TOWN OF
NORTH WILKESBORO
Agenda

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, April 6, 2021
5:30 p.m.
North Wilkesboro Police Department Training Room
801 Main St.
Zoom online platform:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86420364532
And YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7NdWfFjwMjbLuarfqHDemg
“Any individual with a disability who needs an interpreter or other auxiliary aids, please contact Debbie
Pearson at 336-667-7129 ext. 3001 or email at townclerk@north-wilkesboro.com. Please make this
request 48 hours in advance of the scheduled meeting.”

Town of North Wilkesboro Board of Commissioners
Regular Meeting
April 6, 2021 – 5:30 PM
North Wilkesboro Police Department Training Room
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.

Call to Order
Invocation
Pledge of Allegiance
Additions/Deletions to agenda
Approval of Agenda (action)

VI.
Awards and Recognitions
Swearing in of new North Wilkesboro Police Officers Donald Caudle and Bryan Baity
VII.
Public Comments
Mayor will acknowledge no more than 5 speakers. Speakers have five-minute limit.
VIII. Consent (action)
All consent items may be approved in one motion. Items requiring further discussion will be pulled
and voted upon separately.
A.) Approval of Meeting Minutes (action) – Debbie Pearson
B.) Budget Amendments (action) – Connie Bauguess
C.) Accept Elevated Storage Tank Funding Offer (action) – Wilson Hooper
IX.
Town Manager’s/Attorney’s Report
Town Manager’s and Town Attorney’s Reports as needed
X.

Business
D.) Donation of Surplus Generator (action) – Dale Shumate
E.) 9th St./C St. Milling/Paving Budget Amendment (action) – Wilson Hooper/Dale Shumate
F.) Smoot Park Splash Pad (action) – Wilson Hooper

XI.

Policy
G.) Zoning Ordinance and Town Code Update for 160D Public Hearing (action) – Meredith
Detsch

XII.
Mayor and Commissioner Topics
Board members may bring up topics not listed on the agenda for discussion or staff follow up
XIII.

Closed Session (if necessary)

XIV.

Adjourn

A. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES (ACTION)
Approve minutes of recent North Wilkesboro Board of Commissioners Meetings:
• February 25/26, 2021 Work Session Minutes
• February 25, 2021 Closed Session Minutes
• March 2, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes
• March 25, 2021 Work Session Minutes

STAFF RESOURCE: Debbie Pearson, Town Clerk
FUNDING SOURCES: N/A
ATTACHMENTS:
1.)
2.)
3.)
4.)

February 25/26, 2021 Work Session Minutes
February 25, 2021 Closed Session Minutes (distributed separately in Commissioners’ packets)
March 2, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes
March 25, 2021 Work Session Minutes

NORTH WILKESBORO BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS
Work Session Held via ZOOM
Thursday, February 25, 2020
5:30 p.m.
RECONVENED Friday, February 26, 2021
6:00 p.m.
Members present: Mayor Robert Johnson, Commissioner Angela Day, Commissioner Debbie Ferguson,
Commissioner Michael Parsons, Mayor Pro-tem Andrew Palmer, Commissioner Bert Hall.
Staff present: Town Manager Wilson Hooper, Clerk Debra Pearson, Town Attorney
Daniel Johnson, Town Planner Meredith Detsch, NW Police Captain Charles Thornburg.
•
•
•

Call to Order- Mayor Robert Johnson
Invocation- Mayor Robert Johnson
Pledge of Allegiance- NW Police Captain Charles Thornburg

IV. Additions/Deletions to the Agenda- There was one deletion and one addition to the agenda. The
deletion is the tabling of A.) Peace Street Sign (action) due to Mr. Chris Nichols being unable to attend the
meeting. This item will be heard at the March 2, 2021 meeting. The addition to the agenda is numbered
C1.) To recuse Commissioner Michael Parsons from the vote on two Public Hearing Items- B.)
Heavy Truck Ordinance and C.) Lodge Text Amendment. because of his inability to attend the
Friday night meeting. These items will be heard at the February 25, 2021 meeting with the meeting
to be reconvened Friday, February 26, 2021 for the Commissioners to vote on..
V. Approval of the Agenda- Motion to approve the amended agenda was made by Commissioner
Parsons, and seconded by Commissioner Hall. Motion unanimously carries by individual roll call vote
of Commissioners.
VI. Action Items
A.) Peace Street Sign – Synergy Recovery
B.) Heavy Truck Ordinance Public Hearing
C.) “Lodge” Text Amendment Public Hearing
D.) Chief of Police Profile and Job Description
A.) Peace Street Sign- Item is tabled until March 2, 2021
B.) Heavy Truck Ordinance- At 5:45 Mayor Johnson open the floor for a Public Hearing on the
HeavyTruck Ordinance. Mayor noted that two citizens had signed up to speak on the subject. One citizen, Mr.
Chris McBurney, unable to attend via ZOOM, sent in a letter on the subject and one citizen was in attendance to
speak to the Board in person, Ms. Caprice Cheek thanked the Board and the North Wilkesboro Police Department
for their support in the matter. Signs will be posted on the streets where the heavy trucks are currently traveling
prohibiting such vehicles. Interim Chief of Police Rob Thornburg was asked how his staff would handle offenders.
He replied that first offenses would be handled with educating the offender and then any offender or repeat offenses
will be handled with citations by the next month of having placed the signs. At 6:15 p.m. Mayor Johnson asked
for a motion to recess the hearing until 6 p.m. Friday, February 26, 2021. Motion was made by commissioner
Parsons and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson. Motion unanimously carries by individual roll call. *See
Heavy Truck Ordinance, Appendix A and B attachment.

At 6:00 p.m. Friday, February 26, 2021, Mayor Johnson called for the Public Hearing regarding
Heavy Truck Ordinance to reconvene. Motion to reconvene was made by commissioner Ferguson and
seconded by Commissioner Palmer. Mayor Johnson asked if there were any further comments from citizens or
the Board regarding the Heavy Truck Ordinance. Citizen Caprice Cheek asked if the Class could be lowered even
more than Class 6. It is the consensus of the Board that the prohibited weight for trucks stay at Class 6. This Class 6
is lower than some adjoining towns. Mayor Johnson reminded the Board that if this needed to change in the future,
they could look at it, but for now Class 6 seemed to be the right decision in his opinion. Motion to approve the
Heavy Truck Ordinance was made by Commissioner Palmer with Commissioner Day seconding the motion.
Motion unanimously carries by individual roll call with the exception of Commissioner Michael Parsons’
vote as he was recused from the meeting.
C.) “Lodge Text Amendment- At 6:30 Mayor Johnson opened the floor for a Public Hearing to
discuss a Lodge for Samaritan’s Purse employees on its campus on Hwy. 268 East. The board is being asked
to approve Text Amendments to add “Lodge” to the Table of Uses Article VI, Zoning Districts, 6.7 Table of Uses,
and add the definition of “Lodge” to Article V Rules of Construction, Interpretations and Definitions, 5.3
Definitions. There were five citizens that wished to comment on the Lodge Text Amendment. Those citizens were
Commissioner Eddie Settle, Mr. Tony Lyall, Mr. Jonathan Swift, Mr. Brian Rossi and Mr. Michael Cooper. All
spoke favorably of Samaritan’s Purse for choosing Wilkes as a base for their organization, and commented that
Samaritan’s Purse “was ashot in the arm” for the town, valuable as an organization, and for the people they bring
into the town. At 6:45 Mayor Johnson called for a motion to recess the hearing until 6 p.m. Friday,
February 26, 2021. Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Day.
Motion unanimously carries by individual roll call. *See C. Text Amendment and Table of Uses.
At 6:20 p.m. Friday February 26, 2021 Mayor Johnson called for the Public Hearing regarding “Lodge”
Text Amendment to reconvene. Motion to reconvene was made by commissioner Ferguson and seconded by
Commissioner Hall. Mayor Johnson asked if there were any further comments from citizens or the Board regarding
the “Lodge” Text Amendment. After several favorable remarks having been made the day prior, it is the consensus of
the Board to approve this text amendment. As required this language, Must be included with motion:
-The proposed amendment to the zoning ordinance, in regards to Lodge IS or is not consistentwith any
comprehensive plan, small area plan or elements thereof and, The impact to the adjacent property owners and the
surrounding community IS or is not reasonable, and the benefits of the ordinance amendment outweigh any
potential inconvenienceor harm to the community. Motion to approve the “Lodge” Text Amendment was made
by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Day. Motion unanimously carries by individual
roll call with the exception of Commissioner Parsons, who was recused from the meeting.
C.1.) Recuse of Commissioner Michael Parsons- Due to Commissioner Parsons not being able to attend
the meeting to reconvene Friday night February 26, 2021, Mayor Johnson asked for a motion to recuse
Commissioner Parsons. Motion was made by Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner
Palmer. Motion unanimously carries by individual roll call.
D.) Chief of Police Profile and Job Description- Town Manager Hooper has created a timeline for Police
Chief recruitment. This is a job description and position profile to be advertised from the end of February through
early April, 2021. Commissioners have been asked to review the job description and job profile and make any
suggestions or changes they see fit. One addition to the needed as pointed out by Manager Hooper is the Equal
Opportunity Statement. That will be affixed to both documents. Commissioner Palmer asked to add something
about traffic control to the job description. Commissioner Ferguson thanked Town Manager Hooper for including
comments from current officers in the study leading to the creation of the documents. and Commissioner Palmer
stated he was impressed by the documents. Manager Hooper will add these items and bring it back to the Board for
approval.
VII. Work Items-

