religious, charitable, civic,
fraternal, or similar organizations, are permitted provided that:
(a) Signs shall not exceed thirty-two square feet in area nor five feet in height
unless approved by the Town Manager for signs located on public property.
(b) Signs shall be erected no sooner than fourteen days before and removed seven
days after the event.
(6)

Holiday lights and decorations.

(7)
Any sign not legible or easily noticeable from public property or a public
right-of-way and obviously not intended to attract the attention of the public.
(8)
Any public notice or warning required by a valid and applicable federal, state,
or local law, regulation, or ordinance.
(B) Temporary signs requiring a permit. Temporary signs permitted upon issuance of a
valid sign permit shall be limited as follows:
(1)
Temporary banners in commercial districts, provided that:
(a) Only one banner per establishment shall be allowed at a time.
(b) All banners shall be attached in total to a building wall or permanent canopy
extending from a building.
(c) No paper banners shall be allowed.
(d) Banners shall be erected for a period not to exceed two weeks.
(e) No more than six such signs per establishment shall be erected within a
calendar year.
(f) No banner shall extend above the second occupiable floor
level of a building.
(2)
Temporary off-premise signs or banners for special community events, open
to the general public and sponsored by non-commercial civic, charitable, community, or
similar organizations, provided that:
(a) Temporary signs shall be located outside of the public right- of-way or at
least eleven feet from the edge of any public street if the right-of-way cannot be
determined.
(b) Every temporary off-premise sign or banner shall be separated by a distance
of four hundred feet from any other such temporary off- premise sign on the same side
of a street, and by a distance of two hundred feet from any other sign on the opposite
side of a street.
(c) Nothing in this provision shall be construed to authorize the
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posting of such signs or banners upon trees, utility poles, traffic control signs, lights or
devices in any place or manner prohibited by the provisions herein, nor on private property
without written consent of the owner.
(d) Any temporary sign not expressly permitted without a permit
10.11
Prohibited Signs.
Notwithstanding Section 6.5 10.5 and in addition thereto, the following signs, both
permanent and temporary, are prohibited in all zoning districts:
(A)
Signs extending into the public right-of-way other than those expressly permitted
by this article or otherwise approved by the Board of Commissioners, if placed along
public streets.
(B)

Roof signs.

(C)

Flashing, fluttering, swinging, wind-activated, rotating, and animated signs.

(D)
Any sign which obstructs the view of motorists, pedestrians, or cyclists using any
street, sidewalk, bike path, or driveway, or which obstructs the approach to any street
intersection or railroad crossing, or which interferes with the effectiveness of any traffic
sign, device, or signal.
(E)
Illuminated or highly reflective signs which hamper the vision
of motorists or cyclists.
(F)
Any sign that resembles traffic signals, traffic signs, or emergency vehicle lights
and any other sign not erected by a public authority which may be erroneously construed
as governmental signs or emergency warning signs.
(G)
Beacons, pennants, and strings of lights not permanently mounted to a rigid
background, except those permitted as temporary signs.
(H)
Any sign that interferes with free passage from or obstructs any fire escape,
downspout, window, door, stairway, ladder, or opening intended as a means of ingress
or egress or providing light or air except for permitted window signs.
(I)
Any sign placed on any curb, sidewalk, post, pole, hydrant, bridge, tree, or other
structure or surface located on, over, or across any public street right-of-way or property
unless expressly authorized by this article or the Board of Commissioners.
(J)

Off-premises signs advertising adult establishments.

(K)
Off-premises signs on parcels of land that are zoned residential, used primarily
for residential purposes, or which do not include an active permitted use as established
by this article.
(L)

Inflatable devices; excluding balloons.
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(M)

High intensity searchlights.

(N)
Any object displayed in a manner which is intended to attract attention to a site,
product, or event.
(O)

Any sign listed as not permitted in Section 10.5

(P)

Any sign not expressly permitted by this article.

Any sign, structure, or other form of advertising defined as a sign herein that is erected
or placed anywhere in North Wilkesboro after adoption of this ordinance that is not in
compliance with the provisions of this section shall be subject to the enforcement
provisions outlined in Article IJ IV of the North Wilkesboro Zoning Ordinance.
10.12
Obsolete Signs & Enforcement of Regulations.
(A)
Signs or parts of signs which advertise or pertain to a business which no longer
exists or that has not been in business for 90 days or more shall be deemed to be an
obsolete sign.
(B)
Obsolete signs are prohibited and shall be removed by the owner or his agent
within 90 days of termination of the business.
(C)
The sign structure for an obsolete sign shall be removed by the owner or his
agent within 90 days of termination of the business.
Last Amended 11-13-18
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Article XI. Supplemental Standards Additional Conditions for
Certain Uses.
Note: These conditions apply only to uses “Permitted with Supplemental Standards
Conditions” or by “Conditional Special Use Permit” in the applicable zoning district as
shown in Section 6.7., Table of Uses.
11.1
AGRICULTURAL USES 11.1-1 Agricultural Industry.
(A) There shall be a separation of no less than two hundred fifty feet between structures
housing the agricultural industry and the closest point of any property located in a
residential district or developed for residential or mixed use purposes.
(B) The use shall be located on a lot containing no less than six acres.
(C) Agricultural uses shall maintain a minimum ten foot vegetated buffer, or equivalent
control as determined by the soil and water conservation commission along all perennial
waters indicated on the most recent versions of U.S.G.S. 1:24,000 scale (7.5 minute)
topographic maps.
11.1-2 Agriculture Implement Sales and Service.
(A) Outdoor storage of implements and equipment shall be located in the rear or side yard
only.
(B) Outdoor storage shall be screened with opaque fencing or
appropriate vegetation.
11.1-3 Livestock Sales and Auctions.
(A) There shall be a separation of no less than one hundred feet between structures
housing the sale or auction and/or storage confinement of livestock and the closest point
of any property located in a residential district or developed for residential or mixed use
purposes.
(B) The use shall be located on a lot containing no less than six acres.
(C) Sales and auctions shall maintain a minimum ten foot vegetated buffer, or equivalent
control as determined by the soil and water conservation commission along all perennial
waters indicated on the most recent versions of U.S.G.S. 1:24,000 scale (7.5 minute)
topographic maps.
11.2
COMMERCIAL USES 11.2-1 Adult Establishments.
(A) No adult establishment shall be located within one thousand five hundred feet
(determined by a straight line and not street distance) of the closest boundary line of any
residential zoning district, or of any point on the closest property line of any church,
school, day care, public park, residence or playground as measured by a horizontal,
straight line distance from the closest point on the closest boundary line of the property
occupied by the adult establishment.
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(B) No adult establishment shall be located within one thousand five hundred feet
(determined by a straight line and not street distance) of any other adult establishment as
measured by a horizontal, straight line distance from the closest point on the closest
boundary line of the property occupied by each.
(C) No more than one adult establishment may be located within the same structure.
(D) Mini-motion picture booths shall be constructed without doors, and shall orient the
customer entrance of each booth toward the principal sales counter.
(E) Patrons of adult establishments shall be separated from entertainers, performers or
entertainment employees by a minimum of six feet.
(F) All performers or entertainment employees of adult establishments shall perform on
an elevated stage or platform, elevated from the main floor by at least three feet.
(G) No printed material, slide, video, photograph, written text, live show, or other visual
presentation shall be visible to the public or an adjacent property or use, nor shall any
live or recorded voices, music, or sounds be heard from outside the walls of the
establishment.
(H) Only one flat wall sign announcing the establishment’s name is permitted per adult
use. The sign cannot exceed one square foot for each foot of linear building frontage.
(I) All windows, doors, entries and the like for all adult uses shall be so located, covered,
screened or otherwise treated that any view of the interior of the establishment are not
possible from any public or semipublic area, street or way.
(J) No adult use, except for an adult motel, may remain open at any time between the hours
of 1:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. on weekdays and Saturdays, and 1:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. on
Sundays.
(K) No patron or employee parking shall be allowed in the rear yard of the property.
(L) Side and rear yards shall be buffered with an opaque vegetative screen at least six feet
in height and with a minimum buffer width of 20 feet regardless of the adjoining use or
adjoining zoning district.
11.2-2 Amusements, Commercial, Outdoor.
(A) Outdoor amusement facilities shall be separated by an opaque screen from any
abutting property located in a residential or mixed use district;
(B) No permanently established amusement facilities, such as miniature golf courses,
skateboard courses, or mechanical rides shall be located within two
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hundred feet of the closest point of any abutting property located in a residential district;
(C) Hours of operation shall be no earlier than 8:00 a.m. and no later than 12:00 midnight.
11.2-3 Bed and Breakfast Establishments.
(A) The bed and breakfast facility shall be compatible in scale of structure and scale of
development with residential structures in the neighborhood in which it is located. The
principal use of such dwelling structures is residential. The exterior of the structure shall
be harmonious with surrounding properties. The bed and breakfast use shall be operated
in a primary, single- family residential structure and not in any accessory structure.
(B) The operation shall be conducted by persons who own and reside within the dwelling
unit. It shall be permissible to employ the equivalent of one full-time person to assist in
the operation.
(C) The use shall be located in a structure that was originally constructed as a dwelling.
(D) The structure must contain at least one full bathroom for the exclusive use of the
owner and other members of the immediate household, plus a minimum of one private
bathroom for every two guest bedrooms. Each full, discrete bathroom must include a
minimum of a water closet commode, a lavatory sink. and a bath or shower and meet
current building code requirements.
(E) The rental of rooms shall be on a daily or weekly basis to tourists, vacationers or
similar transients. The rental period shall not exceed 14 consecutive days in any thirtyday period.
(F) There shall be no cooking facilities or kitchen-type appliances in the rental dwelling
rooms. Only a breakfast meal may be provided in a common area by the owner of the
facility. It is intended by this subsection that meals may be provided only to registered
guests of the facility. No meals shall be served to the general public.
(G) Smoke alarms shall be installed in all rental rooms and in common areas.
(H) The total rented dwelling rooms shall be a minimum of three and not exceed eight. The
total occupancy, including the owner(s), shall not exceed ten persons.
Each room must have access to a hall or exterior door
(I) Parking shall be provided on the parcel on the basis of one space per rental dwelling
room in addition to two spaces for the owner(s). Such parking areas shall be
maintained in a dust- free, rut-free condition and shall be visually screened with a
vegetated buffer if adjacent to an existing residential structure or a vacant lot on which
a residential structure can be built. Parking shall not be permitted in front yards.
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(J) Events conducted for compensation (ex. weddings, receptions, and parties) shall be
permitted only if there is sufficient overflow parking available on site or off-street
parking is available. Overflow parking does not have to be paved or graveled but must
be on a suitable, even surface.
(K) Only one 12 sq. ft. sign is allowed on the lot advertising the bed and breakfast. If
freestanding, the sign can only be shall be limited to 4 feet in height and must be earthtone in color and composition and be made of wood.
(L) No display of goods, products, services, or other advertising shall be visible from
outside the building.
(M) No dwelling may be used as a bed and breakfast unless and until it shall have been
permitted by the Wilkes County Health Department.
(N) Lighting of the premises shall be harmonious with surrounding property. Lighting
shall not create glare or interfere with the reasonable enjoyment of adjacent properties.
(O) Noise generated within the structure shall not exceed a volume normally associated
with residential occupancy. Between 9:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m., noise originating within
the structure shall not be audible beyond the property lines.
(P) The Town shall issue a permit if all the requirements of this subsection and other
applicable provisions of the Town Code have been met. The permit shall remain in effect
for a period of one (1) year and may be suspended or revoked if a violation of standards
is found. The permit shall be renewed each year, upon request, by the Planning Director
unless it is determined that the use of the dwelling is not in compliance with the Town
Code. The use of the building as a bed and breakfast shall cease if the permit is not kept
in effect.
(Q) There shall be no other bed and breakfast inn within 600 feet of the property measured
in horizontal distance (straight line). This distance requirement may be reduced by the
approving authority with a determination that public health, safety and welfare shall be
preserved.
(R) No alcoholic beverages shall be served on the premises to paying guests.
11.2-4 Car Wash, Automatic.
(A) The outdoor service area of a car wash shall be placed and screened in accordance
with the standards for on-site parking.
(B) Car washes, vacuums, and similar service devices shall be a minimum of twenty feet
from the nearest portion of an adjacent residential zoning district or residential use.
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(C) Car washes accessory to a principal use shall be located in the side or rear yard only.
(D) All ports or bays must be perpendicular to an adjoining road or right-of-way
11.2-5 Car Wash, Industrial.
(A) The outdoor service area of a car wash shall be placed and screened in accordance
with the standards for on-site parking.
(B) Car washes, vacuums, and similar service devices shall be a minimum of twenty feet
from the nearest portion of an adjacent residential zoning district or residential use.
(C) Car washes accessory to a principal use shall be located in the rear yard only.
1211.2-6 Car Wash, Self-Service.
(A) The outdoor service area of a car wash shall be placed and screened in accordance
with the standards for on-site parking.
(B) Car washes, vacuums, and similar service devices shall be a minimum of twenty feet
from the nearest portion of an adjacent residential zoning district or residential use.
(C) All ports or bays must be perpendicular to an adjoining road or right-of-way
11.2-7 Clubs, Private.
(A) Private clubs shall be open to members of the club and their guests only.
(B) Hours of operation shall be no earlier than 8:00 a.m. and no later than 1:00a.m. when
the use abuts a residential use or a residentially zoned lot. This restriction shall not apply
where such use is separated from a residential use or a residentially zoned lot by a major
arterial street.
(C) Outdoor seating areas for private clubs shall not be permitted within two hundred fifty
feet of a residential use or a residentially zoned lot.
(D) Music, loud speakers, and similar noise devices shall not be permitted outdoors.
Noise emanating from the club shall not exceed ambient noise levels in the surrounding
area at a distance of more than one hundred feet from any point of the property containing
the club.
11.2-8 Convenience Store.
(A) No outdoor sales, storage or display of goods shall be allowed with the exception of
live plants.
11.2-9 Flea Markets.
(A) All structures associated with the market shall be at least three hundred linear feet
from any lot located in a residential district.