E.) Retreat Planning Update – Wilson Hooper
F.) Zoning Ordinance Update for 160D Project – Meredith Detsch
G.) Marketplace Mural Update – Wilson Hooper
H.) Closed Session – Lee Ann Nixon
E. Retreat Planning Update- Town Manager Hooper has presented the Board with a proposed
agenda for the Commissioner’s Retreat being held Friday, March 5, 2021 from 9a.m. until 5 p.m. at the
Stone Center for the Performing Arts in North Wilkesboro. The retreat facilitator will be Dr. Jim Street from
Ridgeline Leadership in Boone, NC. Dr. Street is a certified leadership coach and longtime faculty member
at ASU. On March 2, 2021 after the regular board meeting, Town Manager Hooper will introduce Dr. Street
to the Commissioners. There will also be an agenda review and an exercise in Identifying Values.
Commissioner Parsons requested consideration of having the next work session which will be March 25,
2021 in person at the Stone Center. Commissioner Ferguson agrees with Commissioner Parsons as does
Commissioner Day.
F. Zoning Ordinance Update for 160D Project- Planning Director Meredith Detsch has been
working on updating the Town’s zoning codes and town codes. With the help of Phil Trew and Kelly
Coffey (HCCOG), and review from the Planning Board, Meredith has updated the zoning ordinance to
make sure language aligns with the language of NCGS 160D. Commissioners have been asked to review the
red-lined copy of the proposed ordinance distributed several months ago. Any changes the board desires to
be made are to be sent to Planner Detsch and will be discussed at an upcoming meeting. Municipalities must
have their zoning ordinance and town codes updated by July 1, 2021.

G. Marketplace Mural Update- Ashley Barton with Wilkes Art Galley joined the meeting to
discuss possible artists and artwork to be chosen for the Yadkin Valley Marketplace mural. Two
artist’s concepts have been considered. Raney Rogers and Logan Hall both have submitted mural art
design ideas and quotes to be considered by the board. The consensus of the board is to decide on a
concept and then work on ideas as to gathering funds for the project. The Board favors the work of
former Wilkes County native, now Asheville based artist, Logan Hall. His work would include
having a professional mural painting company like Buckhead Designs complete the painting of the
design. This project would cost between $36,000.00 and $65,000.00. Funding for the project may
include fundraising and/or contribution of Town funds. Commissioner Parsons asked to make a
motion to approve the design and the artist Logan Hall for the mural concept with Buckhead
Designs painting the concept. Commissioner Hall seconds this motion. Motion unanimously
carries by individual roll call. *See Mural Concept attachment.

Closed Session- At 7:42 during a virtual meeting via ZOOM Mayor Johnson announced the
Board of Commissioners would go in to closed session, Motion to go into closed session was
made by Commissioner Parsons and seconded by Commissioner Palmer. Mayor called for a 5minute break before the session began. At 7:47 the closed session meeting began to discuss matter
relating to GS 143-318.11 (a)(4) the location or expansion of industries of other businesses in the
area served by the public body, including agreement on a tentative list of economic development
incentive that may be offered by the public body in negotiations. At 8:15 Mayor Johnson called
for a motion to come out of closed session. With no action being taken, that motion was made
by Commissioner Hall and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson. Motion unanimously carries
by individual roll call.
*At 8:20 p.m., February 25, 2021, with no other items or concerns to be discussed Mayor
Johnson called for a recess until 6:00 p.m. Friday, February 26, 2021

With no other items or concerns to be discussed, Mayor Johnson called for a motion to
adjourn at 6:20 p.m. Motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Palmer and seconded
by Commissioner Day. Motion unanimously carries. The meeting was adjourned at that
time.

Debra W. Pearson, CLERK

APPROVED

Robert L. Johnson, Mayor

HEAVY TRUCKS ORDINANCE BRIEFING SHEET
Concept – an update to Chapter 11 of the town code prohibiting tractor-trailers or other heavy trucks
from using certain town streets without a permit. The streets known as “the grid” are the heart of the
town’s residential neighborhoods, yet they appear to be used as cut-throughs by commercial traffic. The
heavy trucks impinge on the residents’ quiet enjoyment of their homes. The trucks have also been
observed running stop signs and exceeding the posted speed limit, thereby creating a safety hazard.
Legal requirements – NCGS 160A-300 reads “A city may by ordinance prohibit, regulate, divert, control,
and limit pedestrian or vehicular traffic upon the public streets, sidewalks, alleys, and bridges of the
city.”
Policy choices – whether to have a heavy trucks ordinance; what weight/classification of vehicles are
restricted; what streets to apply the ordinance to OR whether to designate a single truck route for thru
trucks; how diligently we’re going to enforce the ordinance;
Public input requirements – public hearing required before passage; all other outreach is voluntary.
Other info – NCDOT has indicated willingness to allow the town to install a 30”x30” “No Trucks” sign as
depicted below somewhere in the area designated in red in the map below.

Other notables –
Fines collected from enforcement of this ordinance are sent, by law, to Wilkes County public
schools
The fine for the ordinance violation would be $50, but with court cost the final cost would be
around $300
Appendices –
Appendix A – Proposed ordinance language
Appendix B – Vehicle types by gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR)
Proposal – Town staff recommend the following
1.) Agree to NCDOT’s offer to allow the town to erect a sign on 2nd St. near Finley Ave.
2.) Adopt the ordinance language in Appendix A
3.) Erect additional signs at visible “grid” intersections Hinshaw/Elizabeth, Hinshaw/Franklin,
D/10th, D/9th, D/8th, D/6th, L/3rd, N/2nd*, M/2nd*, L/2nd*
4.) Recruit partners such as NCDOT, NWPD, Sherriff’s Office, Chamber of Commerce, Wilkes
EDC to send information to their contacts about the new ordinance.
5.) Staff will attempt to notify digital mapping services (Waze, etc.) of the new ordinance
*If approved by NCDOT.

Appendix A
[Proposed New] Chapter 11, Article IX, Commercial truck travel in the Town of North
Wilkesboro
11.98 Trucks required to follow routes
(a) All trucks entering the town destined to any point outside of the town and not taking
on ordischarging any goods, wares, or merchandise within the town limits shall travel
exclusively ondesignated and marked state highways/routes, and over the part of the
state highways/routesas shall constitute the shortest and most direct route from the
point of entrance into the townand departure from the town.
(b) For the purposes of this ordinance, the term “truck” shall mean any
apparatus or combination therefore, that weighs in excess 19,501 lbs. This
corresponds with trucksclassified as Class 6 and above in the FHWA
vehicle weight classification scale.
11.99 Trucks prohibited on town streets
(a) All trucks are prohibited from travelling on town streets, except for those that
are part ofdesignated and marked state highways truck; provided that, trucks may
travel on non- permitted streets to reach or to return from a destination upon a
street; provided that, the following designated trucks shall be permitted to travel
upon streets not approved as state highways when said highway is not available:
(1) Fuel delivery trucks going to and from a specific destination for the sole
purpose ofdelivering fuel and/or tanks;
(2) Parcel and freight delivery trucks with bills of lading with a specific
destination withinan otherwise prohibited area, for the sole purpose of delivering
parcels and/or freight;
(3) Moving vans that are hired to move household furniture to/from a
particularlocation; and/or from a particular location
(4) Trucks granted a permit by the State Department of Transportation
to movestructures to and from a particular location.
(5) Trucks owned and operated by division of Town, County, and State
governmentwhile in performance of their official duties.
(b) In order to qualify for the exceptions 1-4 set out above, the driver shall have
in his/herimmediate possession a bill of lading, permit, or other explanatory
document which shall designate the destination or recipient, and cargo intended
for delivery
11.100 Routes to be marked
The Superintendent of Streets shall cause to be erected and maintained, at
points where through truck routes enter the town and at all junction points and
turns where necessary, signs of the dimensions and at locations as shall be
approved by him or her, directing trucktraffic in accordance with the provisions
of the chapter.
11.101 Ordinance penalties
Violations of this ordinance as considered a Misdemeanor, and subject to a $50
fine. Eachinstance of violation constitutes a separate offense.

Appendix B

Board of Commissioners Meeting February 25th,-26th 2021
Proposed Text Amendment – Public Hearing
DATE OF HEARING: Board of Commissioners, work session on January 28th 2021.
Public hearing to be held at their meeting on February 25th-26th, 2021
APPLICANT: Hugh Elder and presented by agent Brian Rossi.
PROPERTY LOCATION: White Pine Street
PIN(s): 1401646
ACREAGE: TBD
REQUESTED ACTION: Discussion & motion
DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL: Lodge/Inn
ZONING DISTRICTS: CBD, Central Business District; GB, General Business District; HB,
Highway Business District; LI, Light Industrial District and all underlying districts apply
Text amendment information:
• The applicant would like to petition to add the use and definition for lodge
• The previous proposal to change the existing text for hotel was not adequate to meet the
proposed use after further discussion and research by Town staff
• The areas of the zoning ordinance that would need to be amended to allow this proposed
use:
o Add use to the table of uses, (Article VI, Zoning Districts, 6.7 Table of Uses)
o Add the definition of Lodge (Article V Rules of Construction, Interpretation, and
Definitions, 5.3 Definitions)
Things to consider:
• Consistency with the Town of North Wilkesboro’s Comprehensive Plan
o Goals this project aligns with:
▪ Goal A.2 Encourage Retention of Larger, Regional Business
▪ Goal B.1 Develop and Utilize Flexible Land Use Controls
▪ Goal B.2 Maximize Redevelopment Potential for Vacant Structures and
Parcels
Proposed Text:
See attached documents.
Planning Board Recommendations:
The Planning Board recommends this language for adoption, see attached signed
recommendation.
Must include with motion:
-The proposed amendment to the zoning ordinance, in regards to Lodge is or is not consistent
with any comprehensive plan, small area plan or elements thereof and,
-The impact to the adjacent property owners and the surrounding community is or is not
reasonable, and the benefits of the ordinance amendment outweigh any potential inconvenience
or harm to the community.

SECTION C:
•

•
•
•
•

Create a new use and definition for Lodging to allow a private entity to construct facilities for
their employees to travel from out of town and stay near their existing facilities. The proposed
lodge would support the existing infrastructure and facilities already constructed within the
Light Industrial zoning district.
Encourage retention/expansion of an existing larger business in accordance with the Town’s
Economic Policy Goals within the Comprehensive Plan.
Utilizes vacant land identified and noted for development within the Comprehensive Plan.
Promotes mixing of uses within the light industrial district.
Promotes community growth/economy by bringing additional employees to the Town of North
Wilkesboro for an extended period of time.

Article V Rules of Construction, Interpretation, and Definitions

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT. A person licensed to use the title of landscape architect in the
State of North Carolina.
LANDSCAPING. The installation and maintenance of trees, shrubs, plant materials, and/or
ground cover, including grass, mulch, decorative stone and similar materials, but excluding
bare soil, uncultivated vegetation, impervious pavement materials, and gravel.
LARGE MATURING TREE. A tree whose height is greater than thirty-five feet at maturity
and meets the specification of American Standards for Nursery Stock published by the
American Nurserymen's Association.
LARGER THAN UTILITY RUNWAY. (Applies only to the Airport Overlay District.).
A runway that is constructed for and intended to be used by propeller driven or jet
powered aircraft of greater than twelve thousand five hundred pounds maximum gross
weight.
LAUNDRY AND LINEN SUPPLY SERVICE. Establishments primarily engaged in
supplying laundered items, such as table and bed linens, towels, diapers, and types of
uniforms.
LIBRARY, PUBLIC. A publicly operated facility housing a collection of books,
magazines, audio and video tapes, or other material for use by the general public.
LINEAR FRONTAGE. The length of a property abutting a public right-of-way from
one side lot line to another.
LIVESTOCK SALES AND AUCTIONS. A commercial establishment where livestock
are collected for sale or auction.
LOGO. A business trademark or symbol.
LODGE. A building containing more than four individual rooms for the purpose of providing
overnight lodging facilities adjacent to and ancillary to current operations of the same
ownership which are restricted to guests, members, staff, or employees of a corporation, non-profit
business, or other business entity without payment of compensation. Design and architecture will
be complementary of the surrounding buildings. No sales of goods to the general public and
services may include meals. Additionally included are common facilities for reservations and
cleaning services, combined utilities, meeting rooms, on-site management and reception
services.
LOT. A parcel of land or any combination of several parcels of land occupied or intended to
be occupied by a principal use or structure, together with any accessory structures or uses and
such access ways, parking area, yards, and open spaces required in these regulations.
LOT, ADJACENT. See “Adjacent Property”.
LOT, CORNER. A lot located at the intersection of two or more streets, or abutting a curved
street or streets in such a way that the front building line meets either side lot line at an
interior angle of less than one hundred thirty-five degrees.
LOT COVERAGE. That portion of the lot area expressed as a percent that is covered by
impervious surface cover.
LOT, DOUBLE FRONTAGE. A lot having frontage and access on two or more public
streets. A corner lot shall not be considered as having double frontage unless it has frontage
and access on three or more streets.
LOT, INTERIOR. A lot other than a corner lot with frontage on only one street.
LOT, REVERSE FRONTAGE. A lot having frontage on two or more streets, one of
which is a minor or less important street in the community, the access to which is restricted
to the minor street.
LOT, THROUGH. See “Lot, Double Frontage”.

LOT LINE. A line or series of connected line segments bounding a lot.
LOT LINE, FRONT. The line which separates the lot from a street right-of-way. Corner lots
shall have only one front lot line.
LOT LINE, INTERIOR. A side lot line, which separates one lot from another lot.
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Mural Concept
Four seasons in Western NC.

A backdrop of Grandfather Mountain, Stone
Mountain and the Blue Ridge Mountains flow
throughtout the entire piece to give unity. Flat
colors change in the sky as the seasons change.