192

(B) Side and rear yards shall be buffered with an opaque vegetative screen at least six (6)
feet in height and with a minimum buffer width of ten (10) feet regardless of the
adjoining zoning district.
(C) All flea markets shall be serviced by an operable onsite restroom.
(D) Hours of operation shall be limited to weekends no earlier than 7:00 am and no later
than 5:00 pm when abutting a residential use or district.
(E) Overnight storage of all merchandise shall be indoors.
(F) The premises shall be kept maintained and clear of debris and trash.
(G) No on-street parking is permitted.
(H) Parking spaces and aisles shall be adequately delineated and separated from the
vendor areas to ensure safe circulation. Parking shall be in accordance with Section 8.4.
(I) Noise must be limited to such a level as to not disturb neighbors and be in accordance
with all Town of North Wilkesboro ordinances and regulation.
(J) There shall be a designated onsite supervisor responsible for
supervising all flea market activity.
11.2-10 Food Trucks.
(A) Sanitation: The food trucks vendor is responsible for the proper disposal of waste and
trash associated with the operation. Under no circumstances shall grease or graywater be
released or disposed of in the Town's sanitary sewer system, on the ground, street,
sidewalk or anywhere other than an approved grease disposal facility.
(B) Permit: A copy of the approved zoning permit shall be kept in the food truck. Prior to
the issuance of the food truck permit, the vendor shall provide evidence of having
obtained a NC Sales and Use Certificate for collecting and paying the proper sales taxes
and prepared meals taxes, a Wilkes County Environmental Health Permit, and a means
for the disposal of grease within an approved grease disposal facility. [Added 9-5-17].
11.2-11 Fuel Dealers.
(A)
All storage tanks, pumping equipment, loading and unloading must be located in
the rear yard and in a fenced area.
(B)
All tanks and structures cannot be within 100 feet of a residentially zoned lot.
11.2-12 Gasoline Station, Neighborhood.
(A) Hours of operation shall be no earlier than 6:00 a.m. and no later than
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midnight when this use abuts a residential use or a residentially zoned lot. This restriction
shall not apply where such use is separated from a residential use or a residentially zoned
lot by a major arterial street.
(B) Any accessory motor vehicle repair service shall store any wrecked, partially
dismantled, or inoperative vehicles located on-site in an enclosed building or in a
separate motor vehicle storage yard which meets the requirements of this article for
outdoor storage.
(C) The overnight storage of all merchandise and vehicles shall be indoors and all repair
work and similar activities shall be conducted entirely within enclosed structures.
(D) All fuel pumps shall be located a minimum of twenty feet from any adjacent property
line.
(E) All fuel pumps and canopies shall be located in the side or rear yard only. On corner
lots, fuel pumps and canopies located in side yards shall be on the side of the principal
structure located away from the street intersection.
(F) In Neighborhood Business zones, no outdoor sales, storage or display of goods shall
be allowed with the exception of live plants.
11.2-13 Home Occupations.
(A) The home occupation must be clearly incidental to the residential use of the dwelling
and must not change the essential residential character of the dwelling.
(B) A home occupation conducted in an accessory structure shall be housed only in a
garage or other accessory structure typically associated with a dwelling and may not
occupy more than one such accessory structure.
(C) The use may not employ any person who is not a resident of the dwelling.
(D) A home occupation housed within the dwelling shall occupy no more than twentyfive percent of the total floor area of the dwelling.
(E) There shall be no visible outside display of stock in trade which is sold on the
premises.
(F) There shall be no outdoor storage or visible evidence of equipment or materials used
in the home occupation.
(G) Operation of the home occupation shall not be evident from any dwelling on an
adjacent lot, nor from a street.
(H) Only vehicles used primarily as passenger vehicles will be permitted in connection
with the conduct of the home occupation.
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(I) The home occupation shall not utilize mechanical, electrical, or other equipment
which produces noise, electrical or magnetic interference, vibration, heat, glare, or other
nuisances outside the dwelling or accessory structure housing the home occupation.
(J) Home occupations which draw clients to the dwelling on a regular basis shall be
limited to 2 clients at one time.
(K) Outdoor kilns used for the firing of pottery shall be provided with a semi- opaque
screen to obstruct the view from the street and from adjacent properties located in
residential districts and shall have a secured work area.
(L) No advertising signs or signs that would be considered nonresidential in nature shall
be permitted.
11.2-14 Junk Yard.
(A) No stacking of vehicles shall be allowed.
(B) The entire perimeter of the junkyard shall be enclosed by an opaque fence or
vegetative screen at least six feet in height.
(C) The lot containing the junkyard must be a minimum of five acres.
(D) When lots are adjacent to residentially zoned lots or residential uses, a minimum
setback of seventy five feet.
11.2-15 Kennel.
(A) Any structure which houses animals which is not fully enclosed shall be located at
least one hundred feet from any lot line and two hundred fifty feet from a residential or
mixed use district.
(B) Any run located partially or wholly outdoors shall be located at least one hundred feet
from any lot line and two hundred fifty feet from a residential or mixed-use district.
(C) A maximum of twelve dogs shall be permitted in outside runs.
11.2-16 Motor Vehicle Sales, Rental, and Leasing:
(A) Franchised dealerships shall be permitted with conditions in the General Business
(GB) and Highway Business (HB) districts under the following conditions:
(1) NC-DMV: Must be able to meet all license requirements as found in Form LT-415
(NC Minimum Dealer License Requirements).
(2) Minimum required lot area for vehicles: 15,000sf (0.34 Acre).
(3) Minimum required lot area for any combination of passenger vehicles, boats,
transport tractor and trailers: 60,000sf (1.37 Acres).
(4) Parking Lot type: All proposed parking areas must be paved with asphalt
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or concrete, including those for customer parking.
(5) Parking Lot layout: Aisle spacing and parking spacing must conform to Article
8.4.
(6) Vehicle Location: Vehicles may not be located within 5 feet of any property
line/road right of way line, and may not be located within 20 feet of any property
line abutting a residential district. Furthermore, no automobiles may be placed within
any public right of way.
(7) Screening: All boundaries of a property containing such uses that directly adjoin a
Single Family residential district (R-20, R-10, and R-6) shall be buffered with a solid
fence extending from the ground to a height of not less than 6 feet or a vegetative
screen/buffer as outlined in Article 9.4.
(8) Outdoor Vehicle Display Area Screening: All outdoor vehicle display areas shall
be screened by a perimeter vegetative buffer in accordance with Section
8.7.2 9.4. No vehicles displayed for sale or awaiting work or pick-up shall be
located within a required landscape area, or in any public rights-of-way.
(9) Combination Uses: Vehicle bays may not face the street front. All accessory or
subordinate uses must meet all applicable Town ordinances.
(B) CUP Special Use Permit Required for Non-Franchised Dealerships: All such uses
that are not manufacturer- franchised dealership must obtain a Conditional Special Use
Permit [Added 5-2-17].
11.2-17 Motor Vehicle Storage Yard.
(A) A motor vehicle storage yard created or expanded after the adoption date of this article
shall have an enclosed storage area not exceeding one acre.
(B) No repair work shall be done on motor vehicles while stored in the storage yard. No
parts or other articles may be removed from the vehicles except for security purposes,
nor shall any parts or articles be sold. The sale of whole vehicles shall be permitted only
to satisfy a mechanic’s lien or by order of a law enforcement agency.
(C) Fencing shall be set back a minimum of ten feet from public street rights-of- way.
(D) Vertical stacking of motor vehicles is prohibited.
(E) Any gasoline, oil, or other materials spilled or collected on site shall be contained
and disposed of in accordance with state and federal laws.
(F) Tractor-trailers, tankers and/or any vehicle carrying a hazardous material shall be
stored only in motor vehicle storage yards located in the LI or GI districts. A motor
vehicle storage yard which stores a tanker which has contained a hazardous substance shall
be enclosed by a minimum six-foot high fence which shall be locked during non-operating
hours. In addition, a spill containment structure certified by a registered professional
engineer as being adequate for spill containment is required. No tanker shall be stored
closer than three hundred feet from any residential zoning district or lot containing a legal
conforming residential use.
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(G) No Motor Vehicle Storage Yard may be a principal use on a lot within the Corridor
Overlay District. All existing lots in the COD shall become conforming within 60 days
of the date of this ordinance.
11.2-18 Nightclub.
(A) Separation Requirement: All nightclubs in the GB and HB districts shall be located
no closer than 500 feet to any residential district or use, church, or school as measured
from property line to property line.
(B) Conditional Special Use Permit: In issuing a Conditional Special Use Permit for this
use, the Board of Adjustment shall consider the surroundings, intensity of the land use,
access and other relevant factors and apply conditions as they deem it warranted. [Added