Outdoor recreational aspects play a role in the
foreground. Sledders, hikers, climbers,
fishers/canoers, and bikers are represented
throughout the piece. A large flat top guitar is in
spring to represent our beloved Merlefest.

"Welcome to North Wilkesboro" is at the end
of the mural, near the stage using the town logo.
A sponsorship appreciation slot is after the town
callout and will be updated with our sponsor(s) logo(s).

kesboro

Winter

Spring

Summer

Fall

Welcome

Zoom Views
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TOWN OF NORTH WILKESBORO
COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
MARCH 2, 2021
5:30 p.m.
A meeting of the Mayor and Board of Commissioners of the town of North Wilkesboro was held
via ZOOM online platform https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82445941367

THERE WERE PRESENT:

ALSO PRESENT:

Robert L. Johnson, Mayor
Andrew Palmer, Commissioner/Mayor Pro-Tem
Angela Day, Commissioner
Debbie Ferguson, Commissioner
Bert Hall, Commissioner
Michael Parsons, Commissioner

Wilson B. Hooper, Town Manager
Debra Pearson, Town Clerk
Daniel Johnson, Town Attorney
Meredith Detsch, Town Planner
Interim Chief Charles R. Thornburg

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Johnson called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m. and delivered the Invocation. Mayor
Johnson asked Interim Chief Rob Thornburg to lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
IV. Additions/Deletions to the Agenda: There were no additions or deletions to the agenda.
V. Approval of the Agenda: Commissioner Parsons asked about Item B.) Peace St. Sign-Synergy
Recovery- He asked Planning Director and Chris Nichols with Best Image Signs if they were confident
that all right-of-way and sign permits were in order. Both Planning Director Detsch and Mr. Nichols
replied that all paperwork and permits were in order. This satisfied the inquiry by Commissioner
Parsons. Commissioner Palmer made the motion to approve the agenda as stated and was
seconded by Commissioner Day. Motion unanimously carries by roll call of each Commissioner.
VI. Public Comments:
Mayor Johnson opened the floor for public comments. Caprice Cheek, and Alisa Phillips had
requested to speak. Alisa Phillips began by saying she was concerned with cut-through traffic and the
tremendous burden it puts on town citizens. She stated she had sent emails to many of the town staff, to
Town Manager Hooper and to Mayor Johnson expressing her concerns. Mayor Johnson stated he had
received an email from Ms. Phillips and assured her that the town is taking measures to address these
concerns and that the town is doing everything it can within its rights to help alleviate the problem. He
thanked Ms. Phillips for her attendance and comments. Ms. Cheek was not present at this time, but
Commissioner Palmer said he spoke with Ms. Caprice Cheek earlier telling her the town has a plan and
is going to do something. Town Manager Hooper commented that Ms. Cheek had submitted some
interesting ideas. Commissioner Ferguson stated that it was pretty clear that the town was taking the
issue seriously with the actions being taken with the Class 6, 7, and 8 vehicle restrictions in those areas.
Ms. Cheek did sign on to the meeting at 6:11 and thanked town staff and the Board of Commissioners
for everything they have done so far.

VII. Consent (action)
All consent items may be approved in one motion. Items requiring further discussion will be
pulled and voted upon separately.
A.) Approval of Meeting Minutes- Motion to approve February 2, 2021 Regular Meeting
Minutes and approve and seal February 2, 2021 Closed Session Minutes was made by
Commissioner Palmer and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson. Motion carries by
individual roll call vote.
B.) Peace St. Sign – Synergy Recovery- Earlier in the meeting Commissioner Parsons asked to
comment on this Item. He asked if all right of way and permits were approved and in order.
Planning Director Detsch and Chris Nichols from Best Image Signs assured Commissioner
Parsons everything was in order. Commissioner Parsons made the motion to approve the
Peace Street Sign-Synergy Recovery. Commissioner Palmer seconded this motion.
Motion carries by individual roll call vote.
C.) Election Filing Fee-Town Manager Hooper informed the Board of the notice sent from the
North Carolina Board of Elections regarding the possibility of postponing Municipal
Elections until 2022 due to lack of complete Census reporting. Every ten (10) years the
Census redraws voting districts to ensure all population numbers in each district are
comparable to one another. Normally Census numbers are available around April. This year
delays in information may run into September. If the proposal gets legs in the NC General
Assembly, Town Manager Hooper intends to check with the legislative delegation and see if
it is possible to obtain exemption as an “At large Municipality”, meaning delays would not
affect local voting in smaller municipalities. Meantime, it is agreed that the town pass a
Resolution setting the 2021 filing fee. Motion to approve and set the 2021 Filing Fee
($10.00) was made by Commissioner Palmer and seconded by Commissioner Ferguson.
Motion unanimously carries by individual roll call vote. See 2021 filing fee attachment
D.) Elevated Storage Tank Capital Project Ordinance Amendment-Town Manager Hooper
reports that the LGC (Local Government Commission) has approved our request and passed
our application for funding of the elevated water tank. The interest rate is to be determined
and could be 2.75% or possibly 1/2 % of prime at the time of approval, or 1.5%. Manager
Hooper says this is good news, hopefully the town will receive the contract soon. We will
then contact Phoenix and Town Manager Hooper says “dirt will start turning!”. Motion to
approve the Elevated Storage Tank Capital Project Ordinance Amendment was made
by Commissioner Palmer and seconded by Commissioner Hall. Motion unanimously
carries by individual roll call vote. See Elevated Storage Tank Capital Project Ordinance
Amendment attachment.
VIII. Town Manager/Attorney’s Reports
Town Manager Hooper mentioned a few things taking shape in North Wilkesboro. He shared
information from Governor Cooper’s press conference this afternoon. Phase III has been moved up
and starts tomorrow allowing ongoing vaccinations. State employees can make appointments at this
time.
Another item is the continuation of additions to the Greenway. Partners are The Health
Foundation and private individuals to name a few. Manager Hooper showed the board imaged of
completed areas of the Greenway and the new decking to replace aging areas of the deck at Dr.
Roberts office at West Park. (the old Coffee Tavern building).
The new bike repair stations are in place and ready for use at Smoot Park and at the West Park
location of Dr. Roberts’ office. This is a nice and very useful convenience for our cyclists.

Lastly, clearing of underbrush along the Greenway to make the river more visible is being done as
well as using gravel as to fill in to repair areas damaged from all the recent heavy rains. Town staff
and the Wilkes Rescue Squad will be working in the near future to clear trees and other debris that has
fallen into areas along the river making is safer for recreational use. Mayor Johnson commented North
Wilkesboro has one of the prettiest and nicest Greenways in the USA that he’s seen.
Town Attorney Johnson has nothing to report to the Board at this time.
IX. Policy:
Town Manager Hooper asked that the next two items, Item E.) and F.), be reversed in
order to allow Ms. LeeAnn Nixon, President of the local Wilkes County EDC to present her
Updated Incentives Policy due to a prior commitment and needing to leave the meeting earlier than first
planned. Mayor Johnson and Manager Hooper opened the floor to Ms. Nixon at this time.
F.) Updated Incentives Policy- Wilkes Coumty EDC President LeeAnn Nixon spoke to the
Board in regards to an Updated Incentive Policy. The last updates to the Incentive Policy were made in
2001. New guidelines would include a new formula for evaluating incentive requests, making potential
investors aware of incentives available from North Wilkesboro, and setting limits to what the town will
consider. Lastly, guidelines would give transparency so that residents know what incentives are being
awarded and for what type of investment. All industrial incentives approved should be codified in a formal
agreement between the participating parties. With a head nod from the Board, staff will coordinate the
necessary procedural steps required to approve and implement the policy. Funding will be discussed as
part of the upcoming budget discussions.
E.) Board Retreat Pre-work- At the end of the meeting Town Manager Hooper introduced Dr.
Jim Street to the Board. Dr. Street is a facilitator with Ridgeline Leadership in Boone, NC, and will be
facilitating the March 5, 2021 Commissioners Board Retreat. Dr. Street asked the Board to check off
value words from a list on a document that had been included in the agenda packet. He then asked the
board to reduce the list down to 10 and then to 5 most important “value words” and to make a sentence
with each word chosen. This exercise will be continued at the retreat Friday and is called Exercise 1.
“Consensus Building/Identifying Values”.