9-5-17].
11.2-19 Nursery, Lawn and Garden Supply Store, Retail.
(A) Up to two storage containers/trailers are permitted to be placed on the lot.
(B) Where permitted as a principal use on a lot, the area of storage for live plants shall be
no closer than ten feet from an abutting street right-of-way, and the area of storage for all
other items shall be no closer than forty feet from an abutting street right-of-way.
11.2-20 Outdoor Display and Sales of Merchandise.
All display and sales of merchandise shall be conducted completely within enclosed
buildings, except where expressly permitted below:
(A) Outdoor seating for restaurants, provided that such:
(1) Shall not be located in any street right-of-way where handicap access, pedestrian
and/or vehicular movement in inhibited;
(2) Shall be permitted only along the business tenant bay or storefront façade; and
(3) Shall not block the entrance to the business or building.
(B) Outdoor display or sales of merchandise accessory to a principal use, provided that:
(1) Shall not be located in any street right-of-way where handicap access, pedestrian
and/or vehicular movement in inhibited;
(2) Shall be located against the building façade;
(3) Shall be permitted only along the business tenant bay or store front façade;
(4) Shall not block the entrance to the business or building;
(5) Shall not exceed ten percent of the gross floor area of each non- related and
separately operated use;
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(6) Shall be permitted only during the hours of operation of the business and shall be
removed at the close of each business day.
11.2-21 Outdoor Storage.
(A) Items must be placed within an enclosed building or approved outdoor storage area
at the end of each business day.
(B) Up to two storage trailers are permitted to be placed on a single lot or in conjunction
with a single principal use.
(C) Only vehicles and equipment awaiting or in process of repair which are not visibly
damaged or are not used or intended to be used as “parts” vehicles shall be permitted.
(D) Where permitted as an accessory use in conjunction with a building, the area of storage
shall not be placed in any front yard abutting a street.
(E) Where permitted as a principal use on a lot, the area of storage shall be no closer than
twenty-five feet from an abutting street right-of-way.
(F) All areas established for outdoor storage, including security fencing of such areas,
shall be screened from view from the public street(s) and from all abutting properties by
an opaque or vegetative screen at least six-feet in height.
(G) Where permitted as a principal use on a lot in the Corridor Overlay District (COD),
the area of storage shall not be in a front yard or any yard adjacent to, or facing the
highway. All existing lots in the COD shall become conforming within 60 days of the
date of this ordinance.
11.2-22 Parking Lot or Deck.
Parking lots and decks not accessory to a building on the same development site shall
meet all requirements elsewhere herein for such uses, except that:
(A) Parking lots, as a principal use, within residential districts shall only service uses
allowed within residential zoning districts.
(B) Parking lots in residential districts shall maintain a minimum 5-foot buffer from all
shared property lines that directly adjoin residential uses or zones wherein a vegetative
screen shall be planted that is 3-4 feet in height at planting and 6 feet in height at maturity
and provides full screening of the lot from adjoining property owners around the shared
property line.
(C) Where the property line fronts a road right-of-way in residential districts, the screen
must be a minimum of 3 feet in height and no more than 6 feet at maturity and shall be
planted up to the property line along the applicable perimeter.
(D) Parking lots in all nonresidential areas must meet screening and landscaping
requirements as given in Article IX.
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(E) Parking decks shall, to the maximum extent practicable, meet the design standards for
buildings.
11.2-23 Raceways and Drag Strips.
(A) The use shall be located on a lot of at least thirty-five acres.
(B) Vehicular access to the use shall be provided only by way of a major or minor arterial.
(C) A minimum separation of one hundred feet, fully vegetated, shall be provided
between the fenced use area and any abutting property line.
(D) Existing vegetation shall be preserved to the extent practicable and supplemented
with new plantings as may be required to provide a year-round opaque buffer from
abutting properties.
(E) Hours of operation shall be no earlier than 8:00 a.m., Monday to Saturday, or 12:00
p.m., Sunday; and no later than 11:00 p.m.
11.2-24 Retail, Non-store.
(A) All deliveries by truck must be made between the hours of 8:00AM and 5:00PM.
11.2-25 Riding Stables.
(A) Lots shall maintain a fence shall be maintained around the entire perimeter of the lot
housing the stable.
(B) All buildings and animal waste storage shall be fifty feet from any property line.
11.2-26 Shooting Range, Outdoor.
(A) All new shooting ranges shall be designed, constructed, and operated in strict
compliance with the National Rifle Association (NRA) standards specified in the latest
edition of “The NRA Range Sourcebook”. In addition, construction standards shall
comply with all appurtenant North Carolina Building and Fire Codes.
(B) All shooting stations on a range facility shall be located a minimum of one hundred
fifty
(150) feet from any property line.
(C) Warning signs meeting NRA guidelines for shooting ranges shall be posted at one
hundred foot intervals along the entire perimeter of the range facility.
(D) All outdoor shooting ranges stations shall be located at least 500 feet from any
occupied dwelling, excluding those dwellings occupied by the range owner and staff of
the range.
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(E) Hours of operation shall be during daylight hours and not before noon on Sundays.
(F) The permittee shall carry a minimum of $500,000 general liability insurance. Such
insurance shall name the Town as an additional insured party and shall save and hold the
Town, its elected and appointed officials and employees acting within the scope of their
duties harmless from and against all claims, demands, and causes of action of any kind
or character, including the cost of defense thereof, arising in favor of a person or group’s
members or employees or third parties on account of any property damage arising out of
use of the range, or in any way arising out of the acts or omissions of the permittee,
his/her group, club or its agents or representatives. The Town shall be notified of any
policy changes or lapses in coverage.
11.3
INDUSTRIAL USES 11.3-1 Abattoirs.
(A) All activities associated with the slaughtering of animals shall be screened from
public view.
(B) There shall be a separation of no less than fifty feet between structures housing the
slaughtering activity and/or the storage confinement of animals and the closest point of
any property located in a residential district or developed for residential or mixed use
purposes.
11.3-2 Auto wrecking yards, building material salvage yards, general salvage yards,
scrap metal processing yards.
(A) A minimum of two acres for the site shall be provided.
(B) The site shall be completely enclosed by a solid or opaque fence in conjunction with
required landscape materials. The fencing shall extend from the surface of the ground to
a uniform minimum height of at least six feet from the ground at any given point. All
business activity, including storage of vehicles or other materials, shall be conducted
within the fenced area.
(C) No dismantling, disassembling, salvaging, wrecking, or processing operation on the
premises shall be carried on between the hours of 9:00 P.M. and 7:00 A.M.
(D) Any gasoline, oil, or other materials spilled or collected on the site shall be contained
and disposed of in accordance with state and federal laws.
11.3-3 Building contractors, heavy.
(A) All outdoor storage of equipment and building materials shall be kept at least fifty
linear feet from any adjacent residential use and shall be located in a side or rear yard
only and shall be screened for public view.
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11.3-4 Landfill, land clearing and inert debris (LCID).
(A) Any on-site LCID landfill must comply with the standards regulations of the State of
North Carolina’s Division of Waste Management.
(B) An LCID landfill cannot be the principal use of the lot.
(C) Any such landfill must be closed in an approved fashion within six months of
completion of construction or within twelve months of cessation of construction, if the
development project has not been completed.
(D) The location of any such landfill must be indicated on the preliminary subdivision
plan and the final subdivision plat, if applicable. Further, any parcel or lot which contains
any part of any such landfill must have notification of the existence of the landfill
recorded as part of the deed for the lot or parcel.
(E) No portion of any such landfill may be located within fifty feet of any property line
which constitutes the external boundary of the project. This includes structures,
equipment storage, parking areas, and fill areas, except that access drives may cross this
area.
11.3-5 Quarries or other extractive industries.
(A) Operations Affected by Regulations. Mining operations which affect more than one
acre of land, including borrow pits which disturb more than one acre of land at any one
time, shall meet the following regulations:
(B) Dimensional Requirements. Dimensional requirements for mining operations are
specified below. Buildings shall meet the setback and other dimensional requirements of
the underlying zoning district.
Dimensional Requirements for Mining Operations - Required Minimum Distance from
any Public Right-of-Way or from Property that is Adjacent to:
Mining Activity
Any extraction area, road, or pit.
Any crushing of rock, processing of stone, gravel, or other
material.
Any blasting.