X: Mayor and Commissioners Topics: Commissioners Parsons and Palmer brought up the topic of the Town Manager evaluation
process. With the evaluation coming up in July or August, the Board is in agreement that an evaluation
process needs to be decided at least a month beforehand. Commissioners Parsons and Ferguson would
like to see this item put on April’s work session. Trish Wagoner, Payroll Specialist, may possibly be
asked to act as liaison with the Commissioners.
With no other comments or concerns, Mayor Johnson called for a motion to adjourn. Meeting was
adjourned at 7:32 p.m. with a motion made by Commissioner Palmer and seconded by Commissioner
Hall.

Debra W. Pearson, Clerk

Robert L. Johnson MAYOR

Approved__________________________

2021 Filing Fee

RESOLUTION #2021-004
A RESOLUTION TO SET FILING FEE FOR 2021 ELECTION

WHEREAS, G. S. 163 A-1620 states that the filing fee for a primary or election shall be
fixed by the governing board not later than the day before candidates are permitted to begin filing
notices of candidacy.
WHEREAS, there shall be a minimum filing fee of five dollars ($5.00), and
WHEREAS, the governing board shall have the authority to set the filing fee at not less
than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than one percent (1%) of the annual salary of the office sought
unless 1% of the annual salary of the office sought is less than five dollars ($5.00), in which case
the minimum filing fee of five dollars ($5.00) will be charged; and
WHEREAS, the fee shall be paid to the Board of Elections at the time notice of candidacy
is filed.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of the Town of
North Wilkesboro, that the filing fee for the 2021 Election be set for ten dollars ($10.00).

This the 2nd day of March, 2021.
TOWN OF NORTH WILKESBORO

__________________________________
Robert L. Johnson, MAYOR
ATTEST:
___________________________
Debra W. Pearson, Town Clerk

Elevated Water Tank Ordinance

TOWN OF NORTH WILKESBORO CAPITAL PROJECT ORDINANCE
JELDWEN ELEVATED
WATER TANK
PROJECT
AMENDMENT #4

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the Town of North Wilkesboro, that, pursuant
to Section 13.2 of Chapter 159 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, the following capital project
ordinance is hereby adopted.

SECTION 1. The project to be AMENDED is the JELDWEN ELEVATED WATER TANK
PROJECT.

SECTION 2. The officers of this unit are hereby directed to proceed with the project within the terms of
the budget contained herein.

SECTION 3. The following revenues are to be amended as follows:
N C Department of Environmental
Quality (Loan)
Golden Leaf Grant
CDBG Grant
Loan from Water Fund
Capital Reserve
Transfer from Water Fund
Capital Reserve
Total

Budget
$1,300,000
$ 420,000
$ 580,000
$ 185,000

$2,485,000

Amendment
$673,197
-$220,000
-0-0-

Final Budget
$1,973,197
$ 200,000
$ 580,000
$ 185,000

$ 39,464

$

39,464

$492,661

$2,977,661

SECTION 4. The following expenses are to be amended as follows:
Professional Services
Construction
Reimburse Water Fund
Capital Reserve
Contingencies
Closing Costs
Total

$ 304,500
$1,995,500
$ 185,000

$ 76,800
$263,449
-0-

$ 381,300
$2,258,949
$ 185,000

$2,485,000

$112,948
$ 39,464
$492,661

$ 112,948
$ 39,464
$2,977,661

SECTION 5. The Finance Officer is hereby directed to maintain within the Capital Project Fund
sufficient specific detailed accounting records to provide the accounting required by any agreement
associated with this project.

SECTION 6. Copies of this Amendment to Capital Project Ordinance shall be furnished to the
Clerk of the Governing Board and to the Finance Officer for direction in carrying out this project.

Adopted this

day of

, 2021.

__________________________________________________

Robert L. Johnson, MAYOR

ATTEST:
Debra W. Pearson, TOWN CLERK

NORTH WILKESBORO BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Work Session Held via ZOOM
Thursday, March 25, 2021
5:30 p.m.
At the Board of Education Commissioner’s Board Room

Members present: Mayor Robert Johnson, Commissioner Angela Day, Commissioner Debbie
Ferguson, Commissioner Michael Parsons, Mayor Pro-tem Andrew Palmer, Commissioner
Bert Hall.
Staff present: Town Manager Wilson Hooper, Clerk Debra Pearson, Town
Attorney Daniel Johnson, Town Planner Meredith Detsch, Tourism Director
Crystal Keener, and NW Interim Police Chief Charles Thornburg.
•

Call to Order- Mayor Robert Johnson

•

Invocation- Mayor Robert Johnson

•

Pledge of Allegiance- NW Interim Police Chief Charles Thornburg

VI. Action Items

A.)
B.)
C.)

Budget Workshop Schedule – Wilson Hooper
Rezoning Request – 341 Fairplains Rd. – Meredith Detsch
Proposed Text Amendments – Meredith Detsch

These items can be approved as a group or individually.
A. Budget Work Shop Schedule- It is the consensus of the Board to hold a budget work session
on Tuesday April 13, 2021 from 10:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. Location is to be determined. The
conference room at the North Wilkesboro Police Department is being considered. Motion to
approve the date of April 13, 2021 from 10:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. was made by
Commissioner Ferguson and seconded by Commissioner Hall. Motion unanimously carries
by individual roll call of each Commissioner.
B. Rezoning Request- Owners of a property at 341 Fariplains Road have applied for a rezoning of
the property earlier denied by the Planning Board. In 1985 this property was zoned commercial
and a barber shop business was started. In 2014 the property owner passed away and in 2018 the
family wished to sell the property. The property owners thought they had lost the commercial
zoning, not realizing it was “grandfathered” in. Meantime Planner Meredith Detsch is researching
to find minutes, a zoning ordinance or resolution from that date to see what the zoning currently
is. This item will be discussed at a future meeting.

C. The first proposed text amendments is for “Cluster Development” Small-A Text Amendment
request has been made by Mr. Charles Vaughn. He would like to rezone areas for “cluster
homes”. This is a development proposal to maximize land for residential use that otherwise may
not be seen as favorable for normal development. Several articles of the zoning ordinance would
be affected for this proposed change. The Planning Board heard this proposal at its March 11/12
2021 meeting. The Board recommended denial of the text amendment and it was brought to the
Board of Commissioners for consideration. After discussion with Planner Detsch and Mr. Vaughn
(via telephone call), some of the Board Members were cautiously in favor of more study going
into the proposal. Both Commissioner Day and Ferguson were in favor of further study and for
consideration. Commissioner Parsons cautioned on possible abuse of the text amendment and
stated there should be careful, specific wording before any board consideration or approval. He
suggested Mr. Vaughn go back to the negotiating table with the Planning Board and possibly
bring this item back in May or June with any rewording or edits. No action was taken on this
item at this time.
The second item for a proposed text amendment is “Reception Hall/Events Venue”- North
Wilkesboro business owner Valeri Guevara has petitioned to create a combination reception hall
and events venue business in an existing North Wilkesboro building at 209 10th Street. This would
make it necessary to change the text since the most similar use currently in the code is “recreation
hall” which is intended to describe a venue much larger in scale than a combination hall and event
venue. The Planning Board heard this proposal and agreed to recommend the text amendment
change at their March 11/12 2021 meeting. Motion to call for a Public Hearing on April 22,
2021 to approve the proposed text amendment by North Wilkesboro Town Commissioners
was made by Commissioner Parsons and seconded by Commissioner Palmer. Motion
unanimously carries by roll call of each Commissioner.
VII. Possible Consent Items
D.) Donation of Surplus Generator – Dale Shumate
E.) Budget Amendments – Connie Bauguess
F.) Accept Elevated Storage Tank Funding Offer – Wilson Hooper
Item D.) Donation of Surplus Generator- A generator at the Town’s Wastewater Treatment
Plant recently failed. It has been replaced by Federal Government surplus generator. Town
Manager Hooper intends to ask the Board to donate the generator to a charitable organization,
His Light Ministry in Wilkesboro. Commissioner Parsons would like for staff to check and see
if a North Wilkesboro 501-C business has a possible need of a generator. Town Manager
Hooper will call upon 501-C business, Hope Ministries here in North Wilkesboro to see if they
can benefit from the donation first.