GI Zoning
District
50 feet
100 feet
200 feet

(C) Easements. No excavation shall take place within easements for underground
transmission lines for oil, natural gas, or other potentially hazardous material.
(D) Fencing. Any excavation to a depth greater than five feet shall be fenced. However,
no fencing shall be required on any property where such fencing would be impracticable,
as determined by the Zoning Administrator, by reason of location of such property in a
floodplain.
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(E) Hours of Operation. Quarry drilling, blasting, and crushing, except in cases of
emergency involving safety on the site, shall not be operated on Sunday and may not be
operated earlier than 7:00 A.M. nor later than 6:00 P.M. on any other day.
(F) Access. The site of the mining operation shall have direct access onto a major or minor
thoroughfare. Any road which the mining operation accesses may be required to be
improved to necessary industrial capacity as a condition of approval.
(G) Spillage and Effluent. The loading of trucks shall be accomplished in such a way as
to prevent spillage on roads. The effluent of extraction or processing going into streams
must comply with requirements of State law.
(H) Flooding. Whenever a mining operation would in the course of its operation create a
flooding hazard, the operator, before commencing any such excavation, and at such other
times during the excavation as may be necessary, shall erect such dikes, barriers, or other
structures as will afford the same protection as if no excavation were made. No mining
operation shall impede the flow of any watercourse.
(I) Operational Statement. The petitioner will file an operational statement with the
Zoning Administrator which shall include the following:
(1) The approximate date to begin operation and its expected duration;
(2) Estimated type and volume of extraction;
(3) Description of method of operation, including the disposition of topsoil,
overburden, and by-products;
(4) Description of equipment to be used in the extraction process; and
(5) Any phasing of the operation and the relationship of the various phases.
(J) Temporary or Permanent Discontinuance of Operations. Notice of intent to
discontinue temporarily a mining operation shall be filed with the Zoning Administrator
in advance of such temporary discontinuance. Notice of intent to discontinue
permanently a mining operation shall be filed with the Zoning Administrator not less
than three months in advance.
(K) Maintenance. During any period that a mining operation is discontinued temporarily,
the site, along with all structures, machinery, and fencing, shall be properly maintained
in a safe and orderly condition.
(L) Reuse or Rehabilitation of Site. Notice of permanent discontinuance of mining
operation shall include a plan for reuse or rehabilitation of the site. Except where
redevelopment for another permitted use is in progress on the site of a
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discontinued mining operation, the last operator shall perform the following within one
year:
(1) Buildings and Equipment. All buildings and equipment shall be removed;
(2) Materials. All nonregulated waste piles, overburden, and other materials shall be
graded so that the material assumes its natural angle of repose. These materials shall
be planted with vegetation so as to prevent erosion;
(3) Walls. Any quarry walls shall be cleared of loose materials;
(4) Water Collection and Drainage. Any excavation shall be so graded as to provide
for natural drainage; if the collection of water in an excavation is unavoidable, the
area shall be fenced.
(M) Other Requirements. The operator of any mining operation shall file with the Zoning
Administrator, in addition to any exhibits required elsewhere in this Ordinance, evidence
of ownership or control of property, plans for rehabilitation, and notices of intent, as
required herein. The Zoning Administrator shall inspect the premises annually to
determine that all specific conditions are being met. Violation of the requirements herein
shall make the operator liable to the penalties set forth in this ordinance.
(N) Sand Dredging Operations. In addition to complying with the applicable provisions
of this section, sand dredging operations shall be conducted in a manner which does not
result in the erosion of the banks of a stream.
11.3-6 Solar Farms
(A) The solar farm shall conform to the NAICS 2211194 description of a ground mounted
solar powered energy system.
(B) Height-Solar power electric generation structures shall not exceed a height of 25 feet.
(C) Ground-mounted solar energy systems shall meet the minimum zoning setback for
the zoning district in which located.
(D) Visibility-Active solar systems shall be screened from routine view from public rightof-way or adjacent residentially zoned property.
11.3-7 Storage and Salvage yard.
(A) No dismantling, disassembling, salvaging, wrecking, or processing operation on the
premises shall be carried on between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.
(B) Any gasoline, oil, or other materials spilled or collected on the site shall be contained
and disposed of in accordance with state and federal laws.
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(C) All activities associated with storage, wrecking, or processing shall be fully screened
from public view.
11.3-8 Terminal, freight.
(A) The area designated for truck parking shall be located no closer than forty feet from
an abutting street right-of-way.
(B) The area of truck parking shall be screened from view from the street(s) and from all
abutting properties by an opaque screen. Wherever security fencing is desired, it shall be
placed on the interior side of the screening materials.
(C) The use shall be located on or have direct access to a major or minor arterial; truck
terminals shall not be sited such that collector streets are regularly traversed to access
the larger capacity road.
11.3-9 Tire recapping shops.
(A) Up to two storage trailers are permitted in conjunction with the use.
(B) The area of storage shall not be placed in any front yard or side yard abutting a street.
(C) The area of storage shall be no closer than forty feet from an abutting street right-ofway.
(D) All areas established for outdoor storage, including security fencing of such areas,
shall be screened from view from any adjacent residential use or residentially zoned lot
by an opaque screen with a minimum height of six feet.
11.3-10 Warehousing (excluding self-storage).
(A) All warehousing operations shall be served directly off a major or minor arterial.
11.3-11 Warehousing, self-storage.
(A) The only commercial uses permitted on the site of a self-service storage facility use
shall be the rental of storage bays and the pickup and deposit of goods or property in
dead storage. Storage bays shall not be used to manufacture, fabricate, or process goods;
service or repair vehicles, small engines, or electrical equipment, or to conduct similar
repair activities; conduct garage sales or retail sales of any kind; or conduct any other
commercial or industrial activity on the site;
(B) A security or caretaker quarters use may be established on the site of a self- storage
facility;
(C) Individual storage bays or private postal boxes within a self-service storage facility
use shall not be considered premises for the purpose of assigning a legal address;
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(D) Except as provided in this section, all property stored on the site of a self- service
storage facility use shall be entirely within enclosed buildings;
(E) Open storage of recreational vehicles and dry storage of pleasure boats of the type
customarily maintained by persons for their personal use shall be permitted within a selfservice storage facility use, provided that the following standards are met:
1. The storage shall occur only within a designated area. The designated area
shall be clearly delineated;
2. The storage area shall not exceed 25 percent of the buildable area of the site;
3. The storage area shall be entirely screened from view from adjacent
residential areas and public roads by a building and/or solid fencing with
landscaping on the outside of the fence;
4. Storage shall not occur within the area set aside for minimum building
setbacks;
5. No dry stacking of boats shall be permitted on site; and
6. No vehicle maintenance, washing or repair shall be permitted.
(F) The minimum lot size for a self-service storage facility shall be three acres. No
variance or other relief shall be granted from this standard;
(G) The development shall not encroach into any buffer required by this ordinance; the
minimum required setback from any property line shall be the greater of any required
buffer or setback (Sec. 8.2.6(B)).
(H) If separate structures are constructed, there shall be a minimum separation of 10 feet
between the buildings within the facility;
(I) The maximum size of a storage bay shall be 450 square feet;
(J) With the exception of a structure used as a security or caretaker quarters, the maximum
height of a self-service storage facility use shall be 20 feet. In addition, a parapet wall
shall be constructed to screen roof-mounted heating and air conditioning and other
equipment, if any. The combined height of the building and the parapet wall shall not
exceed 25 feet;
(K) The following on-site circulation standards shall apply:
1. Interior parking shall be provided in the form of aisle ways adjacent to the
storage bays. These aisle ways shall be used both for circulation and temporary
customer parking while using storage bays. The minimum width of these aisle ways
shall be 21 feet if only one- way traffic is permitted, and 30 feet if two-way traffic
is permitted;

205

2. The one-or two-way traffic flow patterns in aisleways shall be clearly marked.
Marking shall consist at a minimum of use of standard directional signage and
painted lane markings with arrows;
3. Appropriate access and circulation by vehicles and emergency equipment shall be
ensured through the design of internal turning radii of aisleways.
(L) Outdoor lighting shall be the minimum necessary to discourage vandalism and theft.
If a facility abuts a residential district, outdoor lighting fixtures shall be no more than 15
feet in height;
(M) No exterior loudspeakers or paging equipment shall be permitted on the site;
(N) Storage bay doors shall not face any abutting property located in a residential district,
nor shall they be visible from any public street road; and
(O) The exterior facades of all structures shall receive uniform architectural treatment;
including only masonry, stucco, and painting of surfaces are allowed only. No metals
facades shall be allowed.
11.3-12 Waste transfer station.
(A) Recyclable materials from residential sources shall be limited to tires, scrap metal
such as lawnmowers and play equipment; white goods such as refrigerators, clothes
dryers and stoves; lead acid batteries; motor oil; cardboard; and other recyclables of
residential origin.
(B) The area of active use must be enclosed by a fence, not easily climbable, from six to
seven feet in height, and the fence must be located at least twenty feet from the public
street right-of- way and one hundred feet from abutting property lines.
(C) A minimum separation of one hundred feet, fully vegetated, shall be provided
between the fenced use area and any abutting property line; existing vegetation shall be
preserved to the extent practicable and supplemented with new plantings as may be
required to provide a year round opaque buffer from abutting properties.
(D) The site shall be screened from the street(s) by a screen composed of a masonry wall
or a solid (opaque) fence, planted on the exterior side with a semi- opaque vegetative
screen with expected height of at least eight feet at maturity; security fencing shall be
placed on the interior side of the vegetation and wall or fence.
(E) The active use areas of the site shall be separated by one hundred feet from all public
streets.
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(F) That active use portions of the site will be entirely fenced with non-climbable fencing
material to a height of at least six feet, which shall be installed on the interior of the
buffer and screen.
(G) No active area will be located within one hundred feet of any property linen or within
two hundred feet of abutting property located in a residential district or developed for
residential, institutional, or mixed use.
(H) Vehicular access to the proposed use will not be provided by a minor collector or
neighborhood street, and access roads to the site will connect directly to a designated
arterial.
11.4

GOVERNMENT AND INSTITUTIONAL USES.

11.4-1 Child care institution.
(A) Outdoor play and/or recreation areas shall be located behind the front building line in
the rear yard or side yard only. If located in the side yard, a minimum side yard setback
of ten feet shall be observed if no other is provided. On corner or through lots, a minimum
twenty-foot setback as measured from the abutting street right-of-way line shall be
required.
(B) All outdoor play and recreation areas shall be surrounded by a fence or wall at least
four feet in height.
(C) Outdoor activities are limited to the fenced area between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.
(D) At least one off-street passenger loading/unloading space separate from required
parking shall be provided for each twenty people enrolled. Adequate on- site turnaround
area shall be provided for all loading/unloading and parking spaces.
11.4-2 Church or religious institution, community scale.
(A) Exterior lighting shall be directed or screened so as to protect the privacy of the private
living areas and associated open spaces of adjacent residential properties.
(B) Convents, rectories, parsonages, or similar uses may be placed on the site as accessory
uses.
(C) Accessory uses such as church offices, religious bookstores serving the immediate
congregation, parking lots, family life centers, multi-purpose facilities, outdoor
recreational facilities, and day care centers on the same site or sites contiguous to the
principal use shall be permitted. Similar uses on non-contiguous sites or on a site
separated from the principal use by a public street shall be considered principal uses in
their own right and be regulated as such.
(D) Church accessory uses which are not permitted as principal uses in a district
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shall adhere to the following restrictions:
(1) No merchandise or merchandise display shall be visible from outside the
building;
(2) No business or identification sign pertaining to the accessory uses shall
be visible from outside the building.
(E) Except as noted in section (C) above, accessory uses not permitted as principal uses
(including television stations, radio stations, printing presses, or sports complexes) are
prohibited.
(F) Direct access to the site shall be provided by a major or minor thoroughfare.
(G) The minimum site area shall be three acres.
11.4-3 Civic, fraternal, cultural, and community facilities not otherwise listed;
Club or lodge, private non-profit
(A) Such use has direct access to an arterial or collector street.
(B) No active part of the site (buildings, parking, recreational areas, etc.) are permitted
within fifty feet of an adjacent single family residential use.
(C) An auditorium or assembly hall is only permitted provided that:
(1) Such use is permitted as a principal use in the district; or
(2) Such use is limited to a seating capacity of no more than one hundred fifty people.
11.4-4 College or university.
(A) Schools shall be located on streets sized to accommodate normal traffic volumes of
existing uses plus the additional traffic projected to be generated by the school(s).
(B) Accessory and incidental buildings shall be placed within established rear yards and
side yards that do not abut a street.
(C) Where chain link and similar fencing material are installed in an established yard
abutting a street, such fencing shall be planted on the exterior side with evergreen shrubs
minimum three feet in height (expected height at maturity minimum six feet), six feet on
center at installation.
11.4-5 Community center.
(A) Any community center having a seating capacity in excess of five hundred persons
shall have direct access to a major or minor arterial.
11.4-6 Correctional institution.
(A) The principal structure and any accessory use or structure (excluding property
boundary fencing) shall be located at least five hundred feet from any
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property located in a residential district or mixed-use district.
(B) Security fencing shall be provided An opaque screen shall be constructed on the
exterior of security fencing wherever it is adjacent to a street or property in a residential
or mixed-use district.
(C) The use shall be located on a lot of at least ten acres if the facility has beds for more
than one hundred inmates.
(D) The use will be located on a lot of at least five acres if the facility has beds for one
hundred or fewer inmates.
11.4-7 Daycare center.
(A) Outdoor play and/or recreation areas shall be located behind the front building line in
the rear yard or side yard only. If located in the side yard, a minimum side yard setback
of ten feet shall be observed if no other is provided. On corner or through lots, a minimum
twenty-foot setback as measured from the abutting street right-of-way line shall be
required.
(B) All outdoor play and recreation areas shall be surrounded by a fence or wall at least
four feet in height.
(C) Outdoor activities are limited to the fenced area between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.
(D) At least one off-street passenger loading/unloading space separate from required
parking shall be provided for each twenty people enrolled. Adequate on- site turnaround
area shall be provided for all loading/unloading and parking spaces.
11.4-8 Daycare, large and small home.
(A) A day care home must be clearly incidental to the residential use of the dwelling and
must not change the essential residential character of the dwelling. All building and lot
standards for residential dwellings shall be maintained.
(B) No outdoor play shall be permitted after dark and care shall not be provided on a
twenty-four hour basis.
(C) The facility shall be staffed by persons residing in the dwelling in which the day care
is located except that up to no more than one non-resident may report to work at a daycare
home.
(D) The day care shall be located in a structure originally constructed as and designed for
a single-family dwelling which shall be the principal structure on the lot. The structure
shall not be altered in any manner which diminishes its value as a single-family dwelling
or which changes its exterior residential character. Signage is not allowed.
(E) The owner of the daycare home shall reside on premises.
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11.4-9 Group care facility.
(A) Management. If not State licensed The group care facility A or B shall have written
operating procedures or manuals, established goals and objectives for persons receiving
therapy or treatment, a structured system of management with a Board of Directors, onpremises management/supervisory personnel, and admission standards that allow only
residents that have a commitment and desire to adjust to society and are not dangerous
to others as defined in State law.
(B) Heated Building Area. A minimum of 250 hundred (250) square feet of heated
building area shall be provided per resident.
(C) Spacing Requirement. A group care facility may not be located within a distance of
one-half mile feet from any other group care facility. All measurements shall be made by
drawing straight lines from the nearest point of the lot line where the proposed group
care facility is to be located to the nearest point of the lot line of another group care
facility.
11.4-10 Group home A or B.
(A) The zoning lot on which the group home or care facility is proposed shall not be
located within a 2,000LF radius of a zoning lot containing another such facility.
(B) No external evidence of such use, distinguishing the group home from a regular
single- family dwelling, shall be visible from adjacent property, public or private.
(C) Each facility shall be designed, built, and maintained to appear as similar to a
residential structure as possible.
(D) Buffers and screening shall be provided, as required in Article IX.
(E) Signs shall be limited to one non-illuminated sign with a maximum area of 6 square
feet. Said sign shall be attached flush to the wall of the building. No other external
evidence of the use for identification or advertising purposes shall be permitted
(Amended 1-5-16).
11.4-11 Homeless Shelter.
(A) SPACING--A homeless shelter shall not be located within 2,500 linear feet of any
other homeless shelter and within 250 linear feet from any residential use or residentially
zoned property, public park, and school, as measured by a straight line from the closest
structure to the proposed homeless shelter structure. Article 11.19- 1 4-11 does not apply
to a legally pre-existing homeless shelter.
(B) ACCESS--A homeless shelter shall have access to a public sidewalk unless it is a preexisting homeless shelter.
(C) SUPERVISION--A homeless shelter shall provide adequate supervision and security
for the number and needs of the residents. Staff shall be trained in emergency procedures
(including CPR and first aid), safety plans and procedures used by the facility.
(D) HEATED SQUARE FOOTAGE--A minimum of 50 square feet of heated floor area
must be provided for each individual sheltered occupant.
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(E) The homeless shelter must be in harmony with the area in which it is located and be in
general conformity with the comprehensive plan.
11.4-12 Nursing care institutions and congregate care facilities.
(A) Any facility which is licensed to have more than fifty residents shall maintain a side
setback of at least twenty feet and a rear setback of at least forty feet when the side or
rear yard is in or abuts a residential district.
(B) Driveway access to accessory structures shall be through the main entrance to the
facility.
(C) Accessory structures shall be arranged to provide for adequate on-site vehicular and
pedestrian traffic.
(D) Any portion of a building, which contains living areas, shall be set back a minimum
of fifteen feet from internal driveways and parking areas. This standard shall only apply
to the living areas of buildings which contain a mixture of uses such as offices, storage
and living areas.
(E) No single building shall be greater than 40,000 square feet if located within five
hundred feet, as measured in any direction from the closest point, from an adjacent
residentially zoned lot.
(F) Acceptable materials for additions and new construction include wood, brick, stone,
stucco, vinyl, and similar materials designed to give the exterior a residential appearance.
Under no circumstances shall metal siding, not intended to mimic traditional wood siding
used on residential structures, or unfinished concrete block be permitted.
11.4-13 Progressive care community.
(A) Accessory buildings shall only include accessory dwellings containing no more than
four dwelling units, recreation centers and similar facilities, dining halls, and
maintenance buildings. All other buildings shall be principal buildings, the use of which
shall be for congregate or nursing care.
(B) Driveway access to accessory structures shall be through the main entrance to the
community.
(C) Structures shall be arranged to provide for adequate on-site vehicular and pedestrian
traffic.
(D) Paved walkways shall be provided between accessory dwellings, the principal
building, and all common facilities such as dining halls and recreation centers.
(E) All lease/sale arrangements for accessory dwellings shall be under the direct control
of the management company responsible for the progressive care community.
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(F) Principal and accessory buildings shall be predominately designed and constructed
with architectural features common to residential structures including, but not limited to,
the following features: roof pitch, façade material, and size, type and placement of
windows and doors. Acceptable materials for additions and new construction include
wood, brick, stone, stucco, vinyl, and similar materials designed to give the exterior a
residential appearance. Under no circumstances shall metal siding not intended to mimic
traditional wood siding, or unfinished concrete block be permitted.
(G) No single building shall be greater than 40,000 square feet if located within five
hundred feet, as measured in any direction from the closest point, from an adjacent
residentially zoned lot.
(H) No site shall have a density greater than ten units per acre for accessory residential
dwellings. For the purposes of calculating density all land lying underneath and within
twenty feet of any congregate care or nursing care facility and all loading/unloading,
garbage collection, and parking areas associated with congregate care or nursing care
facilities shall be excluded from the total acreage.
(I) A minimum of five acres shall be required. All land used for the progressive care
community shall be contiguous and shall not be divided or transected by public roads,
private roads granting easement(s) to tracts of land not included within the community,
or natural features which would visually and functionally divide the development,
including, but not limited to, preventing the free flow of pedestrian and vehicular traffic.
(J) All structures are limited in occupancy to persons aged sixty-two years or older, the
physically handicapped, and their spouses except for rooms or units occupied by resident
staff personnel performing duties directly related to the operation of the facility.
11.4-14 Schools, elementary and secondary, including school stadiums (public).
(A) Accessory and incidental buildings shall be placed within established rear yards and
side yards that do not abut a street.
(B) Where chain link and similar fencing material are installed in an established yard
abutting a street, such fencing shall be planted on the exterior side with evergreen shrubs
minimum three feet in height (expected minimum height at maturity is six feet), six feet
on center at installation.
(C) Schools shall be located on streets sized to accommodate traffic volumes of
background uses plus the additional traffic projected to be generated by the school(s).
(D) Schools with an anticipated enrollment of 500 or more students shall be on
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a lot which abuts an arterial, and primary vehicular access shall be provided from the
arterial.
11.4-15 Schools, vocational, private, or professional.
(A) Schools shall be located on streets sized to accommodate traffic volumes of
background uses plus the additional traffic projected to be generated by the school(s).
(B) Accessory and incidental buildings shall be placed within established rear yards and
side yards that do not abut a street.
(C) Where chain link and similar fencing material are installed in an established yard
abutting a street, such fencing shall be planted on the exterior side with evergreen shrubs
minimum three feet in height (expected minimum height at maturity is six feet), six feet
on center at installation.
(D) Truck driving schools with outdoor maneuvering areas shall be allowed in the LI
districts only.
11.4-16 Utilities, above ground.
(A) Utility distribution lines, which deliver service to the end user from a substation fed
by a transmission line providing service to an area larger than the individual parcel or
project area, shall be installed underground, unless subsurface conditions make
underground installation not possible or practical.
(B) Facilities used for the operation of aboveground utilities shall, whenever possible, be
located on interior properties rather than on properties aligned with other lots that have
continuous street frontage.
(C) Areas around water towers, water and wastewater treatment facilities, substations,
and power plants shall be enclosed by a fence, not easily climbable, at least six feet in
height. The fence shall be planted, on the exterior side, with a semi- opaque vegetative
screen with expected height of at least six feet at maturity.
11.5