Item E.) Budget Amendments- Town Manager Hooper presented three (3) Budget
Amendments for approval by the Board at the next meeting.
•
•
•

Amendment #9 reallocates monies from healthier line items to specific line items
needing additional funding.
Amendment #10 Amendment to Amend the Water Fund Budget
Amendment #11 Amends the General Fund Budget to Powell Bill and Streets and
Sidewalks.

Item F.)- Accept Elevated Water Storage Tank Offer-the Board will be asked at the next
meeting to accept a Revolving Loan offer from the NC Department of Environmental Quality in
the amount of $1,973,196. for the construction of an elevated water tank at Industrial Park. This
will be Resolution #2021-05. Groundbreaking for the elevated water tank will be held Tuesday,
March 30, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. at the Industrial Park.

Possible Consent Items D. E. and F. will be placed on the consent Agenda for the April 6,
2021 Regular Board Meeting.

Work Items:
G.) Tourism/Marketing FY21-22 Needs Presentation – Crystal Keener gave a brief
presentation on her needs in the Tourism/Marketing Department. The first item is a request
for funds to help update the façade at 915 Park Place Alley. She has a UNC-G Design
Alleyway Proposal Packet that offers ideas for updating the area. Crystal is asking for
$16,000.00 to update the area, which will include trimming back limbs on some of the trees,
replace some of the seating areas, add pavers and plants. The second request is for funds to
purchase new Christmas light decorations for Main Street. The options are colored spheres or
skyline or string lighting, which connects from on building to another. Crystal is asking for
$2000. - $3,000.00 for this project. Lastly, she wishes to increase the facade grants and include
other town businesses, not just the businesses within the downtown district. A dollar amount
was not specified. Commissioner Ferguson stated she appreciates the work of the Downtown
Partnership and was pleased that we awarded the Morris’ for their contribution of
improvements to the town of North Wilkesboro.
H.) Splash Pad Update- Town Manager Wilson Hooper and Town Attorney Danny Johnson
reports that tomorrow, March 26, 2021 is deadline for Mr. Buster Mastin, owner of
Mastin Aquatics to return all building materials purchased by the town to Parks and
Recreation Director Nelson Martin at the North Wilkesboro Smoot Park Pool. Meantime the
town has received three (3) vendor quotes to repair and complete the splashpad. These quotes
range from $150,000. $162,000., and $155,000. The town has identified funds to complete

this project. The town will also pursue legal options to try and recover funds lost due to Mr.
Mastin’s failure to complete the project timely. Commissioner Palmer spoke in opposition to using
additional funds to complete the project. He feels any additional funds would be better spent
giving the park an overall update rather than focusing on the splashpad. Commissioner Parsons
stated that it would cost money to “bulldoze it over” and if we spend money to do that, why not
spend it to complete a recreational project that was offered to North Wilkesboro citizens almost 3
years ago.
I.) Zoning Ordinance and Town Code Update for 160D Project- Planning Director
Meredith Detsch continued her coverage of the Planning Board’s recommendations for Chapters 1,
2, 5, and 19. She highlighted changes that included technical, grammatical and procedural. There is
no action required by the board at this time. A public hearing will be called for to approve these
Zoning Ordinance updates. This will be done at the April 6, 2021 Regular Board Meeting. A Public
Hearing will be slated for May 4, 2021 to approve articles covered tonight.
With no other items or concerns to be discussed, Mayor Johnson called for a motion to
adjourn. Motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Parsons and seconded by
Commissioner Hall. The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

______________________
Debra W. Pearson, CLERK
APPROVED ___________________

_____________________
Robert L. Johnson, Mayor

B. BUDGET AMENDMENTS (ACTION)
Approve two budget amendments reallocating funds to cover unexpected expenses.

STAFF RESOURCES: Connie Bauguess
FUNDING SOURCE: Various
BACKGROUND:
•
•

•
•

The Board is required to approve any amendments to the previously-approved Town budget.
Town operating departments have experienced a number of unanticipated, and therefore
unbudgeted expenses, over the last few months:
o Update Town Hall payment window (General Fund)
o Repairs to roof at North Wilkesboro Police Department roof (General Fund)
o Several repairs to North Wilkesboro Fire Department trucks (General Fund)
o Failure of equipment at a water/sewer pump station (Water/Sewer Fund)
These moves will reallocate dollars from healthier funds within the budget to the specific lines
these expenses need to be recorded in.
The Town Hall payment window shall be covered by reimbursement dollars from CARES Act
funding.

ACTION
•

Commissioners are asked to approve these amendments.

ATTACHMENTS
1.) Amendment 9
2.) Amendment 10

TOWN OF NORTH WILKESBORO
AMENDMENT TO BUDGET ORDINANCE
FISCAL YEAR ENDING 6/30/2021
BUDGET AMENDMENT #9

BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board for the Town of North Wilkesboro, North Carolina,
that the following amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2021:
SECTION 1. To amend the General Fund budget as follows:
DEPARTMENT
10-5000-1500
Public Buildings
M&R Buildings & Grounds

BUDGET

FINAL BUDGET

-$34,000

$11,000

10-5000-7300
-0Public Buildings
Capital Outlay Other Improvements

$14,000

$14,000

10-5100-1500
Police
M&R Buildings and Grounds

$9,900

$20,000

$29,900

10-5600-0210
Streets - Overtime

$20,500

-$10,000

$10,500

10-5600-1300
Streets - Utilities

$160,900

-20,000

$140,900

$32,166

-$2,000

$30,166

$18,425

$32,000

$50,425

10-5300-3300
Fire Dept
Departmental Supplies
10-5300-1700
Fire Dept.
M&R Autos

$45,000

AMENDMENT

To Replace and update Town Hall payment drawer – walk up window, repair Police Department
roof and fund needed repairs to fire trucks.
SECTION 2. Copies of this budget amendment shall be furnished to the Clerk to the
Governing Board and the Finance Officer for their direction.
Adopted this ___________day of April, 2021.

____________________________
Robert Johnson, MAYOR
ATTEST:
_________________________
Debra W. Pearson, Town Clerk

TOWN OF NORTH WILKESBORO
AMENDMENT TO BUDGET ORDINANCE
FISCAL YEAR ENDING 6/30/2021
BUDGET AMENDMENT 10

BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board for the Town of North Wilkesboro, North Carolina,
that the following amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2021:
SECTION 1. To amend the Water Fund budget as follows:
DEPARTMENT

BUDGET

30-8110-7300
$40,000
Water Maintenance
Capital Outlay-Other Improvements
30-8160-7400
Waste Water Maintenance
Capital Outlay Equipment

$50,000

AMENDMENT

FINAL BUDGET

-$21,000

$19,000

$21,000

$71,000

To budget the expenses to replace main pump at the Highway 268 Sewer Pump Station.
SECTION 2. Copies of this budget amendment shall be furnished to the Clerk to the
Governing Board and the Finance Officer for their direction.
Adopted this ___________day of April, 2021.
____________________________
Robert Johnson, MAYOR
ATTEST:
_________________________
Debra W. Pearson, Town Clerk

C. ACCEPT ELEVATED STORAGE TANK FUNIDNG OFFER (ACTION)
Approve a resolution accepting a loan from the North Carolina Department of Environmental
Quality for $1,973,196 at 1.22% for 20-years to fund the construction of the 0.5 MG Northeast
Elevated Storage Tank.