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE AND MEDICAL USES. RESERVED

11.6

RECREATIONAL USES.

11.6-1 Arenas.
(A) The facility shall have direct access to a major arterial.
(B) All facilities shall be located at least one hundred linear feet from any lot line and
three hundred linear feet from a residential district.
11.6-2 Golf course and driving range.
(A) Hours of operation of public or private golf courses and driving ranges will be no
earlier than 6:00 a.m. and no later than 11:00 p.m. for uses located in or abutting a
residential district.
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11.6-3 Recreation services, indoor and outdoor.
(A) Service areas will be separated by an opaque screen from the view from any street and
from abutting properties.
(B) Chain link and similar fencing materials, if used, shall be planted on the exterior side
with evergreen shrubs minimum three feet in height at maturity and six feet on center at
installation.
(C) Outdoor lighting associated with outdoor recreational facilities shall not shine directly
into yards of a residential use nor into the windows of a residential structure.
(D) Outdoor speaker systems shall not be permitted.
(E) Hours of operation shall be no earlier than 6:00 a.m. and no later than 11:00p.m.
11.6-4 Recreational vehicle park.
(A) Density. The maximum density of any recreational park shall be 15 recreational
vehicle spaces per acre.
(B) Park Size. The minimum contiguous area of any recreational vehicle park shall be
five acres.
(C) Site Area. The minimum area devoted to each recreational vehicle space shall be 1,500
square feet.
(D) Vegetative Buffer. A 20-foot wide vegetative buffer composed primarily of evergreen
trees to shield the park and/or campground from view shall be required on the perimeter
of a recreational vehicle park and campground including adjacent to any public rightsof-way.
(E) Setbacks. All recreational vehicle spaces shall be located a minimum of 50 feet from
all adjacent property lines and public rights-of-way.
(F) Access. Recreational vehicle parks shall have direct access to a major or minor
thoroughfare. Recreational vehicle spaces shall only have direct access to an internal
private street which accesses a public street. No recreational vehicle space shall have
direct vehicular access to a public street.
(G) Floodplains. No recreational vehicle sites shall be located in the floodplain.
(H) Landscaping. Each recreational vehicle space shall have a planting area containing at
least one deciduous or evergreen tree with a minimum height of eight feet and a diameter
of two inches measured six feet above ground level at the time of installation. Each
planting area shall be a minimum of 150 feet with a minimum radius of seven feet. The
use of existing trees when possible to meet these landscaping requirements is
encouraged.
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(I) Sanitary Facilities, Sewage and Garbage Disposal. Adequate sanitary facilities,
sewage and garbage disposal shall be provided and shall conform with to all applicable
codes.
(J) Length of Stay. No recreational vehicle shall be used as a permanent place of residence.
Occupancy extending beyond three months in any 12 month period shall be presumed to
be permanent occupancy and is prohibited in a recreational vehicle park.
(K) Accessory Uses. Management offices, recreational facilities, toilets, showers,
dumping stations, coin-operated laundry facilities, and other uses and structures
incidental to the operation of a recreational vehicle park are permitted as accessory uses
to the park. In addition, other uses may be permitted as accessory uses in the district
where such uses are not allowed as principal uses, subject to the following restrictions:
(1) Size. Such establishments and the parking areas related to their operations
shall not occupy more than five percent of the gross area of the park.
(2) Clientele. Such establishments shall be restricted in their use to the occupants
of the park.
(3) Visibility. Such establishments shall present no visible evidence from any street
outside the park of a commercial nature which would attract customers other than
occupants of the park.
(4) Access. Such establishments shall not be directly accessible from any public
street, but shall be accessible only from a street within the park.
(5) Manufactured Homes. No manufactured home may be parked or stored in a
recreational vehicle park, except that one manufactured home may be located
within the park for the exclusive use as the principal dwelling unit for the park
manager or operator.
11.6-5 Swimming Pool (Private).
(A) Private swimming pools are permitted as accessory uses in designated zoning
districts.
(B) Outdoor, underground swimming pools shall be enclosed by a fence or equal enclosure
not less than four feet in height. All gates or doors shall have self-closing and self-latching
devices. However, this fencing requirement is not applicable in cases where the owner's
lot or premises is completely enclosed by a fence.
(C) Pools, not including paved areas around the pool perimeter, shall maintain a setback
of 5 feet from any property line.
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(D) Seasonal, temporary, inflatable pools are exempt from these requirements.
(E) Permanent, above-ground pools must be fully screened with opaque fencing from
view of the street and/or abutting properties and must meet setbacks as stated in (C)
above.
11.6-6 Swimming Pool (Public).
(A) No construction at the pool site, including, without limiting the foregoing, paved
parking areas and aprons or other paved areas adjacent to the pool, shall be closer to any
adjoining property owner or to any adjacent street than ten feet,
(B) Each such The pool shall be constructed in compliance with all lawful requirements
imposed by the Town, the state or any other appropriate governmental agency relating to
the establishment and maintenance of watersheds and relating to the control of pollution
and sedimentation,
(C) Each such The pool shall be served by the Town water and sewer system,
(D) Each such The pool site shall have a buffer consisting of natural growth as listed in
the table of permitted uses. In addition, the pool must be surrounded by a fence at least
four feet in height.
(E) Each such The pool shall cease all operations no later than 10:00 p.m. on any night,
(F) No commercial sales of any type shall be allowed at the pool site,
(G) The bylaws or other governing document for the operation of the pool site shall
provide that the pool will be operated at all times without liability or responsibility upon
the Town and that, in the event of the cessation of operation of the pool, the Town shall
have no obligation regarding the continued maintenance or operation of the same,
(H) The plans for all pool sites shall be submitted to the Town Planning Board for
approval prior to construction, and all such sites shall be subject to the approval of the
Planning Board, consistent with the requirements of this subsection.
11.7
RESIDENTIAL USES.
11.7-1 Accessory dwelling unit-attached, detached
An accessory dwelling may be attached, within, or separate from the principal
dwelling.
(A) Only one accessory dwelling is allowed per residential lot of record in conjunction
with the principal structure.
(B) The property shall retain a single family appearance from the street.
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(C) Mobile and certified modular homes cannot serve to meet the requirements of this
use.
(D) The accessory dwelling cannot have a separate water and power meter. The structure
must be connected to the same power and water system as the principal structure.
(E) The accessory dwelling must meet the setback requirements of the underlying zone
and be ten feet from any other structures.
(F) The owner of the property must occupy either the principal or the accessory dwelling.
(F)A detached accessory dwelling shall be housed in a building not exceeding six
hundred fifty square feet of first floor area (maximum footprint) and shall not exceed one
story; the structure may be a dwelling only or may combine a dwelling with a garage,
workshop, studio, or similar accessory use not to exceed two stories including the
accessory use.
(G) The accessory dwelling shall not be served by a driveway separate from that serving
the principal dwelling unless the accessory dwelling is accessed from a rear alley and the
principal dwelling is accessed from a street.
(H) A detached accessory dwelling shall be located in the rear yard.
(K) The principal use of the lot shall be residential and the principal structure on the lot
shall be a residential building (single family, duplex, multi-family, or townhouse).
(L) In NB and CBD districts, the accessory dwelling unit cannot be street or ground level.
The ground level is determined where the primary front façade of the building is facing
the street or right-of-way.
(M) In R10 districts, lots must have an additional 5,000 sq. ft. of lot area in addition to
the minimum 10,000 sq. ft. required for a detached accessory dwelling unit.
11.7-2 Boarding or rooming house for up to 2 boarders
(A) The house shall be the permanent residence of the owner of the establishment.
(A) In any residential zoning district, no more than two off-street parking spaces shall be
provided in the front yard.
(B) Off-street parking in the side and rear yards shall be screened in accordance with
parking lot landscaping and screening requirements. Parking shall be placed on the lot
in a manner designed to have the least physical impact on adjoining residential uses.
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11.7-3 Cluster subdivisions
(A) All lots within the development shall be accessed solely by interior streets, except
that lots used for permitted non-residential uses may have driveway access to adjacent
streets if approved by the Town.
(B) No non-residential use in the development shall be permitted within one hundred fifty
feet of the perimeter of the development site unless the adjacent zoning district permits
such use.
(C) The overall density of the cluster subdivision shall not exceed that of a un- clustered
subdivision. Land “saved” remaining undeveloped as a result of by clustering shall be
dedicated for open space either to the Town of North Wilkesboro, an approved
homeowners’ association, or a non-profit entity, after obtaining consent.
11.7-4 Dormitory.
(A) In any residential zoning district, no more than two off-street parking spaces shall be
provided in the front yard.
(B) Off-street parking in the side and rear yards shall be screened in accordance with
parking lot landscaping and screening requirements. Parking shall be placed on the lot
in a manner designed to have the least physical impact on adjoining residential uses.
11.7-5 Manufactured home, Class A or Class B.
(A) All homes shall be oriented to ensure that the longer side is parallel, or as close as
possible, to the centerline of the public roadway, unless otherwise approved by the Zoning
Administrator.
(B) All homes shall have their entire perimeter enclosed from the ground to the bottom
of the structure with material manufactured for this purpose in accordance with standards
set by the State of North Carolina regulations for manufactured/mobile homes. Examples
of commonly recognized building materials suitable for use as underpinning shall
include, but not be limited to, the following list: brick masonry, concrete block masonry;
natural or synthetic stone masonry; or vinyl. Assemblies, products and materials
manufactured expressly for the purpose of underpinning shall be installed in accordance
with the manufacturer’s specifications.
(C) The towing tongue shall be removed, under skirted or screened with shrubbery. Such
shrubbery shall be of a height to ensure a total visual barrier of the towing apparatus, and
maintained continuously.
11.7-6 Manufactured home, temporary
(A) Temporary manufactured homes shall only be permitted for reasons of personal
hardship defined as:
(1) A short-term medical emergency within the immediate family.
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(2) Cases of fire or destruction of a primary residence requiring temporary relocation.
(B) Homes shall be permitted for a period not to exceed twelve months.
(C) All homes shall be placed on the lot in harmony with existing site-built structures.
(D) All homes shall have their entire perimeter enclosed from the ground to the bottom
of the structure with material manufactured for this purpose in accordance with standards
set by the State of North Carolina regulations for manufactured/mobile homes. Examples
of commonly recognized building materials suitable for use as underpinning shall
include, but not be limited to, the following list: brick masonry, concrete block masonry;
natural or synthetic stone masonry; or vinyl. Assemblies, products and materials
manufactured expressly for the purpose of underpinning shall be installed in accordance
with the manufacturer’s specifications.
(E) The towing tongue shall be removed, under skirted or screened with shrubbery. Such
shrubbery shall be of a height to insure a total visual barrier of the towing apparatus, and
maintained continuously.
(F) The home shall be placed in a side or yrear yard only but shall not be located in a side
yard that abuts a public street. The home shall meet all setbacks for accessory structures
in the district where located.
11.7-7 Manufactured home park.
(A) In General Ownership and Management.
(1) All parks must be under unified development control and ownership.
(2) All parks containing over 20 homes shall provide a resident manager or
contracted management company who can be reached during normal business hours.
(B) Minimum Park Area. Manufactured home parks shall:
(1) be located on a minimum two-acre tract (with a minimum of three manufactured
home spaces at first occupancy) and shall not exceed four homes per gross acre.
(2) specifically designate a passive recreational area equaling at least two hundred
square feet per home space in parks containing ten or more home spaces.
(C) Minimum Home Spacing. A manufactured home shall be sited so that:
(1) it is located at least twenty feet from adjacent homes; and
(2) a minimum ten-foot setback from all interior roads is maintained.
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(3) home spaces shall be properly staked.
(D) Signs and Markers.
(1) Each manufactured home park shall have located at its entrance, perpendicular
to the public road, a permanent non-lighted sign not to exceed sixteen square feet and not
less than twelve square feet, indicating the park name in a minimum of six-inch letters
on both sides of the sign.
(2) Each proposed home space in a manufactured home park shall be clearly marked
by a permanent home space number sign or marker. The home space number shall be of a
size (numbers shall be at least three inches high), reflectivity and color, and in a location
which is readily identifiable by emergency personnel and inspectors. All home space
numbers shall be consistent within a park and must be approved by the Town.
(E) Design Standards for Sites and Homes.
(1) All homes shall have their entire perimeter enclosed from the ground to the
bottom of the structure with material manufactured for this purpose in accordance with
standards set by the State of North Carolina regulations for manufactured/mobile homes.
Examples of commonly recognized building materials suitable for use as underpinning
shall include, but not be limited to, the following list: brick masonry; concrete block
masonry; natural or synthetic stone masonry; or vinyl. Assemblies, products and
materials manufactured expressly for the purpose of underpinning shall be installed in
accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications.
(2) The towing tongue shall be removed, under skirted, or screened with shrubbery.
Such shrubbery shall be of a height to iensure a total visual barrier of the towing apparatus,
and maintained continuously.
(F) Utilities and Roadways.
(1) The site proposed shall have an accessible, adequate, safe and potable supply of
water capable of furnishing a minimum of six gallons per minute at a minimum pressure
of twenty pounds per square inch per mobile home space. Where a public supply of water
of such quality is available, connection shall be made thereto and its supply shall be used
exclusively. The development of an independent water supply to serve the mobile home
park shall be made only after express approval has been granted by the Wilkes County
Health Department. county health officer.
(2) All water piping shall be constructed and maintained in accordance with state and
local laws; the water piping system shall not be connected with non-potable or
questionable water supplies, nor subject to the hazards of back-flow or back-siphonage.
(3) Individual water service connections shall be provided for direct use at each
mobile home space and shall be so constructed that they will not be damaged by the
parking of mobile homes.
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(4) Where an individual water system is used to serve the mobile home park, with