STAFF RESOURCES: Wilson Hooper, Town Manager
FUNDING SOURCES: Various
BACKGROUND:
•
•
•
•
•

•

A loan from the NC Dept. of Environmental Quality is the primary funding source for the Town’s
new 0.5 MG elevated storage tank.
The loan will be paid off over 20 years with water/sewer collections.
Other funding sources for the project include a grant from NC Dept. of Commerce and funds from
Golden LEAF Foundation.
All loans of this type must also be approved by the Local Government Commission. That approval
was granted by the LGC at their early March meeting, at an interest rate of 1.22%.
The total, approx. $2M, includes funds the Town has loaned itself from the Water/Sewer Capital
Reserve Fund to pay for preliminary engineering and administrative costs. This money will be
replenished in the Water/Sewer Capital Reserve Fund by loan proceeds to be used on other projects.
To finalize this step of the process, the NCDEQ is asking the Town to approve a formal resolution
accepting the loan offer.

ACTION:
•

The Board is asked to approve a resolution accepting the loan from the North Carolina Department
of Environmental Quality

ATTACHMENTS:
1.) Resolution to accept funding for the elevated storage tank

RESOLUTION #2021-05
RESOLUTION BY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
TOWN OF NORTH WILKESBORO, NORTH CAROLINA
TO ACCEPT FUNDING OFFER FOR THE ELEVATED STORAGE TANK

WHEREAS,, the Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments of 1996 and the North Carolina Water
Infrastructure Fund have authorized the making of loans and/or grants, as applicable, to
aid eligible, drinking- water system owners in financing the cost of construction for
eligible, drinking-water infrastructure; and
WHEREAS,

the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality has offered a State Revolving
Loan in the amount of $1,973,196.00 for the construction of a Water Tank hereafter
referred to as the “Project”; and

WHEREAS,

the Town of North Wilkesboro intends to construct said Project in accordance with
engineering plans and specifications that have been or will have been approved by the
North Carolina Public Water Supply Section.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE
TOWN OF NORTH WILKESBORO THAT:
The Town of North Wilkesboro does hereby accept the State Revolving Loan offer in the amount of
$1,973,196; and
That the Town of North Wilkesboro does hereby give assurance to the North Carolina Department of
Environmental Quality that they will adhere to all applicable items specified in the standard
“Conditions” and “Assurances” of the Department’s funding offer, awarded in the form of State
Revolving Loan; and
The Town Manager, Wilson Hooper, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and directed to
furnish such information, as the appropriate State agency may request, in connection with such
application or the Project; to make the Assurances as contained above; and to execute such other
documents as may be required in connection with the application; and
That the Town of North Wilkesboro has complied substantially or will comply substantially with all
Federal, State and local laws, rules, regulations, and ordinances applicable to the Project, and to Federal
and State grants and loans pertaining thereto.
Adopted this the April 6, 2021 at North Wilkesboro, North Carolina.

Robert L. Johnson, Mayor
_____________________________________

Debra W. Pearson, Town Clerk
C:\

D. DONATION OF SURPLUS GENERATOR
Approve resolution donating surplus generator to either “His Light Ministries” or “Wilkes
Ministries of Hope”

STAFF RESOURCE: Wilson Hooper, Town Manager
Dale Shumate, Public Services
FUNDING SOURCES: N/A
BACKGROUND:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Town water/wastewater facilities are equipped with diesel generators to power pumps and other
critical equipment in the event of a power outage.
Town crews test these generators at least weekly, and more frequently if inclement weather is
forecast.
The generator at the Town’s Wastewater Treatment Plan recently failed. This generator is estimated
to have had 1,084 hours of run time.
The generator has already been replaced with a surplus Federal Government generator with only 43
hours of run time.
Mr. Michael Briniger of “His Light Ministries” has inquired about the Town donating the generator
to his organization. He is aware of its state of repair.
The NC General Statutes permit this type of donation as long as certain procedural steps are
followed.
At the request of the Board, staff shared the availability of the generator with a North Wilkesboro
non-profit entity to see if they’d be interested in having the machine donated.
John Triplett of Wilkes Ministries of Hope has also expressed interest.

ACTION:
•

The Board is asked to select which group to donate the generator to, and approve the appropriate
resolution declaring the generator surplus and donating it to the chosen non-profit organization.

ATTACHMENTS:
1.) Resolution #2021-06 approving donation to “His Light Ministries”
2.) Resolution #2021-06 approving donation to “Wilkes Ministries of Hope”

RESOLUTION #2021-06
RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS AND AUTHORIZING IT BE DISPOSED
OF BY THE TOWN MANAGER BY DONATING TO “HIS LIGHT MINISTRIES”
WHEREAS, The Board of Commissioners of the Town of North Wilkesboro hereby declares the
following property surplus and desires to dispose of certain surplus property of the Town;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners that:
The following described property is hereby declared surplus to the needs of the Town of North
Wilkesboro:
• Generator 1975 Model #MEP006A Serial #FZ-01809
The Town Manager is authorized to dispose of the described property by donating the ice
maker to “His Light Ministries” of Wilkesboro, NC.
The Town Clerk has published notice summarizing this Resolution in accordance with G.S. 160A280.
Duly adopted this ________ day of April, 2021.

________________________________________
Robert L. Johnson, MAYOR
ATTEST:________________________________
Debra W. Pearson, TOWN CLERK

Resolution #2021-06
RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS AND AUTHORIZING IT BE DISPOSED
OF BY THE TOWN MANAGER BY DONATING TO “WILKES MINISTRY OF HOPE”
WHEREAS, The Board of Commissioners of the Town of North Wilkesboro hereby
declares the following property surplus and desires to dispose of certain surplus property of the
Town;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners that:
The following described property is hereby declared surplus to the needs of the Town of North
Wilkesboro:
• Generator 1975 Model #MEP006A Serial #FZ-01809
The Town Manager is authorized to dispose of the described property by donating the ice
maker to “Wilkes Ministry of Hope” of North Wilkesboro, NC.
The Town Clerk has published notice summarizing this Resolution in accordance with G.S. 160A280.
Duly adopted this ________ day of April, 2021.

________________________________________
Robert L. Johnson, MAYOR
ATTEST:________________________________
Debra W. Pearson, TOWN CLERK

E. 9th ST./C ST. MILLING/PAVING BUDGET AMENDMENT (ACTION)
Hear a presentation on 9th St. repaving project; and,
Approve a budget amendment appropriating $140,000 from FY20-21 Powell Bill to Streets Dept.
budget for 9th St./C St. repaving project and other needs.

STAFF RESOURCES: Dale Shumate, Public Services
Wilson Hooper, Town Manager
FUNDING SOURCES: FY20-21 Powell Bill fund
BACKGROUND:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

The Town maintains a list of streets in need of maintenance, repair, or replacement.
9th St., from D St. to Wilkesboro Ave., tops the list. The road’s surface is abrasive and cracked.
There are a number of patches from previous repairs along its length. Likewise for the portion of
C. St. between CBD loop and 9th St. Photos of current conditions are included with this item.
Each year municipalities get money from the state called Powell Bill funds. They are primarily
intended for street resurfacing but can also be used for some other transportation-related projects.
The Town’s allocation is typically between $130-$140k per year based on a formula that includes
population and number of lane miles maintained by the town.
Before the current fiscal year, the Town used Powell Bill dollars to fund two positions who
worked primarily to maintain streets.
Last year’s budget transferred those positions to the Streets Dept. and held Powell Bill funds for
use on larger street maintenance projects.
Staff proposes appropriating this year’s funds to the Street Dept for the purpose of milling and
resurfacing 9th St and C St.

ACTION:
•

If Commissioners wish to move forward with this project, staff requests approval of the proposed
budget amendment. Staff will ensure that all requirements of the Purchasing Policy are met
before proceeding further.

ATTACHMENT:
1.) Map of area to be repaved
2.) Photos of road conditions
3.) Budget Amendment #11

9TH and C St. Photos

TOWN OF NORTH WILKESBORO
AMENDMENT TO BUDGET ORDINANCE
FISCAL YEAR ENDING 6/30/2021
BUDGET AMENDMENT 11

BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board for the Town of North Wilkesboro, North Carolina,
that the following amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2021:
SECTION 1. To amend the General Fund budget as follows:
DEPARTMENT

BUDGET

AMENDMENT

FINAL BUDGET

10-3430-0000
$140,000
Powell Bill Street Allocation

-$7,270

10-6900-9140
$140,000
Transfer to Capital Reserve
Powell Bill Funds

-$140,000

-0-

$132,730

$156,730

10-5600-1800
M&R Streets and Sidewalks

$24,000

$132,730

To budget the Powell Bill Allocation to paving project in current year.
SECTION 2. Copies of this budget amendment shall be furnished to the Clerk to the
Governing Board and the Finance Officer for their direction.
Adopted this ___________day of April, 2021.
____________________________
Robert Johnson, MAYOR
ATTEST:
_________________________
Debra W. Pearson, Town Clerk

F. SMOOT PARK SPLASH PAD AND BUDGET AMENDMENT (ACTION)
Hear a presentation on the history of the Smoot Park splashpad project; and,
Approve a budget amendment appropriating $100,000 from the General Fund Contingency
Fund to the Recreation Budget for completion of the splashpad with a new contractor.

STAFF RESOURCES: Wilson Hooper, Town Manager
Dale Shumate, Public Services
Nelson Martin, Recreation
FUNDING SOURCES: GF Contingency Fund
Recreation Department budget
BACKGROUND:
•

•
•

•
•
•

•
•

At a closed session on February 2, 2021 the Board of Commissioners agreed to break ties with
Mastin Aquatics, the contractor responsible for constructing the Smoot Park Splash Pad, on breach
of contract grounds.
The Town delivered a demand to Mastin Aquatics sharing our intentions on March 19, 2021.
The legal path outlined in the letter requires that the Town finish the project with another contractor
and seek reimbursement from Mastin Aquatics before it can seek a legal judgement against the
company.
Town staff have received three quotes from reputable aquatics companies, and all were in the same
range of about $150,000.
Some other incidental costs will bump the total figure we’ll need to reappropriate up to about
$160,000.
Staff recommend amending the Recreation Department budget with $100,000 from the contingency
fund. That amount, plus savings in the Recreation budget, should cover the cost of the construction.
If it doesn’t, staff recommends waiting until the end of the fiscal year to make that department
whole again from other sources.
If the Town receives payment from Mastin, or wins judgement in court, those funds will be placed
in the General Fund Capital Reserve Fund for use on a future project.
This evening the Town Manager will give a presentation on this history of the project for
informational purposes.

ACTION:
•

If Commissioners wish to move forward with this project, staff requests approval of the proposed
budget amendment. Staff will ensure that all requirements of the Purchasing Policy are met before
proceeding further.

ATTACHMENTS:
1.) Splashpad project timeline (to be distributed 4/6)
2.) Copy of letter to Mastin Aquatics

G. ZONING ORDINANCE AND TOWN CODE UPDATES FOR 160D
PUBLIC HEARING
Call for a Public Hearing for May 4, 2021 on amendments to:
•
•
•
•

Chapter 1 – General Provisions
Chapter 2 – Administrative
Chapter 5 – Buildings
Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance

STAFF RESOURCES: Meredith Detsch, Planning
FUNDING SOURCE: N/A
BACKGROUND:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

At previous meetings, the Board has heard updates on staff’s work to complete a required update of
the Town’s zoning code and supporting town codes.
Before this year, the rules that granted authority to counties and municipalities to regulate land use
were scattered through the NC General Statutes.
In 2019 the General Assembly passed, and the Governor approved, an updated NCGS 160D,
consolidating all these rules into a single chapter.
The updated statute also included some technical and procedural clarifications, and consensus
reforms.
Municipalities must update their own zoning ordinances and town codes to incorporate these
changes by July 1, 2021.
The Planning Board has methodically reviewed the Zoning Ordinance and made sure that its
language aligns with the language of NCGS 160D.
During this process they discovered a number of areas where the Zoning Ordinance needed to be
substantively updated to comply.
The Planning Board to date has reviewed and held public hearings on all chapters listed for
discussion tonight.
The Board of Commissioners have reviewed the listed chapters in public meetings over the last few
months
Updates to Town Codes and Zoning Ordinances require public hearings.
Meredith Detsch will review the major policy choices the Board will be asked to make prior to
updating the ordinance.

ACTION:
•

The Board of Commissioners is asked to call for a public hearing to be held May 4, 2021 on the
changes reviewed over the last few months.

ATTACHMENTS:
1.) List of policy choices
2.) Link to draft chapters: https://www.north-wilkesboro.com/290/Adopted-Zoning-Ordinance

Policy Choices:
Chapter 19 Zoning Ordinance:
Article III
Planning Board and Board of Adjustment make up. We can have 6 (3 ETJ & 3 In Town) or 8 (4 ETJ & 4
In Town)
Article IV
Settling violation claims- Not have the Zoning Administrator settle them. The board originally talked
about the Town manager. I am recommending no settlement action, strike that section.
Article VI
•

Provisional Use Permits: The Board of Commissioners reviews two items as a Quasi-Judicial
Board. Those items are:
o Airports
o Ground Floor residential in our Central Business District
▪ Can remain or have the Board of Adjustment review them as Special Use Permits

All other quasi-judicial hearings go through the Board of Adjustment. Discussion at a previous meeting
to have one board review all quasi-judicial hearings.

Chapter 2 Administration:
2-43. - Membership. Planning Board make up- We can have 6 (3 ETJ & 3 In Town) or 8 (4 ETJ & 4 In
Town)
-

Same policy choice notated in the Zoning Ordinance. Need to match.

Chapter 5 Buildings:
Article V Minimum Housing Standards, 5-45. - Scope., B
We currently only enforce Minimum Housing in Town limits, we can enforce it in the ETJ-policy choice

Links to all draft chapters:
https://www.north-wilkesboro.com/290/Adopted-Zoning-Ordinance
Draft Town Code Chapter 1 General Provisions (160D edits): https://www.northwilkesboro.com/DocumentCenter/View/879/DRAFT-Town-Code-Chapter-1-GeneralProvisions-160D-edits
Draft Town Code Chapter 2 Administration (160D edits): https://www.northwilkesboro.com/DocumentCenter/View/878/DRAFT-Town-Code-Chapter-2-Administration160D-edits

Draft Town Code Chapter 5 Buildings (160D edits): https://www.northwilkesboro.com/DocumentCenter/View/876/DRAFT-Town-Code-Chapter-5-Buildings-160DEdits
Draft Town Code Chapter 19 Zoning Ordinance (160D edits): https://www.northwilkesboro.com/DocumentCenter/View/881/DRAFT-Town-Code-Chapter-19-ZoningOrdinance-160-D-edits

CLOSED SESSION (if necessary)
Conduct a closed session according to GS 143-318.11(a)(3) to consult with an attorney employed
or retained by the public body in order to maintain the attorney-client privilege between the
attorney and the public body.

STAFF RESOURCES: Wilson Hooper, Town Manager
Daniel Johnson, Town Attorney
FUNDING SOURCES: TBD
ATTACHMENT:
1.) (Supporting documents will be distributed separately)