water obtained from wells, such system shall have been approved by the county health
officer and shall have been drilled or driven. Springs or other sources of supply shall not
be used, except after approval by the Wilkes County Health Department. county health
officer.
(5) Every well shall be located and constructed in such a manner that neither
underground nor surface contamination will reach the water supply from any source. A
minimum distance of one hundred feet shall be maintained between the water supply and
any sewage disposal facility.
(6) The site proposed shall provide sewage disposal which shall comply with state
and local plumbing laws and regulations.
(7) Each mobile home space shall be provided with at least a four inch sewer
connection. The sewer connection shall be provided with suitable fittings, so that a
watertight connection can be made between the mobile home drain and the sewer
connection. Such individual mobile home connections shall be so constructed that they
can be closed when not linked to a mobile home.
(8) Sewer lines shall be constructed in accordance with recommendations and
standards of the public works department. All sewer lines shall be adequately vented and
shall be laid with sufficient earth cover to prevent breakage from traffic.
(9) Where the sewer lines of the mobile home park are not connected to a public
sewer, a sewage-treatment plant or septic tank and field system approved by the Wilkes
County Health Department. county health officer. shall be provided. The effluent of a
sewage treatment plant shall not be discharged into any waters of the state, except with
prior approval of the appropriate state authority and the Wilkes County Health
Department. county health officer.
(10) The disposal plant shall be located where it will not create a nuisance or health
hazard to the mobile home park or to the owner or occupants of any properties in the
vicinity. The approval of the Wilkes County Health Department. county health officer.
shall be obtained on the type of treatment proposed and on the design of the disposal
plant prior to construction.
(11) All roadways intended for public dedication and acceptance must be built to
standards specified in the Town’s Subdivision Ordinance.
(12) All private roadways in the park must be at least 24 feet wide. In addition, all
private drives must be kept in good condition; free of potholes, ruts, and other driving
hazards.
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(13) All utilities must be underground.
(G) Refuse and Garbage.
1) The site proposed shall provide racks or holders for all refuse containers.
Racks or holders shall be so designed as to prevent containers from being tipped,
to minimize spillage and container deterioration and to facilitate cleaning around
them. There shall be one rack or holder to each mobile home space of a sufficient
size to accommodate a refuse container of thirty two gallon maximum capacity.
The developer should provide for garbage pick-up at least once a week.
2) All common dumpsters must be screened from view with vegetation or
appropriate fencing.
11.7-8 Manufactured home subdivision.
(A) All lots shall be arranged and all homes oriented to ensure that the longer side is
parallel, or as close as possible to the centerline of the public roadway, unless otherwise
approved by the Zoning Administrator.
(B) Only Class A manufactured homes are permitted in manufactured home subdivisions.
11.7-9 Residential building, duplex.
Duplexes are permitted on corner or through lots in R20 and R6 districts according to the
following standards:
(A) The entrances to each unit may face different streets.
(B) The dwelling shall meet the minimum front yard setback from both streets upon
which a unit faces.
(C) The lot shall have at least one and one-half times the minimum lot area, if any, for
the district in which it is located.
(D) Structures originally constructed as single-family homes may not be converted to
duplex dwellings.
11.7-10 Residential building, multi-family; townhouse
(A) Standards for multi-family and townhouse developments in all districts.
(1) Primary access to the development site shall be from a state or Town- maintained
street. The developer may be required to provide turn lanes and other off-site
transportation improvements to ensure safe and adequate access.
(2) When located within one hundred feet of a parcel zoned R20, R10, or R6 but not
MF- CD, the design and appearance of multi-family dwellings must have similar
massing, height, roof pitch, and architectural features; including front porches;
cornice lines; horizontal lines of windows; and architectural embellishments such as
shutters, dormers, belvederes, chimneys, etc., to create to
the maximum extent practicable the appearance of single-family dwellings.
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(3) On small infill development sites in the R20, R10, and R6 districts, multi-family
buildings shall be designed to blend in with surrounding single-family residential
buildings to the maximum extent practicable with regards to building design, setbacks,
driveway and garage design and location, porches, and sidewalks.
(4) Site designs shall create a sense of “neighborhood” which includes:
a) An internal vehicular circulation system reflective of a single- family
residential street system shall be used, as opposed to looped systems, whenever
practicable, whenever the proposed development includes private streets or
drives.
b)Buildings shall be sited with front entrances and porches oriented toward
streets, drives, and plazas, rather than clustered around parking lots.
c) Parking lots shall be located behind buildings or screened from view from
internal streets, except where it is deemed appropriate to use a parking lot as a
buffer from an arterial street or where such parking area will directly abut a
property line exterior to the development site when located in the R20, R10 or R6
districts.
d) Walkways shall connect all buildings with parking areas, play areas,
clubhouses, and existing public sidewalks adjacent to the development site.
e) Plazas, clubhouses, pools, and recreational facilities shall be centrally located,
when provided.
(5) Building designs that create variety and do not look monotonous if replicated
throughout the development shall be required. Such designs shall include the
following:
a) Side and rear building elevations, garages, carports, and all accessory structures
shall have the same level of design, aesthetic quality, and architectural detailing.
b) Porches, varied rooflines, and varied façade depths shall be provided to create
variety and individuality of each dwelling within the building.
c) Windows and projecting wall surfaces shall be used to breakup larger wall
surfaces, establish visual interest and provide visibility of the street and other
public spaces, thus encouraging social interaction.
d) Protective entry courts, common vestibules, covered breezeways, or enclosed
stair halls shall be used to reduce the number of visible doors, unless designed in
a row house or townhouse manner oriented toward the street.
e) Garages shall be designed to be integrated with the building design, or sited so
as to avoid long monotonous rows of garage doors and building walls. Garages
shall be oriented so that they do not visually dominate the building façade or the
streetscape.
(B) Standards for multi-family and townhouse developments located within the MF-CD
district.
(1) Open space shall account for a minimum of twenty-five percent of the total land
area of the development site. (Note: Watershed regulations may require more
pervious coverage.) For the purpose of this article, open space may include wooded
areas, yards, playgrounds, and other active recreation space.
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(2) Private active recreation space shall be provided for all complexes containing more
than twenty dwelling units at the rate of one hundred square feet per dwelling unit.
Such space may also count towards the unobstructed open space requirements
outlined in Section (B) (1) above. (C) below. Recreation space shall be designed to
reduce any impact of night lighting or noise on nearby dwelling units located on or
adjacent to the site. Said areas shall be developed and maintained in a neat and orderly
condition in order to provide a safe, healthful, and attractive living environment.
Common recreational areas shall be easily accessible by pedestrian walkways so they
can be conveniently and safely reached and used. Furthermore, common recreational
areas shall be constructed on substantially flat (no more than five percent grade) land
which is well drained and otherwise capable of serving the purposes intended. No
streets, access easements, rights-of-way, parking areas, or required buffer shall be
used or counted towards the required recreational space.
(C) Standards for duplex and townhouse developments located within the R20 and R6
districts.
(1) All buildings shall be constructed to mimic single family or duplex residential
dwellings in design, materials, and orientation to the street to the maximum extent
practicable.
(2) No more than four units per building shall be permitted.
(3) The entrances to each unit in the building may face different streets.
(4) The building shall meet the minimum front yard setback from each street upon
which a unit faces and shall meet all other applicable setbacks for the district in which
it is located.
(5) The lot shall have at least one and one-half times the minimum lot area, if any,
for the district.
(6) Any front or side yard off street parking shall be designed in scale and appearance
to mimic parking for single family or duplex residential dwellings.
(7) Common parking facilities shall be screened from the property line exterior to the
development site and shall not be visible to adjacent single-family parcels. Such
parking facilities shall not be designed for more than twelve parking spaces and shall
not be closer than one hundred feet to another such parking facility.
11.7-11 Single-Family Residential in Highway Business Zoning
(A) Single-Family Residential (SFR) shall be allowed in Highway Business (HB) zoning
under the following circumstances:
(1) The property has an existing residential structure which will be reoccupied and
complies with North Carolina State Building Code; OR,
(2) New SFR construction is permitted on HB lots along Sparta Road (NC18) provided that the property is not at the intersection of an arterial road and a
connector road and is not directly adjacent to commercial use on either side of the
property.
(3) Manufactured Homes (HUD Standards) are not allowed in HB zoning. [Added
9-8-15].
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11.7-12 Ground Floor Residential
(A) Ground-Floor Residential shall be allowed in Central Business District zoning with
a Special Provisional Use Permit under the following circumstances:
(1) The building footprint must be larger than 4,500 square feet.
(2) The ground floor of the building must be raised at least one floor above the alley.
(3) Residential use may not take more than 40% of the ground floor area and must be
the farthest use from the primary street frontage in a building.
(4) Residential units must be a minimum of 800 square feet.
(5) Retail and Restaurant, without drive-through service, may be the only ground
floor non-residential land use in the building.
(6) No residential use may be is allowed in any basement units.
(7) No entrance from residential use to commercial use is allowed.
(8) No entrance, other than a side hallway along the property line mirroring existing
CBD facades, is allowed from residential units to the street front. [Added 12-6-16].
11.8
SERVICE USES. 11.8-1 Cemetery.
(A) Tombstones, crypts, monuments and mausoleums must be located at least twenty-five
feet from any street right-of-way line or abutting property. Greater setbacks shall be
observed if otherwise required by the zoning district in which it is located. Gravesites
shall also be set back at least twenty feet from any side or rear lot lines in cemeteries (or
cemetery expansions).
(B) Sales of crypts shall be allowed as an accessory use on premises (for cemeteries as a
principal use only). No building in conjunction with such sales shall be located closer than
twenty feet from any side lot line abutting a residential district and forty feet from any such
rear lot line.
(C) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this article, a minimum of three acres shall
be needed for any cemetery being developed as a principal use.
11.8-2 Columbaria.
(A) Columbaria structures shall be permitted as part of a cemetery and shall meet the
conditions of use for a cemetery as defined in 11.8-1(A), (B), (C).
(B) Columbaria structures shall be permitted as accessory uses to a church (by definition)
and shall meet the following requirements:
(1) Columbaria structures shall not significantly change the exterior appearance of
the site visible from public rights-of-way and adjacent properties. Columbaria
structures shall be constructed with minimum impact to surrounding areas.
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(2) Columbaria structures or area of internment shall not constitute a significant portion
of the site.
(3) Columbaria structures shall meet the setbacks of the underlying zoning district.
(4) Columbaria structures shall not exceed five feet in height.
(5) A buffer shall be required to screen incompatible uses from one another. The
Planning Director will have the authority to waive this requirement.
11.9
MISCELLANEOUS USES. 11.9-1 Fairgrounds.
(A) Direct access to the site shall be provided by a major or minor arterial.
(B) For outdoor flea markets only, the lot shall be at least three hundred linear feet from
any lot located in a residential district.
11.9-2 Heliport.
(A) Non-emergency use (i.e., uses other than for public safety or medical purposes) of
private heliports between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00a.m. is prohibited.
(B) Landing pads for on-grade heliports shall be set back a minimum of one hundred feet
from any property line and four hundred feet from buildings used for residential
purposes, public or private schools, hospitals, or public parks. These distance
requirements may be reduced one foot for each one foot of the elevation above ground
level for elevated helistops.
(C) The helistop or heliport landing area shall be constructed of a material free of dust and
loose particles which may be blown about by the down blast of the helicopter rotor.
(D) Lighting is to be provided according to Federal Aviation Administration requirements
and is to be oriented as much as possible away from adjacent uses.
(E) An on-ground helistop shall be surrounded by a fence or other barrier which prohibits
access except at controlled access points. Adequate access for fire and other emergency
vehicles shall be provided to on-ground sites.
11.9-3 PODs or Temporary storage units
(A) PODs or Temporary storage units placed on sites for a period of time less than 7 days
shall not require a permit.
(B) A temporary permit may be issued by the Zoning Administrator allowing a temporary
storage units trailer to be placed on the property of a residence or business for the sole
purpose of storing household or business goods provided that:
(1) the residence or business is undergoing remodeling or moving to and/or from
another location;
(2) the temporary storage units trailer may not be used for living quarters;
(3) the portable temporary storage units are no larger than to 16 feet
in length, eight feet in width, and eight feet in height;
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(4) the site shall have no more than two temporary storage units; and
(5) the permit may not be issued for a period longer than three months 90 days but
may be extended by the written approval of the Planning Board if valid reasons are
given to merit such an extension.
11.9-4 Temporary Alternative Landscaping
(A) A temporary Zoning permit may be issued by the Zoning Administrator allowing
grazing by goats only to be placed on a property for up to (14) fourteen days per permit
cycle in all zoning districts. Only five (5) permits will be issued a year total on specified
property.
Conditions placed on temporary zoning use follow:
(B) All conditions will be required to obtain a temporary Zoning permit for temporary
alternative landscaping:
(1) electric fences must be labeled with safety precautions and cannot be within the right
of way, a site plan will be required at time of permitting
(2) applicant must provide written and signed permission with contact information from
all adjoining property owners
(3) no structures may be erected to house the goats
(4) permit will be restricted to extreme or invasive species vegetation removal
(5) upon expiration of the permit all electric fencing must be removed; and
(6) the permit will not be extended unless extreme circumstances occur and written
approval of the Planning Board if valid reasons are given to merit such an extension.

**(LAST AMENDED 9-8-17)**
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160 D Schedule for Planning Board
Chapter 1: General Provisions (February 11th)
Chapter 2: Administration (February 11th)
Chapter 5: Buildings (February 11th)
Chapter 16: Subdivisions (March 11th)
Chapter 19: Zoning Ordinance- PB has approved it; including public hearing
Wireless Communication Ordinance (Standalone Ordinance) (March 11th)
Public Hearings:
March 11th: Chapters 1, 2, & 5
April 8th: Chapter 16 & Wireless Communications

160 D Schedule for Board of Commissioners
Chapter 1: General Provisions (March 25th work session)-call for public hearing on April 6th for May 4th
Chapter 2: Administration (March 25th work session) - call for public hearing on April 6th for May 4th
Chapter 5: Buildings (March 25th work session) -call for public hearing on April 6th for May 4th
Chapter 16: Subdivisions (April 22nd work session)-call for public hearing on May 4th for May 27th or June
8th
Chapter 19: Zoning Ordinance- (February 2nd, 25th & March 25th) - call for public hearing on April 6th for
May 4th
Wireless Communication Ordinance (Standalone Ordinance) (April 22nd work session) call for public
hearing on May 4th to be on May 27th or June 8th
Public Hearing Schedules:
May 4th: Public Hearing for Chapters 1, 2, 5, & 19 (ZO); Call for a public hearing on Chapter 16 & Wireless
Ordinance
May 27th or June 8th: Public Hearing on Chapters 16 & Wireless Communication Ordinance
June 24th is the last potential date for public hearing, all ordinances must be effective July 1, 2021

